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Dear  WIS Communi ty ,

As  I  wr i te  th is ,  I  am re f lec t ing  on  a  v is i t  to  the  Grade 3  c lassrooms where
s tudents  were  proud ly  exp la in ing  the  human body  sys tems they  had been
inves t iga t ing .  Us ing  mode ls ,  d iagrams,  and in te rac t ive  presenta t ions ,  they
weren ’ t  s imp ly  reca l l ing  fac ts ;  they  were  demonst ra t ing  unders tand ing .  They
quest ioned,  connected ,  and bu i l t  on  one another ’s  ideas  w i th  conf idence
and cur ios i ty .  I t  was  such a  c lear  reminder  o f  what  the  PYP does  bes t :  i t
nur tu res  th inkers ,  communica tors ,  and co l labora tors  who unders tand tha t
learn ing  is  an  ac t ive  and joy fu l  p rocess .

These moments  don ’ t  happen by  chance.  They ’ re  the  resu l t  o f  thought fu l
p lann ing ,  respons ive  teach ing ,  and a  communi ty  o f  educators  deep ly
commi t ted  to  he lp ing  every  ch i ld  fee l  capab le ,  cur ious ,  and cared  fo r .  As  I
re f lec t  on  th is  semester ,  I  am incred ib ly  p roud o f  how our  s tudents  and
teachers  have cont inued to  g row together .

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIMARY PRINCIPAL

This  year ,  we ’ve  cont inued to  s t rengthen the  coherence and cons is tency  o f
learn ing  across  the  Pr imary  years ,  ensur ing  every  c lassroom re f lec ts  the
same  h igh  s tandards  o f  inqu i ry ,  engagement ,  and care .

A few h igh l igh ts  inc lude:
Strengthening our  Programme of  Inquiry

 Our  teach ing  teams have re f ined and a l igned our  Programme o f  Inqu i ry ,
ensur ing  tha t  every  un i t  o f fe rs  a  c lear  conceptua l  focus ,  s t rong
t ransd isc ip l inary  connect ions ,  and age-appropr ia te  cha l lenges .  Through
co l labora t ion  and re f lec t ion ,  we ’ve  deepened the  purpose and progress ion
of  our  un i ts  across  grade leve ls ,  he lp ing  s tudents  make au thent ic
connect ions  to  the  wor ld  a round them.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIMARY PRINCIPAL

Handwri t ing Without  Tears  –  Bui ld ing Foundat ions wi th  Joy

Across  the  Pr imary ,  bo th  teachers  and s tudents  have fu l l y  embraced Hand
wr i t ing  Wi thout  Tears .  The cons is tency ,  fun ,  and s t ruc ture  o f  the  programme
have had a  v is ib le  impact  on  f ine  motor  deve lopment  and handwr i t ing
f luency .  I t ’ s  been wonder fu l  to  see how someth ing  so  foundat iona l  can
become such a  joy fu l  and empower ing  par t  o f  our  da i l y  rou t ines .

Outdoor  Educat ion and Learning Beyond the Classroom

Our  Outdoor  Educat ion  Camps th is  year  were  an  incred ib le  success !
Whether  h ik ing  th rough the  bush,  learn ing  teamwork  th rough camp
cha l lenges,  o r  s imp ly  d iscover ing  the  beauty  o f  na ture ,  s tudents
deve loped res i l ience,  independence,  and co l labora t ion  sk i l l s .  These
authent ic  exper iences  are  power fu l  ex tens ions  o f  c lassroom learn ing ,  the
moments  where  conf idence,  leadersh ip ,  and empathy  t ru ly  f lour ish .

Support ing Learners  Through Mastery  and Di f ferent ia t ion.

Our  mastery -based approach to  assessment  cont inues  to  s t rengthen learn ing
across  sub jec ts .  Through the  use o f  “Do I t  Aga in , ”  “Pro f ic ien t , ”  and
“Expand ing”  ind ica tors ,  s tudents  now unders tand tha t  learn ing  is  a  journey ,
one tha t  va lues  pers is tence,  feedback ,  and growth .

Da i ly  Rev iew rou t ines ,  par t i cu la r ly  in  Mathemat ics ,  a re  he lp ing  s tudents
deve lop  f luency ,  au tomat ic i t y ,  and long- te rm memory ,  ensur ing  tha t
foundat iona l  knowledge is  bo th  secure  and t rans ferab le .  Teachers  cont inue to
d i f fe ren t ia te  ins t ruc t ion  thought fu l l y ,  ensur ing  tha t  every  learner  i s  cha l lenged
and suppor ted  to  ach ieve  the i r  persona l  bes t .
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIMARY PRINCIPAL

Looking Forward

As we w i tness  our  s tudents  ask ing  thought fu l  ques t ions ,  shar ing  d i f fe ren t
perspec t ives  w i th  respec t  and cur ios i ty ,  and mak ing  connect ions  be tween
the i r  l i ves  and g loba l  i ssues ,  we see the  PYP ph i losophy coming to  l i fe .  In
every  c lassroom,  our  learners  a re  deve lop ing  the  c r i t i ca l  th ink ing  sk i l l s
they ' l l  need fo r  tomor row wh i le  deepen ing  the i r  unders tand ing  o f  bo th  the i r
her i tage and o thers '  s to r ies .

Beh ind  each pro jec t ,  per fo rmance,  and d iscovery  s tands  a  team o f  ded ica ted
teachers  who thought fu l l y  p lan  mean ing fu l  exper iences  fo r  our  s tudents .
The i r  commi tment  to  exce l lence,  combined w i th  our  s tudents '  en thus iasm fo r
learn ing  and our  paren ts '  engaged suppor t ,  c rea tes  an  educat iona l
env i ronment  where  au thent ic  inqu i ry  th r ives .   

I  inv i te  our  communi ty  to  cont inue engag ing  w i th  us  in  th is  exc i t ing
educat iona l  journey .  Your  par tnersh ip  and suppor t  make our  v ib ran t  learn ing
communi ty  poss ib le .

Warm regards ,

Jenna Brown |  Pr imary  Schoo l  Pr inc ipa l
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NEW WIS STAFF 

Luzaine  Hoff  PRE-PRIMARY 1

I am a passionate Early Childhood educator with
17 years of teaching experience. I studied at

Bolland College in Stellenbosch, South Africa,
and have taught at Deutsche Höhere

Privatschule, Namib Primary School, and Delta
School Windhoek. I believe every child has the
ability to learn, and education should nurture

knowledge, critical thinking, creativity, and moral
values. Outside the classroom, I enjoy spending

time with my family, supporting my children in
soccer and tennis, camping, and weekend

barbecues. I am excited to join WIS, a caring and
diverse community that celebrates curiosity,

creativity, and individual growth

My name is Nelson Gomachab, and I’m excited to join the
Primary School as an Educational Assistant in August 2025.

I’m really looking forward to supporting our students and
becoming part of the WIS family.

A bit about me — I enjoy soccer, cycling, and listening
to all kinds of music. I believe learning should be fun,

engaging, and something students look forward to
each day. Before WIS, I spent almost five years as a
family assistant and also tutored children of different

ages in both academics and sports.
Outside of school, you’ll usually find me cycling
around the city. I chose WIS because the strong
sense of trust and respect between teachers and

students really stood out to me.
Although this will be my first year in a classroom role,

I’m committed, eager to learn, and excited to
contribute to the school community.

 Nelson Gomachab Grade 2 EA

My name is Beauty Tjikemba, and I am proud to
be part of the Primary School team. I am

passionate about learning and teaching, and I
find great joy in supporting students as they grow

in confidence, curiosity, and independence. I
believe every child is unique, and I strive to meet
each learner with patience, understanding, and

encouragement.
It is a privilege to work alongside the Grade 1
team and contribute to a positive, nurturing

learning environment. I look forward to
continuing this journey with our wonderful

students and families.
Warm regards,

Beauty Tjikemba Grade 1 EA
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At its heart, the Primary Years Programme (PYP) is an inquiry-driven framework for learners aged 3-12. Instead of delivering the curriculum in isolated
‘subject blocks’, as it is traditional in many other educational frameworks, the PYP brings together ideas from history, geography, science, the arts, and
social studies (and Language and Maths too, to an extent) and turns them into meaningful, real-world questions. We could think of these as ‘learning blocks’,
which we call Units of Inquiry (UOIs). They are a series of ‘guided explorations’, where the children learn through asking open questions, investigating
collaboratively and critically reflecting.

PYP SPOTLIGHT: The PYP: how it works
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The concept of ‘Agency Through Inquiry’

PYP SPOTLIGHT: How it works

Agency in the PYP means that students are not passive receivers of
facts; they are guided to become the architects of their own learning
journeys. The UOIs start off with a ‘provocation’, a carefully crafted
experience (which can be a class activity, a trip, a speech, a role play,
a video, etc) designed to spark curiosity and encourage student
questions about a new unit. 
From that spark, under the guidance of the teacher, children decide
what they want and need to know, plan the resources they will need
and design investigations. Teachers act as facilitators -modelling
research techniques, prompting deeper thinking, and offering support
when challenges arise. 
This process can be seen as a recurring pattern: Ask → Investigate →
Reflect → Share/Act 
The share/act part is known as the Action. This should be the
culmination of the UOI: when ‘students apply their learning to make a
positive difference in their world, whether individually or collectively, in
big or small ways’. This can be as simple as inviting parents and the
wider community to school for a celebration, to share their findings and
to raise awareness of a particular issue. Or it can be as elaborate as a
real action in the community, such as volunteering to clean up a
neighbourhood, supporting a worthy cause through fundraising,
campaigning to change school policies, or promoting sensitive issues
through advocacy.
.

Each Unit of Inquiry aligns with one of the six IB Transdisciplinary
Themes: Who we are, Where we are in place and time, How we
express ourselves, How the world works, How we organise ourselves,
and Sharing the planet.

These themes are broad, overarching ideas under which umbrellas the
Units of Inquiry can be grouped. For example, a Grade 3 Unit of Inquiry
that explores the human use of earth's resources (and the association
that we sometimes see between resource overuse and natural
disasters) will fall under the transdisciplinary theme of ‘Sharing the
Planet’.

The themes provide the framework for inquiry-based learning,
encouraging students to explore real-world problems that go beyond
traditional subject boundaries. 
When planning a Unit at WIS, we deliberately try to strike a balance
between making it relevant to our particular location and, at the same
time, giving it a global breadth, ensuring that learning stays relevant to
students’ interests, to the Namibian environment, and to the broader
global community they belong to.
.

The Six Transdisciplinary Themes
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PYP SPOTLIGHT: How it works

Encourage Cur ios i ty :  When your  ch i ld  asks  “why, ”  respond w i th
another  ques t ion  ( “What  makes you th ink  tha t?” )  o r  suggest  a
s imp le  exper iment  they  cou ld  do ,  o r  research  they  cou ld
under take ,  in  o rder  to  answer  the  ques t ion .

Prov ide  Resources :  Espec ia l l y  books ,  appropr ia te  d ig i ta l
resources  and ‘human resources ’  ( IE :  Le t ’s  go  and speak  to  the
peop le  tha t  work  in  tha t  f ie ld )

Ce lebra te  Process  Over  Produc t :  Pra ise  e f fo r t ,  pers is tence,  and
the  w i l l i ngness  to  change one ’s  op in ion  (a  very  ra re  sk i l l  these
days ! ) .
S tay  Connected :  Encourage re f lec t ion  a t  home by  us ing
conversa t ion  s ta r te rs  about  the  learn ing  tha t  went  on  in  schoo l .  

Your  invo lvement  re in fo rces  the  message tha t  learn ing  is  a
cont inuous ,  co l labora t ive  adventure .

A Typical Day in an Inquiry-based Classroom How Parents Can Nurture Agency at Home

In  one o f  our  inqu i ry -based c lassrooms a t  WIS,  you might  see or
hear :
Student -Led Discussions:  Smal l  m ixed groups  o f  s tudents
d iscuss ing  ideas ,  shar ing  f ind ings ,  and dec id ing  on  nex t  s teps .

Hands-On Invest igat ion:  S tudents  car ry ing  ou t  phys ica l  exper iments
and inves t iga t ions .

Ref lect ion Journals:  S tudents  record  what  they  learned,  what
surpr ised  them,  and what  they  s t i l l  wonder  about .  

Publ ic  Shar ing:  S tudents  p resent ing  the i r  work  th rough pos ters ,
d ig i ta l  s l ideshows,  o r  shor t  per fo rmances (as  an  end-o f -un i t
ce lebra t ion ,  fo r  example) ,  where  parents  and teachers  f rom the  who le
WIS communi ty  a re  inv i ted  to  a t tend.

Final Thoughts
The PYP is more than a curriculum; it is a mindset that positions children as confident, capable, and compassionate learners. By prioritising inquiry,

agency, and a mix of local relevance with global connection, we give our students the tools to navigate an ever-changing world, to ask the right
questions, and to act on their findings.

Thank you for partnering with us on this journey. If you have any questions about a specific unit, would like suggestions for home activities, or simply
wish to discuss how the PYP aligns with your child’s strengths and cultural background, please feel free to reach out.
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PYP SPOTLIGHT: Rethinking Literacy in the IB Primary Years Programme

L i te racy  assessment  in  the  PYP is  cont inuous  and co l labora t ive .
Peer  conferences ,  teacher  check- ins  and se l f - re f lec t ion  rubr ics
rep lace  b inary  ou tcome tes ts .  A t  WIS,  feedback  focuses  on
process  ( IE ,  “Your  open ing  sentence pu l l s  the  reader  in ,  now
cons ider  add ing  a  v iv id  de ta i l ” )  ra ther  than a  s ing le  score ,
encourag ing  s tudents  to  v iew wr i t ing  as  an  evo lv ing  c ra f t .

In  conc lus ion ,  the  PYP changes the  usua l  sc r ip t :  language
emerges  f rom inqu i ry ,  genre  s tudy  is  purposefu l ,  and assessment
is  an  ongo ing  d ia logue ra ther  than a  verd ic t .  The resu l t  i s  a
genera t ion  o f  readers  and wr i te rs  who see words  as  br idges  to
unders tand ing ,  no t  mere ly  ru les  to  memor ise .

Fabr iz io  Cont i

PYP coord ina tor

Rethinking Literacy.
At  WIS,  we s t r i ve  to  weave the  teach ing  o f  L i te racy  in to  our  Un i ts  o f
Inqu i ry ,  as  Language is  the  too l  th rough wh ich  s tudents  exp lo re
ideas ,  so lve  prob lems and share  the i r  f ind ings .

In  co l labora t ion  w i th  our  teachers ,  we look  a t  a  range o f  tex t  types ,
and then we dec ide  wh ich  is  the  one tha t  speaks  d i rec t l y  to  the
spec i f i c  Un i t  o f  Inqu i ry .

For  example ,  a  ‘How We Express  Ourse lves ’  Un i t  o f  Inqu i ry ,  look ing
at  cu l tu ra l  d ivers i ty  in  A f r i ca ,  w i l l  lend  i t se l f  to  tex ts  such as  poet ry
or  song.  A  ‘Shar ing  The P lanet ’  Un i t  o f  Inqu i ry ,  look ing  a t  d i f fe ren t
ecosys tems,  w i l l  lend  i t se l f  to  in fo rmat ion- type tex t ,  such as  sc ien t i f i c
repor ts .  

Whi le  l ink ing  the  wr i t ing  and read ing  learn ing  to  the  Un i ts  can be
very  e f fec t i ve ,  a t  WIS,  we a lso  adopt  exp l i c i t  ins t ruc t ion .  A f te r
s tudents  have exper ienced a  genre  in  contex t  ( fo r  example ,  a
persuas ive  p iece  o f  wr i t ing  l inked to  a  un i t  on  money and marke ts ) ,
the  teachers  decons t ruc t  and examine w i th  the  c lass  the  var ious
e lements  o f  tha t  genre ,  so  tha t  the  learners  can then recrea te
persuas ive  wr i t ing  in  o ther  contex ts .  

Th is  c ross-cur r i cu la r  p rac t ice  re in fo rces  the  idea tha t  c lear
communica t ion  is  essent ia l  in  every  f ie ld ,  and i t  g ives  s tudents
immedia te  re levance fo r  the i r  wr i t ten  work .
A t  t imes,  we c rea te  en t i re  d isc re te  language un i ts ,  when in tegra t ing
language learn ing  w i th in  the  t ransd isc ip l inary  un i ts  does  no t
su f f i c ien t ly  address  spec i f i c  s tudent  needs  or  spec i f i c  foundat iona l
sk i l l  deve lopment .

.
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PYP SPOTLIGHT: A Fresh Perspective on Mathematics in the IB Primary Years Programme

When Maths  can be  incorpora ted  in  the  Un i t  o f  Inqu i ry ,  s tudents
u t i l i se  i t  to  ca lcu la te  percentages ,  co l lec t  and present  da ta ,
manage money,  unders tand t ime,  es t imate  d is tances  and much,
much more .  A l l  au thent ic  app l i ca t ions  i l l us t ra te  why mathemat ica l
th ink ing  mat te rs  in  rea l  l i fe .

The Maths  assessment  in  the  PYP is  fo rmat ive :  s tudents  record
s t ra teg ies ,  ske tch  so lu t ions ,  and eva lua te  the i r  reason ing  in  the i r
own books .  Teacher  input  focuses  on  growth  ( “Your  nex t  s tep
is…”) .  Ch i ld ren  are  encouraged to  share  the i r  th ink ing  and
methods ,  p romot ing  a  co l labora t ive  cu l tu re ,  where  they  see tha t
there  o f ten  are  d i f fe ren t  ways  o f  ach iev ing  the  same outcome.  

Our  PYP Maths  programme cu l t i va tes  mathemat ica l l y  l i te ra te
th inkers  who can app ly  numbers  to  so lve  genu ine  prob lems.  

Fabr iz io  Cont i

PYP coord ina tor

A Fresh Perspective on Mathematics.
Mathemat ics  in  the  Pr imary  Years  Programme (PYP)  is  bu i l t  on  the  be l ie f
tha t  numbers  are  a  language fo r  inves t iga t ing  the  wor ld ,  no t  a  se t  o f
abs t rac t  symbols  to  be  memor ised.

At  WIS we fee l  our  s tudents  need to  have s t rong numeracy  sk i l l s ,  so  tha t
they  can fee l  con f ident  us ing  Maths  when car ry ing  ou t  inves t iga t ions ,
so lv ing  prob lems,  man ipu la t ing  da ta  and connect ing  numbers  to  rea l  l i fe
exper iences .  We a lso  recogn ise  tha t  the  learn ing  o f  maths  is  inc rementa l ,
whereby  s tudents  p rogress ive ly  bu i ld  on  prev ious  knowledge and
unders tand ing .  

For  these reasons ,  we promote  the  idea o f  ‘number  sense ’ :  th is  i s  de f ined
as  ‘ the  in tu i t i ve  unders tand ing  o f  numbers  and the i r  re la t ionsh ips ,  wh ich
a l lows fo r  f lex ib le  th ink ing  in  rea l  l i fe  s i tua t ions ’ .

When ch i ld ren  deve lop  a  good number  sense,  they  become fami l ia r  w i th
impor tan t  concepts ,  such as  quant i t y  and compar ison,  and app ly  them in
everyday  l i fe .  

In  o rder  to  ach ieve  number  sense,  we fo l low a  dua l  approach:  we use
Maths  as  a  too l  in  our  Un i ts  o f  Inqu i ry  ( fo r  example  fo r  rea l  wor ld  s i tua t ion
data  co l lec t ion) ,  and we a lso  c rea te  d isc ree t  Maths  Un i ts .  These b locks  o f
lessons /ac t iv i t ies  expose the  ch i ld ren  to  spec i f i c  mathemat ica l  a reas  and
concepts  in  depth ,  and a lso  c rea te  an  oppor tun i ty  fo r  some mnemonic
type learn ing .

Our  teachers  a re  very  sk i l led  a t  ask ing  prob ing  ques t ions  and us ing  a
var ie ty  o f  s t ra teg ies  to  b r ing  these concepts  to  l i fe ,  th rough
manipu la t i ves ,  d ig i ta l  s imu la t ions ,  songs  e tc .  

S ince  las t  year  we have a lso  incorpora ted  a  b r ie f ,  da i l y  Math  rev iew.  Th is
is  a  “Math  Warm-Up” ,  usua l ly  a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  the  day ,  wh ich  rev is i ts  a
prev ious ly  covered sk i l l  (menta l  mu l t ip l i ca t ion ,  g raph in te rpre ta t ion ,
shape/space vocabu lary  e tc ) .  Th is  repet i t ion  a ims a t  mov ing  knowledge
f rom shor t - te rm reca l l  to  long- te rm mastery ,  and i t  bu i lds  conf idence as
s tudents  see themse lves  progress .
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EARLY YEARS 1/2 

KINDERGARTEN TEAM

Ekaterina Shino
Homeroom teacher

With 13 years as a Homeroom teacher at WIS, I thrive on creativity
in my teaching. And enjoy developing a Reggio-inspired learning
program for 3-4-year-olds. In my free time, I love reading books,

playing the piano, and exploring Namibia, my second home for the
past 20 years.

Ms Virginia 
Educational Assistant

My name is Virginia Uapunduka. I am a long-standing member of
the WIS community, with both my children and my grandson

attending the school. I have been at WIS for 30 years, and during
this time I have learned a great deal. Working in such a diverse
environment has helped me grow, especially in supporting and

understanding Early Years students
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EARLY YEARS 1/2 

During the first Unit of Inquiry, students had a chance to learn about themselves and others.
What makes us the same and different and how we can contribute and help each other in the
class with different skills and abilities.

Central Idea: Everyone’s special characteristics contribute to making uss special
characteristics contribute to making us one of a kind

Approaches to learning skills: 

Communication skills
Exchanging information

Listening - I can listen to information
Speaking - I can express my thoughts, feelings, and ideas using words and sentences
Cooperating - I can learn cooperatively in a group
Interpersonal relationships - I care, share, and help others and wait for my turn

Sel f -management  sk i l ls
Sel f - regu la t ion
In formed cho ices  -  I  can  comple te  my work  independent ly .

An inquiry into: 
What are the things I am capable of doing?
What are the activities that I can do best? How do I do it?
How do I teach others to know what I know?

Learner Profile Attributes:

Caring 
Students learnt to take care of themselves and others. They learnt to follow the class
agreements to create a safe environment for all. 

Open-minded
Students learned to explore and develop open-mindedness to gain new experiences. Students
worked in large and small groups and also took on individual tasks.

Inquiries: Students will inquire into the things that make them individual and unique. This
includes exploring physical characteristics, names, likes and dislikes, interests, and abilities.
They will develop an understanding of some similarities and differences between people, which
enables us to accept and celebrate a unique self.

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: WHO WE ARE
Key Concepts

1.Form: Things that make me me.
This inquiry helps children explore their personal identity—their physical traits, emotions,
preferences, family background, and cultural influences.

 2. Function: Things that I can do and learn to do
Children investigate their current abilities (e.g., tying their shoes, drawing, sharing) and identify
new skills they can develop (e.g., writing their name, problem-solving).

3. Responsibility: How I make a difference in the group.
Students explore how their actions affect others—whether in friendships, classrooms, or
families. They learn about cooperation, kindness, and responsibility.
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EARLY YEARS 1/2 

Dur ing  th is  Un i t ,  s tudents  learned tha t  s to r ies  have essent ia l  e lements  tha t
g ive  them the i r  s t ruc tu re .  They  a lso  exper ienced present ing  s to r ies  in
d i f fe ren t  fo rms,  l i ke  songs  w i th  ac t ions  and drama p lays .

Centra l  Idea:  S to r ies  can be  c rea ted ,  in te rpre ted  and apprec ia ted  in
d i f fe ren t  ways .

Approaches to  learning sk i l ls :  
Socia l  sk i l ls :  In terpersonal  re la t ionships

Soc ia l  and emot iona l  in te l l igence
Be respec t fu l  to  o thers
L is ten  c lose ly  to  o thers
He lp  o thers
P lay  coopera t ive ly  in  a  g roup:  shar ing ,  tak ing  tu rns

Sel f -management  sk i l ls
Res i l ience -  Show ab i l i t y  to  ad jus t  to  new s i tua t ions
Perseverance -  Manage own emot ions
Fo l low the  d i rec t ions  o f  o thers
Fo l low c lassroom rou t ines

An inquiry  into:
 

How to  cons t ruc t  an  e f fec t i ve  s to ry
Stor ies  in fo rm and en ter ta in
How s tor ies  can be  c rea ted  and shared

IB  Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Communicator
Students  unders tood and expressed the i r  fee l ings  about  s to r ies  conf ident ly
and c rea t ive ly  us ing  a  var ie ty  o f  modes o f  communica t ion .

Thinker
Students  exerc ised in i t ia t i ve  in  app ly ing  th ink ing  sk i l l s  c rea t ive ly  to
recogn ise  d i f fe ren t  aspec ts  o f  fami l ia r  s to r ies .

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: HOW WE EXPRESS OURSELVES

Key Concepts
1. Form:  Wi th  a  focus  on  fo rm,  s tudents  unders tand tha t ,  l i ke  every th ing ,  a

s to ry  too  has  a  fo rm wi th  recogn isab le  fea tures  tha t  can  be  ident i f ied ,
descr ibed and ca tegor ised .  

2 .  Funct ion:  With  a  focus  on  func t ion ,  s tudents  w i l l  learn  tha t  d i f fe ren t
fo rms o f  a r t ,  dance and drama can express  fee l ings  and ideas  to  p resent  o r
te l l  a  s to ry .   

3 .  Perspect ive:  Wi th  a  focus  on  perspec t ive ,  s tudents  w i l l  a lso  be  ab le  to
crea te  the i r  s to r ies  and share  them th rough a  d i f fe ren t  med ium.

Student  Ref lect ion
Tenda i  -  I  learned tha t  s to r ies  have charac ters .  I  l i ke  the  s to ry  "Owl  Bab ies" .
My favour i te  par t  i s  when Mommy came back .  

R i t i sha  -  I  l i ke  to  take  par t  in  a  d rama p lay  "Owl  Bab ies" .  I 'm a  baby  in  a
s tory .  
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PRE-PRIMARY 1 TEAM

 Luzaine Hoff- Pre-primary 1 Homeroom Teacher Esther Hango - Educational Assistant Teacher

Hello! My name is Esther Hango, and I am thrilled to be your child's teacher for
Pre-Primary 1 this year. Originally from Namibia, I am excited to be part of the
wonderful WIS team. I have a deep passion for nurturing young minds and am
dedicated to creating a warm and supportive learning environment where
every child can thrive. With over 21 years of experience in education,

 I have had the joy of supporting and guiding our bright-eyed WIS learners.
Each day in the classroom is an adventure filled with curiosity, discovery, and,
of course, plenty of laughter. I look forward to partnering with you to make this
year a memorable and enriching experience for your child. Together, we can
inspire a love of learning that lasts a lifetime!

I am delighted to introduce myself as the new teacher for your child in the
upcoming school year. My name is Luzaine Hoff, and I am Namibian. With 17
years of experience in education. I believe that every child has the potential to
succeed and thrive in a nurturing and supportive learning environment.

Throughout my journey as an educator, I have had the privilege of working with
diverse groups of students, each with their own unique strengths,
interests, and challenges. My teaching philosophy centres around fostering a
love for learning, encouraging critical thinking, and promoting a
growth mindset. I am dedicated to helping your child develop the necessary
skills, knowledge, and confidence to excel academically and personally.
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EARLY YEARS 1/2 

An inqu i ry  in to  r igh ts  and respons ib i l i t i es  in  the  s t rugg le  to  share  f in i te
resources  w i th  o ther  l i v ing  th ings ;  communi t ies  and the  re la t ionsh ips  w i th in
and be tween them;  access  to  equa l  oppor tun i t ies ;  peace and conf l i c t
reso lu t ion

Centra l  Idea
Nur tur ing  re la t ionsh ips  w i th in  my communi ty .

An Inqu i ry  in to
Our  bond w i th  the  wor ld  a round us
Impor tance o f  re la t ionsh ips
Role  and respons ib i l i t y  to  ma in ta in  hea l thy  re la t ionsh ips .

During The Uni t

Dur ing  th is  un i t ,  s tudents  ident i f ied  d i f fe ren t  re la t ionsh ips  around them and
the i r  ro le  in  tha t  re la t ionsh ip .  They  va lued each member  and unders tood tha t
they  have a  v i ta l  ro le  to  p lay  in  a  re la t ionsh ip .  S tudents  fu r ther  showed
empathy ,  compass ion  and respec t  towards  the  needs and fee l ings  o f  o thers .
They unders tand tha t  peop le 's  cho ices  have an  impact  on  the i r
re la t ionsh ips .  They  unders tood the  impor tance o f  in te l lec tua l ,  phys ica l  and
emot iona l  ba lance to  ach ieve  persona l  we l l -be ing  o f  a l l .

Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes
Socia l  Ski l ls :

Students  deve loped the i r  in te rpersona l  re la t ionsh ips  as  they  inves t iga ted
d i f fe ren t  re la t ionsh ips  they  share  w i th in  the i r  communi ty .
Ro le-p lay  and fami ly  v is i t s  he lped s tudents  deepen the i r  unders tand ing  o f
how d i f fe ren t  re la t ionsh ips  are  deve loped and main ta ined.  

Communicat ion Ski l ls :  
S tudents  made in fo rmed cho ices  o f  how to  communica te  ( l i s ten /speak)
w i th in  a  var ie ty  o f  communi ty  cho ices  to  deve lop  and main ta in  hea l thy
re la t ionsh ips .

Sel f -management  Ski l ls :  
Students  made cho ices  and se l f - regu la ted  to  take  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  the i r
ac t ions  and emot ions .

Unit 1 : Who we are

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Who We Are
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An inqu i ry  in to  o r ien ta t ion  in  p lace  and t ime;  persona l  h is to r ies ;  homes and
journeys ;  the  d iscover ies ,  exp lo ra t ions ,  and migra t ions  o f  humank ind ;  the
re la t ionsh ips  be tween and the  in te rconnectedness  o f  ind iv idua ls  and
c iv i l i za t ions ,  f rom loca l  and g loba l  perspec t ives .

Centra l  Idea
Human in te rac t ion  w i th  the  na tura l  wor ld  causes  change.

Line of  Inquiry  :
The natura l  wor ld
Human in te rac t ion  w i th  na ture
Changes peop le  can make

During The Uni t
Students  unders tood tha t  we can sor t  th ings  by  what  makes them the  same
or  d i f fe ren t .  They  fu r ther  exp lo red  how nature  can he lp  us  make good
cho ices .  They  unders tood tha t  peop le  a re  par t  o f  na ture ,  and what  we do  can
he lp  o r  hur t  the  wor ld  a round us .
Students  d rew p ic tu res  o f  an  an imal  o r  p lan t  showing what  i t  does  or  how i t
l i ves .  They  showed and ac ted  ou t  a  p rocess  in  na ture ,  l i ke  how f lowers  g row
or  how ra in  fa l l s .  S tudents  watched and d iscussed th ings  in  na ture ,  fo r
example ,  how the  weather  changes or  how an imals  behave.

Approaches to  Learning

Think ing  
Research
Communica t ion

Learner  Prof i le  

Knowledgeab le
Inqu i re rs
Open-minded

Unit 2: Sharing the planet

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Sharing the planet
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EARLY YEARS 3/4 TEAM

PRE-PRIMARY 2 TEAM

Yvonne de Vos (PP 2A)

Hilma Sakaria EA (PP 2A)

Qaanita Coelho (PP 2B)

Indonesia Garoes  (PP 2B)

Hi, I’m Qaanita Coelho, and I’ve been at WIS
for nearly 9 years. Teaching Pre-Primary 2/3

is a joy—my days are filled with curiosity,
creativity, and lots of laughter. 

I believe in fostering a love of learning in
every child, helping them explore, create,

and grow. I also just completed my BEdHons
Degree (NQF 8) this year, which inspires me
to keep developing as an educator. There’s

nothing more rewarding than seeing my
students’ learning come alive!

My name is Yvonne de Vos. This year with
our curious 5-6-year-olds at WIS has been

truly special! 

I love seeing children explore, ask questions,
and grow, and this amazing group inspires
me every day. I believe in nurturing each

child’s curiosity, creativity, and love of
learning, and even in just a few months,

they’ve become such a special part of my
life. I can’t wait for all the learning

adventures ahead!

I’m Hilma Sakaria, and I’ve proudly been part
of WIS for five years. 

For the past two years, I’ve enjoyed being an
Educational Assistant in the Pre-Primary,

encouraging curiosity, creativity, and a love
of learning in every child. Each day is filled
with laughter, exploration, and discovery,

and I feel privileged to share these moments
with the students. I’m excited to continue
supporting their growth and seeing all the

amazing things they will achieve!

Hi, I’m Indonesia Garoes. I’ve worked with
children for over five years, both as a nanny

and a teaching assistant, supporting their
growth and learning.

 I love creating warm, fun, and curious
learning spaces and helping every child

build confidence and creativity. I recently
had a baby and will be returning to school in
January, excited to see my students again!
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Under  the  theme o f  Who We Are ,  ch i ld ren  asked ques t ions  and exp lo red  the i r
own fami l ies  as  we l l  as  o thers ’ .  They  learned about  fami ly  s t ruc tu res ,  such
as  nuc lear ,  ex tended,  and s ing le -parent  fami l ies ,  and examined how
ce lebra t ions  and cu l tu ra l  t rad i t ions  s t rengthened fami ly  bonds .  Through
story te l l ing ,  shar ing ,  and c rea t ive  ac t iv i t ies ,  s tudents  p rac t ised
communica t ion ,  c r i t i ca l  th ink ing ,  and observa t ion  sk i l l s  wh i le  deve lop ing
respec t  fo r  the  d ivers i ty  o f  fami ly  exper iences .

Centra l  Idea:  Fami l ies  he lp  shape who we are  th rough ro les ,
respons ib i l i t i es ,  and shared t rad i t ions .

Approaches to  learning sk i l ls :  
Students  deve lop  th ink ing  and research  sk i l l s  as  they  ga ther  and organ ise
in fo rmat ion  about  the i r  fami l ies .  They  observe ,  document ,  and in te rpre t
de ta i l s  th rough drawing ,  char t ing ,  and emergent  wr i t ing ,  fos te r ing  cur ios i ty
and unders tand ing  o f  how fami ly  l i fe  shapes ident i t y .  

An inquiry  into:  
Features  o f  a  fami ly  tha t  make i t  un ique
How a  fami ly  works  -  ro les  and respons ib i l i t i es  w i th in  i t
T rad i t ions  and exper iences  tha t  p rov ide  a  sense o f  iden t i t y  and be long ing

 
During th is  uni t ,  we inquired into:
Dur ing  Term 1 ,  our  Pre-pr imary  2  s tudents  exp lo red  how fami l ies  in f luence
who we are .  Through gu ided inqu i r ies ,  ch i ld ren  inves t iga ted  the  d i f fe ren t
ro les  fami ly  members  p layed,  the  respons ib i l i t i es  they  he ld ,  and the  spec ia l
t rad i t ions  tha t  c rea ted  a  sense o f  be long ing .  S tudents  re f lec ted  on  how these
ro les  and t rad i t ions  shaped the i r  iden t i t ies  and he lped them unders tand the
d iverse  ways  fami l ies  func t ion .

IB Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Open-minded:  S tudents  exp lo red  a  var ie ty  o f  fami ly  s t ruc tu res  and cu l tu ra l
t rad i t ions .  They  learned to  apprec ia te  tha t  fami l ies  can look  d i f fe ren t  and
tha t  each fami ly ’s  exper iences  and ways  o f  do ing  th ings  are  va luab le .

Communicator :  S tudents  shared s to r ies  about  the i r  own fami l ies  th rough
presenta t ions ,  s to ry te l l ing ,  and c rea t ive  pro jec ts .  They  prac t ised  organ is ing
the i r  ideas ,  speak ing  c lear ly ,  and l i s ten ing  respec t fu l l y  to  o thers ’
exper iences .  

Inquirer :  S tudents  asked ques t ions  about  fami ly  ro les ,  respons ib i l i t i es ,  and
t rad i t ions .  They  inves t iga ted  the i r  own fami l ies  and o thers ’ ,  observed
pat te rns ,  and recorded the i r  f ind ings ,  showing cur ios i ty  and a  des i re  to
unders tand how fami l ies  shape who we are

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Who We Are
Key Comcepts
Function: Students explored the different roles family members played, such as caregivers
or providers, and understood how these roles helped the family work smoothly. They also
reflected on why family traditions and celebrations were important for togetherness and
considered how these shaped their own identity.

Connection: Students investigated how family members were linked through relationships,
such as parent-child and siblings. They explored their family origins and cultural
backgrounds to see how these influenced their personal identity and their role within the
family.

Responsibility: Students considered their own responsibilities within their family and
examined how responsibilities at home connected to responsibilities in the classroom and
wider community.

Students' reflections from this Unit of Inquiry:
At the end of the unit, our Pre-primary 2 students celebrated their learning by sharing what
they had discovered about families with their parents. They explained the roles and
responsibilities of family members, talked about their own family traditions, and reflected on
how these shaped who they are. It was wonderful to see the children communicating their
ideas confidently, showing pride in their learning, and listening to others’ experiences during
this special celebration.
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Under  the  theme Shar ing  the  P lanet ,  ch i ld ren  inves t iga ted  the  re la t ionsh ips
between l i v ing  th ings  and the i r  sur round ings .  They  learned tha t  every th ing
in  na ture  is  connected  and tha t  our  ac t ions  can pos i t i ve ly  o r  negat ive ly
a f fec t  the  env i ronment .  The theme encouraged ch i ld ren  to  th ink  c r i t i ca l l y
about  how they  can care  fo r  p lan ts  and,  in  tu rn ,  suppor t  the  we l l -be ing  o f
a l l  l i v ing  th ings .

Centra l  Idea:  The growth  o f  p lan ts  i s  connected  to  how we care  fo r  our
env i ronment .

An inquiry  into:  
Observe  the  d i f fe ren t  par ts  o f  a  p lan t :  leaves ,  s tems,  and roo ts  (and
f lower )  
What  p lan ts  need to  g row (Exp lor ing  bas ic  needs  fo r  the  surv iva l  o f
l i v ing  th ings :  so i l ,  water ,  a i r ,  sun l igh t )
How p lan ts  he lp  l i v ing  th ings  (Unders tand ing  tha t  p lan ts  p rov ide  food,
oxygen,  and hab i ta ts )

Approaches to  learning sk i l ls :  
S tudents  p rac t ised  research  and in fo rmat ion  l i te racy  sk i l l s ,  observ ing
p lan ts  us ing  a l l  the i r  senses  and record ing  f ind ings  th rough drawings ,
char ts ,  and emergent  wr i t ing .  They  deve loped th ink ing  sk i l l s  by  ana lys ing
observa t ions ,  fo rming  conc lus ions ,  and eva lua t ing  s t ra teg ies .  Soc ia l  and
se l f -management  sk i l l s  were  a lso  s t rengthened as  ch i ld ren  l i s tened to
o thers ,  worked together ,  fo l lowed d i rec t ions ,  and demonst ra ted
perseverance wh i le  p rob lem-so lv ing .

Key Concepts  
Funct ion:  Unders tand ing  what  each par t  o f  a  p lan t  does  and why i t  i s
impor tan t .
Connect ion:  Exp lo r ing  how p lan ts ,  humans,  and the  env i ronment  re ly  on
each o ther .
Form:  Observ ing  the  d i f fe ren t  shapes and s t ruc tu res  o f  p lan ts  and the i r
components .
 
IB  Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Inquirers:  Chi ld ren  showed cur ios i ty  and a  des i re  to  ask  ques t ions  about
p lan ts  and the  env i ronment .

Knowledgeable:  They  ga ined unders tand ing  about  p lan t  g rowth ,  surv iva l
needs ,  and the  connect ions  be tween l i v ing  th ings .

.

Communicators:  S tudents  shared observa t ions ,  ideas ,  and d iscover ies
e f fec t i ve ly  w i th  the i r  peers  and teachers

Students '  re f lect ions f rom th is  Uni t  of  Inquiry:
Dur ing  te rm 2 ,  we learned how p lan ts  g row and why we need to  take  care  o f  the
env i ronment .  We p lan ted  le t tuce ,  tomatoes ,  beans ,  and watermelon  seeds  in  our
schoo l  garden and watered  them every  day .  We d id  an  exper iment  w i th  pe tun ia
p lan ts  to  see how water  and sun l igh t  he lp  them grow.  We a lso  went  on  na ture
walks ,  looked a t  d i f fe ren t  p lan ts ,  and recorded what  we saw.  We learned tha t
p lan ts  g ive  us  food,  oxygen,  and homes fo r  an ima ls ,  and tha t  we can he lp  them
by car ing  fo r  our  env i ronment .

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Sharing the Planet
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Beauty Tjikemba  EA GRADE 1
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Christelein Jarman GRADE 1B

GRADE 1 TEAM

Sonandre Fick GRADE 1A

My name is Sonandre Fick, and I am 37 years old. With over 16
years of teaching experience at Windhoek International School, I

am proud to call WIS my second home. Teaching has always been
more than just a career for me — it’s a calling. Each day, I am

inspired by the curiosity, creativity, and joy that our young learners
bring into the classroom. Watching them grow in confidence and

understanding is what keeps my passion for education alive.
As a proud WIS parent of two wonderful children, I understand
firsthand the importance of creating a nurturing, engaging, and

supportive learning environment. My teaching philosophy is deeply
rooted in family values — care, connection, and community. I

believe that when children feel valued and loved, they thrive both
academically and personally.

I feel truly grateful to be part of the WIS family, where learning is
joyful, relationships are meaningful, and every child’s potential is

celebrated.

My name is Christelien Jarman, and I am a
dedicated and caring educator who is passionate

about creating a positive, engaging, and
supportive learning environment for young
children. I enjoy helping students grow in

confidence, develop new skills, and discover the
joy of learning every day. Building strong

relationships with my students and their families is
something I truly value, and I strive to make every

child feel seen, supported, and celebrated.

My name is Beauty Tjikemba, I am a Namibian who is
passionate about learning and teaching.

There is nothing that inspires me more than seeing
students who are willing to learn and engage. And grade 1
A is just that. I am very sensitive towards each student’s

behavior and capability, therefore, with calmness and
complete understanding, I support each (each child is
unique) child to produce excellent works and become

more and more encouraged to learn each day .

My joy comes from aiding my homeroom teacher( Mrs
Sonandre) to produce outstanding academic results

without tears.

My name is. Auried, a proud Namibian educator with over a
decade of experience. For 10 wonderful years, I served as an

assistant teacher at WIS, followed by an exciting year and a half
teaching in a government school. This year, I have the pleasure

of working alongside the inspiring Ms Christelien.

My passion for teaching was sparked when I began tutoring local
children, fondly called “the Rocks,” in my neighbourhood.

Witnessing their curiosity and growth fueled my love for education
and the joy of building meaningful connections with my students.

Beyond the classroom, I am an enthusiastic volleyball player and
a baker who is always ready to whip up delicious treats or hit the

court. I thrive on new challenges and eagerly embrace every
opportunity for growth and adventure!

Auried Bock EA GRADE 1
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GRADE 1

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: WHO WE ARE
Through the  l ine  o f  inqu i ry  on  the  s tages  o f  human growth  (Form) ,  s tudents
learned how peop le  change f rom in fancy  to  adu l thood.  They  compared the
ways  they  have grown and re f lec ted  on  how the i r  needs ,  ab i l i t ies ,  and
respons ib i l i t i es  evo lve  over  t ime.
Exp lor ing  how we learn  and deve lop  new sk i l l s  (Func t ion) ,  s tudents  engaged
in  hands-on exper iences  to  unders tand tha t  learn ing  takes  prac t ice ,  pa t ience,
and perseverance.  They  shared examples  o f  new sk i l l s  they  have mastered
and ce lebra ted  the i r  persona l  g rowth .
Las t ly ,  th rough the  ro le  o f  o thers  in  he lp ing  us  grow (Respons ib i l i t y ) ,
s tudents  recogn ized the  impor tance o f  fami ly ,  f r iends ,  and teachers  in  the i r
deve lopment .  They  re f lec ted  on  ways  they  can a lso  suppor t  o thers  and show
apprec ia t ion  fo r  the  peop le  who he lp  them learn .
Th is  un i t  encouraged s tudents  to  be  re f lec t i ve ,  car ing ,  and ba lanced
learners ,  unders tand ing  tha t  g rowth  is  a  l i fe long journey  suppor ted  by  our
communi ty .

Centra l  Idea:  
People  grow and change throughout  the i r  l ives.

An inquiry  into:  
S tages  o f  human growth .  (Form)
How we learn  and deve lop  new sk i l l s .  (Func t ion)
The ro le  o f  o thers  in  he lp ing  us  grow.  (Respons ib i l i t y )

 
IB  Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Throughout  th is  un i t ,  our  Grade 1  s tudents  demonst ra ted  what  i t  means to  be
t rue  inquirers ,  communicators ,  and ref lect ive  learners .  They  asked
thought fu l  ques t ions ,  shared the i r  ideas  conf ident ly ,  and l i s tened respec t fu l l y
to  o thers ’  perspec t ives .  By  re f lec t ing  on  the i r  own growth  and learn ing
exper iences ,  they  d iscovered more  about  themse lves  and how the i r  ac t ions
can make a  d i f fe rence.  The i r  cur ios i ty ,  communica t ion ,  and re f lec t ion  made
th is  un i t  a  mean ing fu l  exp lo ra t ion  o f  Who We Are .  

Key Concepts  
Func t ion  –  S tudents  inqu i red  in to  how we learn  and deve lop  new sk i l l s .  They
d iscovered tha t  learn ing  takes  t ime,  p rac t ice ,  and perseverance.  Through
act iv i t ies  l i ke  ty ing  shoe laces ,  wr i t ing  le t te rs ,  and learn ing  new games,  they
exp lored  how the  bra in  and body  work  together  and re f lec ted  on  what  i t  fee ls
l i ke  to  t ry ,  make mis takes ,  and improve.  They  learned tha t  a l l  learn ing  has  a
purpose,  a  p rocess ,  and a  way o f  work ing .

Responsib i l i ty  – Students  exp lo red  how the  peop le  a round us  he lp  us  grow.
They learned tha t  the i r  cho ices  and ac t ions  a f fec t  themse lves  and o thers .
Through d iscuss ions ,  s to r ies ,  and ro le -p lay ,  they  ident i f ied  he lpers  such as
parents ,  teachers ,  and f r iends ,  and cons idered ways  to  show gra t i tude and
k indness .  They  a lso  learned tha t  they  p lay  an  impor tan t  ro le  in  the i r  own
growth  by  mak ing  car ing ,  respons ib le  cho ices  each day .
Form –  S tudents  inves t iga ted  the  s tages  o f  human growth  and how peop le
change in  s ize ,  ab i l i t ies ,  and unders tand ing  over  t ime.  By  compar ing  bab ies ,
ch i ld ren ,  and adu l ts  th rough d iscuss ions  and t ime l ines ,  they  ident i f ied  key
fea tures  o f  each l i fe  s tage.  They  learned tha t  everyone grows a t  the i r  own
pace and in  the i r  own un ique way,  he lp ing  them bet te r  unders tand
themse lves  and o thers .

Student  Ref lect ions  
“ I  learned tha t  I  can  do  more  th ings  now because I ’ ve  g rown and prac t iced . ”  –
Emma
 “We learn  new sk i l l s  when we t ry  aga in  and aga in . ”  –  Ka i
“My fami ly  and teachers  he lp  me to  g row,  and I  can  he lp  my f r iends  too . ”  –
L iya
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How The World Works
n  th is  exc i t ing  Un i t  o f  Inqu i ry ,  our  Grade 1  s tudents  exp lo red  how l igh t  and
sound he lp  us  unders tand and connect  w i th  the  wor ld  a round us .  They
inves t iga ted  where  l igh t  comes f rom,  how shadows are  fo rmed,  and how
sound t rave ls  th rough d i f fe ren t  mater ia ls .  Through hands-on exper iments ,
observa t ions ,  and d iscuss ions ,  s tudents  d iscovered tha t  l igh t  and sound have
un ique proper t ies  and func t ions  tha t  can  be  observed,  descr ibed,  and tes ted .
They  became t rue  inqu i re rs  as  they  asked ques t ions  l i ke ,  “What  happens
when l igh t  i s  b locked?”  and “How do ins t ruments  make sound?”  As
communica tors ,  they  shared the i r  d iscover ies  w i th  peers  and exp la ined the i r
th ink ing  us ing  drawings ,  mode ls ,  and demonst ra t ions .  By  be ing  re f lec t i ve ,
s tudents  learned how l igh t  and sound in f luence our  da i l y  l i ves  and how we
use them to  see,  hear ,  and s tay  sa fe .
Th is  un i t  sparked cur ios i ty ,  wonder ,  and a  deeper  apprec ia t ion  fo r  the
sc ience in  our  everyday  wor ld .

Centra l  Idea:  
L igh t  and sound he lp  us  unders tand and connect  w i th  the  wor ld  a round us .

An inquiry  into:  
The proper t ies  o f  l igh t  and sound ( fo rm)
How l igh t  and sound can be  used ( func t ion)
Our  respons ib i l i t y  in  p ro tec t ing  our  senses  and env i ronment
( respons ib i l i t y )

Key Concepts
They inves t iga ted  the  func t ion  o f  l igh t  and sound,  d iscover ing  how they
t rave l ,  how shadows are  fo rmed,  and how d i f fe ren t  mater ia ls  a f fec t  sound.
Through exper iments ,  observa t ions ,  and d iscuss ions ,  s tudents  learned tha t
bo th  l igh t  and sound have a  purpose and a  way o f  work ing  tha t  can  be
exp lored  and tes ted .
Focus ing  on  change,  s tudents  observed how l igh t  and sound can be  a l te red
for  example ,  how shadows grow and shr ink  o r  how sounds become louder  o r
so f te r  and re f lec ted  on  the  e f fec ts  these changes have on  the  wor ld .  They
a lso  exp lo red  respons ib i l i t y ,  learn ing  to  hand le  mater ia ls  sa fe ly  dur ing
exper iments  and to  share  the i r  f ind ings  thought fu l l y  w i th  o thers .
By  ask ing  ques t ions ,  shar ing  ideas ,  and re f lec t ing  on  the i r  d iscover ies ,
s tudents  deve loped cur ios i ty ,  communica t ion  sk i l l s ,  and an  unders tand ing  o f
the  ways  l igh t  and sound impact  da i l y  l i fe .

IB  Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Communica tor ,  Ba lanced Open-minded

Students  Relect ions 

“ I  learned that  l ight  t ravels  in  s t ra ight  l ines.”  –  India
 “Sound is  made when something v ibrates .”  –  Ar ie l
 “Shadows are  made when l ight  is  b locked.”  –  V igo
 “Light  can ref lect ,  bend,  and make colours .”  –  Joud
 “We can use sound to  send messages.”  –  Hazel
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Debisa Cooper - GRADE 2A

My name is Debisa Cooper, and I am proud to call
Namibia my home. I am currently in my 14th year
at WIS, and this year I have the joy of teaching
Grade 2. I am deeply committed to education,
especially within the PYP, because I believe
strongly in inquiry-based learning and the power
of student agency. When students have the
opportunity to explore, question, and make their
own choices, they become more engaged and
take true ownership of their learning — and that is
where the most meaningful learning happens.

Nelson Gomachab - EA GRADE 2

My name is Nelson Gomachab, and I am truly enjoying my role as an Educational
Assistant.
These past months have been filled with learning, growth, and wonderful
connections with both students and staff. I’ve loved supporting the children in their
education, watching their confidence grow, and being part of a team that values
curiosity, kindness, and collaboration. Every day has reminded me why I chose
WIS — the positive energy, the strong relationships, and the way everyone works
together.
Outside of school, I still enjoy playing soccer, cycling around the city, and listening
to music to unwind. Being at WIS has already taught me so much, and I am
grateful for the guidance and support I’ve received from my colleagues.
I look forward to continuing this journey, growing in my role, and contributing even
more to our students’ learning experiences.

Debbie Carew - GRADE 2B

My name is Debbie Carew, and I am proud to call Namibia
my home. This is my eighth year at WIS, and I am excited
to be working with our Grade 2 learners this year.

Teaching brings me great joy, especially when I see
students fully involved in their learning and developing skills
that will benefit them long into the future. I am passionate
about helping children make real-world connections,
encouraging them to take meaningful action, and building
their awareness of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). I also enjoy exploring systems thinking with
students to help them understand how different parts of our
world are connected and how they can make a positive
impact.
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Organise Ourselves

An inquiry into the natural  wor ld and i ts laws; the interact ion between the
natural  wor ld (physical  and biological)  and human societ ies;  how humans use
their understanding of scientif ic principles ;  and the impact of scientif ic
and technological advances on society and the environment.

Central  Idea:  Many products go through var ious processes before reaching
consumers.

Line of inquiry: 
Origins of  products (Funct ion)
How products are processed and distr ibuted (change)
How people select  the products they use (connect ion).  

Approaches to Learning :                                             
Thinking ski l ls  
Communicat ion 
Research ski l l  

Dur ing this uni t ,  students explored the interconnectedness of  human-made
systems and communit ies,  examining the structure and funct ion of
organisat ions,  societal  decis ion-making, economic act iv i t ies,  and their  ef fects
on both humankind and the environment.

Speci f ical ly,  students focused on the process of  t ransformat ion and gained an
understanding of  the product ion chain f rom f ie ld to table.  They also explored
the var ious ways in which food product ion and distr ibut ion systems di f fered
global ly.

Throughout the uni t ,  students engaged in a var iety of  act iv i t ies including f ie ld
tr ips,  research, hands-on projects,  and classroom discussions. These
act iv i t ies enabled students to develop their  understanding of  product ion,
consumption, distr ibut ion,  and systems.

Addi t ional ly,  students had the opportuni ty to examine the environmental  and
social  impacts of  d i f ferent food product ion and distr ibut ion systems. They
brainstormed strategies to make these systems more sustainable and explored
their  indiv idual  roles in shaping a sustainable future.

By the end of  th is uni t ,  students possessed a deeper comprehension of  the
global  food system and their  capaci ty to contr ibute to a more sustainable
future.

Student Reflections
“ I  learned that products go through many steps before we can buy them. I  d idn’ t
know things had to be grown, made in factor ies,  and packed before they reach the
shops.”
“Now, when I  look at  th ings at  home, I  wonder where they came from. I  a lso check
labels to see i f  the product is safe for  animals or better for  the environment.”
What I  Want to Learn More About:  “ I  want to learn more about how machines work in
factor ies and how they help people.  I  a lso want to learn how we can make products
that don’ t  hurt  the planet.”
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Where We Are in Place and Time 
An inqu i ry  in to  r igh ts  and respons ib i l i t i es  in  the  s t rugg le  to  share  f in i te
resources  w i th  o ther  l iv ing th ings;  communi t ies  and the  re la t ionships
with in  and between them ;  access  to  equa l  oppor tun i t ies ;  peace and
conf l i c t  reso lu t ion .

Centra l  Idea:  Peop le  have invented  and innovated  new too ls  over  t ime
tha t  have changed the  way they  l i ve .
.  

Line of  inquiry:  
Invent ions  o f  the  pas t .  
The charac ter is t i cs  and t ime l ines  o f  the  Stone Age,  Bronze Age,
and I ron  Age.  
How we can innovate  and make th ings  be t te r  fo r  the  fu tu re .  

 
Approaches to  Learning :   

Think ing  
Communica t ion  sk i l l s

                          
Our  second un i t  o f  inqu i ry ,  Innovat ions  and Invent ions ,  a l lowed
students  to  exp lo re  how human c rea t iv i t y  has  changed l i fe  th roughout
h is to ry .  We focused on  th ree  major  e ras—the Stone Age,  Bronze Age,
and I ron  Age—and examined what  peop le  invented  dur ing  these t imes,
how they  l i ved ,  and how the i r  ideas  s t i l l  i n f luence the  wor ld  today .
 S tudents  became “ t ime t rave l le rs , ”  inves t iga t ing  too ls ,  homes,
c lo th ing ,  and techno log ies  f rom each age.  They  compared l i fe  in  the
pas t  to  l i fe  now and exp lo red  how innovat ion  he lps  us  so lve  prob lems
and bu i ld  a  be t te r  fu tu re .  Through th is  inqu i ry ,  s tudents  s t rengthened
the i r  c r i t i ca l  th ink ing  and prob lem-so lv ing  sk i l l s .

As  par t  o f  our  learn ing  ce lebra t ion ,  s tudents  c rea ted  d io ramas showing
what  da i l y  l i fe  looked l i ke  in  the i r  chosen era .  They  a lso  des igned a
too l  f rom the  Stone,  Bronze,  o r  I ron  Age and then innovated  or
modern ised i t  to  show how ideas  improve over  t ime.  We a lso  in tegra ted
language and wr i t ing  by  gu id ing  s tudents  to  wr i te  a  recount  t i t led  “A
Day in  the  L i fe  o f  a  S tone Age/Bronze Age/ I ron  Age Ch i ld . ”  Th is  he lped
them use descr ip t i ve  language,  sequence events ,  and app ly  the i r
h is to r ica l  unders tand ing  in  a  c rea t ive  fo rmat .
   

Student  Ref lect ions

" I  learned about  the  too ls  and ar t i fac ts  f rom the  Stone Age,
Bronze Age,  and I ron  Age.  I  d iscovered how invent ions  l i ke  the
whee l  and meta l  too ls  he lped peop le  l i ve  be t te r  l i ves .  I  a lso
learned how invent ions  have changed over  t ime to  make th ings
eas ie r  fo r  us  today .



GRADE 3 TEAM

28

GRADE 3 TEAM

Beata Stephanus - GRADE 3A Annemarie McNab - GRADE 3B

Johanna Noabes - EA GRADE 3

My name is Beata Stephanus. I was
born and raised in Poland. I have

been living and teaching in Namibia
for the past 20 years. This is my
14th year at WIS and 2nd year in
Grade 3. I am passionate about
education, particularly the PYP
(Primary Years Programme), as I
firmly believe in Inquiry-based

learning and the value of student
agency. We all know that students
learn most effectively when they

are actively involved in the learning
process, allowing them to take
ownership of their education.

My name is Annemarie Mc Nab. 
I was born and raised on Namibian
soil, surrounded by a family where

the most influential adults were
teachers—naturally guiding me

toward the same path. After gaining
diverse life experiences, I realised

how much I value learning and
sharing knowledge, which

strengthened my passion for
teaching. I am now in my fifth year

at WIS and look forward to
continuing to grow within this

vibrant and supportive community.

My name is Johanna Noabes. I am
Namibian, and was born in

Windhoek, the capital of Namibia.
My teaching journey began at WIS. I
am passionate about my work as an

Educational Assistant, and I love
seeing students grow and

experience new things. As an
educator, I enjoy watching learners

strive, improve, and gain confidence
in their abilities. I am also a lifelong

learner—enthusiastic about my field
of teaching and always ready to

embrace new knowledge and
opportunities for growth.
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The "Who We Are"  un i t ,  focus ing  on  the  human body  and hea l thy
l i fes ty les ,  i s  an  exce l len t  oppor tun i ty  fo r  s tudents  to  deepen the i r
unders tand ing  o f  themse lves .  By  exp lo r ing  the  var ious  sys tems o f  the
body and how they  func t ion ,  s tudents  ga in  ins igh t  in to  the i r  phys ica l
hea l th  and we l l -be ing .  Th is  un i t  a lso  emphas ises  the  impor tance o f
mak ing  hea l thy  l i fes ty le  cho ices ,  encourag ing  s tudents  to  re f lec t  on  the i r
hab i ts  and how these cho ices  impact  the i r  overa l l  hea l th .

Centra l  Idea
Choos ing  hea l thy  hab i ts  and knowing how our  body  sys tems work
together  he lp  us  s tay  hea l thy .  

Lines of  Inquiry:  
Funct ions  o f  body  sys tems
In terconnectedness  o f  sys tems.
Hea l thy  hab i ts  tha t  suppor t  body  sys tems
The consequences  o f  our  cho ices

Key Concepts
Funct ion:  How does  i t  work?  
In  our  exp lo ra t ion  o f  the  human body ,  s tudents  learn  about  func t ion—the
purpose and ro le  o f  d i f fe ren t  body  par ts  and sys tems.  Each sys tem,  f rom
the c i rcu la to ry  to  the  d iges t ive ,  has  a  spec i f i c  func t ion  tha t  con t r ibu tes  to
our  overa l l  hea l th .

Causat ion:  Why is  i t  l ike  i t  is?  
Causat ion  is  the  exp lo ra t ion  o f  why  th ings  are  the  way they  are ,
emphas is ing  tha t  events  and ou tcomes are  no t  random—they are  the
resu l t  o f  spec i f i c  causes  and e f fec ts .  S tudents  learn  tha t  the i r  cho ices ,
such as  op t ing  fo r  hea l thy  foods  or  deve lop ing  good hab i ts ,  lead  to
s ign i f i can t  consequences  fo r  the i r  we l l -be ing .  

Responsib i l i ty :  What  is  our  responsib i l i ty?
Respons ib i l i t y  invo lves  recogn is ing  tha t  our  cho ices  and ac t ions  have
consequences .  S tudents  learn  tha t  the i r  dec is ions  are  shaped by  the i r
unders tand ing  o f  the  wor ld ,  and these cho ices  can s ign i f i can t ly  impact
themse lves  and o thers .

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: WHO WE ARE

Balanced
Take t ime each day  to  exerc ise ,  read,  and re lax  so  your  body  and
mind bo th  s tay  hea l thy .
Make good cho ices  about  food,  s leep,  and p lay  to  learn  and grow
wel l .
S t r i ke  a  ba lance be tween schoo l  work ,  fun  ac t iv i t ies ,  fami ly  t ime,
and f r iendsh ips .

 Knowledgeab le
Ask  ques t ions  and exp lore  d i f fe ren t  sub jec ts  to  bu i ld  a  w ide  range
of  knowledge.
Connect  what  you learn  in  c lass  to  rea l - l i fe  s i tua t ions  in  your
communi ty  and the  wor ld .
Share  new ideas  and fac ts  w i th  o thers  to  deepen everyone ’s
unders tand ing .

Th inkers
Th ink  care fu l l y  be fore  mak ing  dec is ions ,  cons ider ing  i f  they  are  fa i r
and respec t fu l .
Be c rea t ive  and t ry  new ways  to  so lve  cha l lenges,  even i f  they  are
d i f f i cu l t .

Approaches to  Learning
Cr i t ica l  Thinking Ski l ls
Informat ion L i teracy Ski l ls :  
Sel f -Management  Ski l ls :  
Communicat ion Ski l ls :  
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: WHO WE ARE

Student  Ref lect ion

I  l i ked  learn ing  about  the  human body .  Now I  know where  my
organs  are  and what  they  do ! ” -  S te fano 
“Wr i t ing  my in fo rmat ion  repor t  was  fun .  I  learned how to  wr i te
fac ts  and use head ings . ” -  Nor th  
“ I t  was  hard  to  remember  a l l  the  body  sys tems,  bu t  I  kep t
t ry ing  and I  d id  i t ! ” -  J iwoo 
“Next  t ime,  I  want  to  wr i te  more  de ta i l s  and draw bet te r
p ic tu res  o f  the  body ’ ’ -  Dantago
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Students  learned about  Ear th ’s  resources  and how natura l  d isas ters
impact  communi t ies  and the  env i ronment .  They  exp lo red  d i f fe ren t
resources  and examined rea l  d isas ter  case s tud ies  to  unders tand
causes ,  e f fec ts ,  and communi ty  responses .  Through hands-on
ac t iv i t ies—such as  c rea t ing  emergency  k i ts ,  fami ly  communica t ion
p lans ,  and exp lanatory  tex ts  about  a  chosen d isas ter—students
deve loped prac t ica l  sk i l l s  and a  deeper  unders tand ing .  The un i t
empowered them to  th ink  c r i t i ca l l y ,  s tay  p repared,  and cont r ibu te  to
s t ronger ,  more  res i l ien t  communi t ies .

Centra l  Idea
Peop le  depend on  Ear th 's  resources  and address  na tura l  d isas ters .

An Inquiry  into
1. What  resources  does  the  Ear th  p rov ide ,  and how do peop le  use

them?
2. What  a re  the  causes  and e f fec ts  o f  na tura l  d isas ters?
3. How do communi t ies  p repare  fo r  and respond to  na tura l

d isas ters?  

Key Concepts  
Change –  How is  i t  changing?
 S tudents  exp lo red  how natura l  d isas ters  cause changes in
communi t ies  and env i ronments .  They  learned how these events
reshape landscapes,  a f fec t  peop le ’s  l i ves ,  and impact  economies ,
he lp ing  them th ink  c r i t i ca l l y  about  res i l ience and adapta t ion .

Form –  What  is  i t  l ike?
 S tudents  inves t iga ted  d i f fe ren t  fo rms o f  Ear th ’s  resources—such as
water ,  m inera ls ,  and fo res ts—and how communi t ies  use  them.  By
examin ing  the i r  charac ter is t i cs ,  learners  deve loped a  s t ronger
apprec ia t ion  fo r  the  env i ronment  and i t s  va lue .

Responsib i l i ty  –  What  is  our  responsib i l i ty?
 S tudents  learned about  the  respons ib i l i t i es  communi t ies  have in
prepar ing  fo r  and respond ing  to  na tura l  d isas ters .  They  exp lo red
s t ra teg ies  l i ke  p lann ing  and resource  management  and d iscussed the
impor tance o f  coopera t ion  and ind iv idua l  ac t ion  to  ensure  sa fe ty  and
res i l ience.

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Organise Ourselves
Learner Profile Attributes 

Principled
 Students learned the importance of acting with honesty, fairness, and respect when
supporting others during natural disasters. They explored how responsible actions and
cooperation help keep communities safe in challenging situations.
Inquirers
Students developed their curiosity by asking thoughtful questions about natural disasters
and their effects on communities. They strengthened their research skills and investigated
real-world events by following recent media reports.

Student Reflection
Zeake: ‘’I learned how natural disasters can be a big catastrophe for people and animals. I

contributed and participated with my group in researching natural disasters and natural
resources. I want to know how the Earth reacts and when to make natural resources and

disasters occur. ‘’
Ayana: ‘’My favourite activity was the T chart in our unit of inquiry book where we were

writing about the cause and effect of our natural disasters. And we could do another natural
disaster like me my partner and did tornadoes. A question I still have is how does an

avalanche happens and looks like.’’
Naomi: ‘’My favourite activity was speed dating and the field trip because I learned

something new and I got to share my ideas. I contributed to discussions, and why it belongs
there. Questions I still have is can you find diamonds in sand? Did a volcanic eruption

happen when dinosaurs were living? ‘’
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ATL Ski l ls  
Research  Sk i l l s
 S tudents  learned to  f ind ,  o rgan ise ,  and eva lua te  in fo rmat ion  about
na tura l  d isas ters  f rom re l iab le  sources ,  inc lud ing  on l ine  med ia .  They
prac t ised  in te rpre t ing  and syn thes is ing  in fo rmat ion  in to  fo rmats  l i ke
nar ra t i ves ,  exp lanatory  tex ts ,  and t ime l ines ,  wh i le  a lso  exp lo r ing
d i f fe ren t  perspec t ives  th rough med ia  l i te racy .

Communica t ion  Sk i l l s
 S tudents  bu i l t  read ing  sk i l l s  by  mak ing  in fe rences  and drawing
conc lus ions  f rom d isas ter - re la ted  tex ts .  In  wr i t ing ,  they  used su i tab le
tex t  types  to  share  the i r  f ind ings  and suggest  ways  communi t ies  can
prepare  fo r  emergenc ies .

Th ink ing  Sk i l l s
 S tudents  connected  the i r  unders tand ing  o f  na tura l  d isas ters  to
learn ing  in  geography  and sc ience.  They  a lso  used c r i t i ca l  th ink ing
to  ana lyse  d isas ter - response sys tems th rough mode ls  and
s imula t ions ,  exp lo r ing  how d i f fe ren t  fac to rs  in te rac t  dur ing
emergenc ies .

Student  Ref lect ion
What  was your  favour i te  ac t i v i t y  dur ing  th is  un i t  and why? 

“  When I  was  look ing  fo r  in fo rmat ion  about  tsunamis ,  because i t
was  in te res t ing  to  me. ”  -  Amos EAL s tudent  
“My favour i te  ac t i v i t y  was  when we bu i l t  she l te rs  fo r  d isas ters . ”  -
Ca i ro  
“The research  gave me knowledge about  the  d isas ters . ” -  K la ra  

How d id  you cont r ibu te  to  g roup d iscuss ions  and pro jec ts?  
“ I  he lped by  g iv ing  in fo rmat ion  and he lp ing  w i th  the  p lann ing  o f
the  pro jec ts . ”  -  K la ra

What  i s  one o f  the  new ques t ions  I  have about  Ear th 's  resources  or
na tura l  d isas ters?
“How s t rong are  these na tura l  d isas ters ,  and how do they  de tec t  how
big  they  are?” -  Sevas t ian

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Organise Ourselves



33

GRADE 3

In  th is  un i t ,  s tudents  exp lo red  the  fasc ina t ing  top ic  o f  Ear th ’s  ro ta t ion  and
how i t  a f fec ts  the  day  and n igh t  cyc le .  They  learned tha t  Ear th  sp ins
around an  imag inary  l ine  ca l led  an  ax is ,  tak ing  about  24  hours  to
comple te  one fu l l  tu rn .  Us ing  g lobes  and f lash l igh ts ,  they  demonst ra ted
how one s ide  o f  Ear th  faces  the  Sun,  c rea t ing  day l igh t ,  wh i le  the  o ther
s ide  remains  in  shadow,  exper ienc ing  n igh t .  S tudents  d iscussed how th is
ro ta t ion  in f luenced the i r  da i l y  l i ves ,  such as  when they  ea t ,  s leep,  and go
to  schoo l .  They  a lso  cons idered how d i f fe ren t  cu l tu res  exper ience day
and n igh t  d i f fe ren t ly  based on  the i r  loca t ion .  Through engag ing  ac t iv i t ies ,
they  deve loped a  deeper  unders tand ing  o f  the  wor ld  a round them and
re f lec ted  on  the i r  own learn ing ,  iden t i f y ing  the i r  s t rengths  and areas  fo r
growth .  Th is  un i t  empowered s tudents  to  see the  connect ions  be tween
Ear th 's  ro ta t ion  and the i r  everyday  exper iences .

Centra l  Idea
Ear th 's  ro ta t ion  on  i t s  ax is  causes  regu lar  changes,  inc lud ing  n igh t  and
day.

Lines of  Inquiry
1. D i f fe rence be tween ro ta t ion  and revo lu t ion
2. Causes  o f  the  day  and n igh t  cyc le ,  and seasona l  changes
3. The impor tance o f  Ear th ’s  ro ta t ion

Key Concepts  
Funct ion  –  How does i t  work?
 Students  exp lo red  the  purpose o f  Ear th ’s  ro ta t ion .  Us ing  a  g lobe and
f lash l igh t ,  they  learned tha t  Ear th  sp ins  on  i t s  ax is  once every  24  hours ,
caus ing  the  cyc le  o f  day  and n igh t .

Connect ion  –  How is  i t  connected  to  o ther  th ings?
 Students  l inked the i r  unders tand ing  o f  ro ta t ion  to  everyday  exper iences .
They  demonst ra ted  how the  s ide  o f  Ear th  fac ing  the  Sun has  day l igh t
wh i le  the  oppos i te  s ide  exper iences  n igh t ,  recogn is ing  how ro ta t ion
connects  to  l i fe  a round the  wor ld .

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How the World Works 
Causat ion –  Why is  i t  l ike  i t  is?
 Students  examined the  cause-and-e f fec t  re la t ionsh ip  be tween Ear th ’s
ro ta t ion  and the  pa t te rn  o f  day  and n igh t .  They  d iscussed how th is
cyc le  in f luences  da i l y  rou t ines—such as  s leep ing ,  ea t ing ,  and go ing  to
schoo l—and how d i f fe ren t  cu l tu res  exper ience day  and n igh t  d i f fe ren t ly
depend ing  on  loca t ion .

Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes
Knowledgeable  

Deve loped a  so l id  g rasp  o f  Ear th ’s  ro ta t ion  and i t s  e f fec ts  on  day
and n igh t .
Exp lo red  knowledge across  sc ience,  geography ,  and cu l tu ra l
s tud ies .
Connected  learn ing  to  loca l  and g loba l  s ign i f i cance,  recogn is ing
cu l tu ra l  d i f fe rences  in  day  and n igh t  exper iences .
L inked c lassroom concepts  to  everyday  l i fe ,  enhanc ing
unders tand ing  o f  the  wor ld  a round them

Ref lect ive  
Thought fu l l y  cons idered the  wor ld  and the i r  own ideas  and
exper iences .
Worked to  unders tand the i r  s t rengths  and weaknesses  to  suppor t
learn ing  and persona l  deve lopment .
Engaged in  se l f - re f lec t ion  to  ident i f y  a reas  fo r  g rowth  and
improvement .
Used ins igh ts  f rom the i r  re f lec t ions  to  enhance the i r  unders tand ing
of  Ear th ’s  ro ta t ion  and i t s  impact  on  da i l y  l i fe .
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How the World Works 
ATL Ski l ls  
Think ing  Sk i l l s

Creat ive  Th ink ing :
Genera t ing  Nove l  Ideas :  S tudents  used d iscuss ions  and
d iagrams to  b ra ins torm new ideas  and inqu i r ies  about
Ear th ’s  ro ta t ion  and how i t  a f fec ts  day  and n igh t .

Cr i t i ca l  Th ink ing :
Eva lua t ing :  They  syn thes ised new unders tand ings  by
ident i f y ing  un ique charac ter is t i cs  o f  Ear th 's  ro ta t ion  and
recogn is ing  the  re la t ionsh ips  and connect ions  be tween
day length  and seasona l  changes.

Se l f -Management  Sk i l l s
Organ iza t ion :

Students  learned to  use  the i r  t ime e f fec t i ve ly  and
appropr ia te ly  wh i le  p lann ing  bo th  shor t -  and long- te rm
tasks  re la ted  to  s tudy ing  Ear th ’s  ro ta t ion  and the  concept
o f  day  and n igh t .

‘Student Reflection

I learned that the Sun ☀️is over 15000000 degrees in its core, that the Earth 🌍
has a total percentage of 71% of water and only 29% of land and that the Moon
🌕 takes 28 days to do 1 full orbit around the Earth.’ -Stefano 

As I reflect on Earth's relationship with the Sun, I realise how fascinating the
seasons truly are. I have learned that the Earth revolves around the Sun, and
this motion is significantly influenced by the Earth's tilt on its axis. This invisible
axis runs through both the North and South Poles, creating a captivating
dynamic.
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GRADE 4 TEAM

Kaye van Rooi - GRADE 4A Sinead Cloete - GRADE 4B

Gerson Kastoor - EA GRADE 4B

Ingrid  Ndisiro - EA GRADE 4A

My name is Ms. Kaye Van Rooi, and I am delighted
to be a part of this wonderful school community. I

was born and raised in South Africa.
I am married to my incredible husband, Reginald

van Rooi, from Namibia, and we have two
handsome boys, Landan and Zev, who bring

immense joy to our lives. 

Teaching is my passion. Building relationships with
my students and getting to know them as
individuals is at the heart of my teaching

philosophy.

Hi, I’m Ms. Sinead Cloete!
This year marks my eighth year teaching at WIS,
and I’ve loved every moment of it. My path to
teaching has been unique and adventurous.

After a year of exploring the globe, I decided to try
something new and worked as an au pair in the

United States for two years. That experience was
life-changing, as it was where I discovered my

passion for working with children. Inspired by this
realisation, I decided to become a teacher—a

decision that has been both rewarding and
fulfilling.

Now, as I continue to grow as an educator, I’m
excited for all the opportunities to learn alongside

my students. I’m thrilled to keep growing, both
personally and professionally, here at WIS.

My name is Ms. Kaye Van Rooi, and I am delighted
to be a part of this wonderful school community. I

was born and raised in South Africa.
I am married to my incredible husband, Reginald

van Rooi, from Namibia, and we have two
handsome boys, Landan and Zev, who bring

immense joy to our lives. 

Teaching is my passion. Building relationships with
my students and getting to know them as
individuals is at the heart of my teaching

philosophy.

My name is Ms. Kaye Van Rooi, and I am delighted
to be a part of this wonderful school community. I

was born and raised in South Africa.
I am married to my incredible husband, Reginald

van Rooi, from Namibia, and we have two
handsome boys, Landan and Zev, who bring

immense joy to our lives. 

Teaching is my passion. Building relationships with
my students and getting to know them as
individuals is at the heart of my teaching

philosophy.
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GRADE 4

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Who We Are
Who We Are

An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental,
social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities,
and cultures, rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.

Central Idea

Taking care of our emotional and spiritual connections is crucial for our well-being.

During The Unit
We examined the vital link between emotional connections and mental health, focusing
on how feelings of belonging and support enhance well-being. We investigated the role
of nurturing personal relationships in fostering emotional resilience and explored how
individual values and beliefs shape these dynamics. Through discussions and activities,
students gained insights into these interconnected themes and their significance for
emotional health.

Approaches to Learning
Research Skills
Thinking Skills
Social Skills

Learner Profile 
Balanced, 
Open Minded 
Principled

An Inquiry into
Examining how feelings of belonging and support affect mental health.
Investigating how investing in personal relationships fosters emotional well-being.
Examining how personal values and beliefs influence relationship dynamics.
Understanding how life experiences shape individuals' abilities to form connections
and build resilience.

Student Reflection

Alyssa: “I believe we listened well, and learning about emotions helped us understand
how much people care about us and the people around them.”
Twapewa: “I think Unit 1: Who We Are was fun because we learned how to manage
our feelings, and we also got to create AI models and write narrative stories that helped
us be creative.”
John-Louis: “I really enjoyed Unit 1: Who We Are because we explored different
feelings and did many fun activities.”
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HOW WE EXPRESS OURSELVES
An inquiry into how we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs, and
values; how we reflect on, exten,d and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the
aesthetic.

Central Idea
People use stories, art, and traditions to express identity and share culture in West Africa.

During This Unit
In this unit, students are exploring how people around the world express their ideas,
beliefs, and identities through music, dance, storytelling, and art. We are currently focusing
on cultural expression in West Africa, giving students the chance to discover new
perspectives, appreciate diversity, and reflect on how expression connects us as human
beings.

Approaches to Learning 
Research skills
Critical thinking
Communication
Open-minded
Risk -taker

Learner Profile Attributes
Communicator
Research
Risk -Taker

 An Inquiry into
Exploring the different forms of culture in West Africa.
The role of symbols, patterns, and music in communicating ideas.
Why it’s important to keep cultural expressions alive across generations.

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: HOW WE EXPRESS OURSELVES

Student Reflection
“I learned that people can express themselves by using art, fashion and
music. Through these expressions, people are communicating.” Zeake
“One form of art that inspired me was the masks we designed from Liberia.”
Mia
“I can express my ideas and feelings through art, music, and writing.
Sometimes I listen to music at home and I love writing about how I feel. Art
expresses my creativity.” Dani
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Jennifer Heal - GRADE 5

My name is Jennifer Heal, and I come to Namibia
after 16 years in Malaysia and 18 months in
France.

I believe in fostering curiosity through inquiry-
based learning. I look forward to focusing on the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
when we begin the Grade 5 PYP Exhibition in a
few months. With a passion for student-
centered learning, I enjoy creating activities that
encourage critical thinking and real-world
problem-solving.

GRADE 5 TEAM

Danielle Henry - GRADE 5B

My name is Danielle Henry, and I come to Namibia
after teaching internationally, in Egypt for 3 years
and South Africa for 11 years.

I am passionate about inquiry-based education and
believe that children need to be at the centre of their
learning journey. The “why” is an integral part of
my teaching philosophy, and I feel that students are
more engaged in their learning when they recognise
the real-life implications of what they are studying
or learning. I also believe that classrooms need to
be safe spaces, where we can make mistakes and
then learn from them. I want the students in my
class to feel heard, respected and valued.

Brandon Majiedt- EA GRADE 5

My name is Brandon Majiedt and I am the Educational Assistant for Grade 5A
and 5B. As a proud WIS alumnus, I’ve been part of this wonderful community
for many years — first as a student, and now as a staff member. For about
four years I have had the privilege of working here, supporting students in
their learning journey. I believe strongly in building warm, respectful
relationships with my students to foster a supportive, engaging, and inclusive
learning atmosphere. My aim has always been to be the teacher I needed
when I was a student — someone who listens, encourages, and believes in
every child’s potential. I am committed to helping our learners grow not only
academically, but also as caring, independent, and globally minded
individuals — reflecting the spirit of WIS’s mission to develop “Internationally-
minded independent thinkers.” I am grateful to be part of a team that
encourages every child to discover, explore, and thrive each day.
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GRADE 5

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Who We Are ( Leadership) 
Unit 1: WHO WE ARE ( LEADERSHIP)

By examining historic and contemporary leaders, students can understand what it means to
be a good leader, and can try to emulate those qualities in our daily lives, while teaching
lessons to younger students. The lessons focused on friendship and resilience.

Central Idea:

Leadership is about inspiring and guiding others to work together towards a common goal.

During The Unit

Grade 5 students explored the characteristics and traits that define a good leader. They
studied influential leaders from the past and present, analysing the qualities that made these
individuals impactful. Students also reflected on leaders in their own lives, considering how
these figures inspired and influenced them.

Approaches to Learning

Communication skills: Students had to learn to prepare their lessons and to speak much
louder than they thought in order to be heard by all the younger students.
Social skills: There were many group activities in this unit, so students had to practice
their collaboration skills.

Learner Profiles 

Principled, communicators, reflective, open-minded

An Inquiry into:

The actions and impact of historical and contemporary leaders, considering what made
their leadership significant.
The qualities that define an effective leader and how these traits positively impact others.
Take on a leadership role by guiding a small group of peers in discussions about values
such as honesty, friendship, and resilience.

Student reflections from this unit
During this unit, the students’ reflections include:

‘I didn’t know I could teach smaller kids!’
‘The little kids are noisy.’
‘The small kids don’t do what you tell them.’
‘The little kids don’t listen.’ 
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How the World Works ( What’s the Matter? )
Unit 5: How the World Works ( What’s the Matter?)

Investigating the three main states of matter and how things can change from one state to
another. The students learned about the scientific method while conducting experiments.
When it was not possible to do physical experiments, they were able to view state-of-
matter changes by viewing and manipulating a digital model of particles.

Central Idea
By learning about matter, we can better understand the world and discover new things
through science.

During This Unit
This unit, Grade 5 students learned about solids, liquids, and gases, including their
properties and characteristics. Through studying matter, they gained a deeper
understanding of the world and its impact on both natural and human-made objects.

The unit focused on how the properties of matter define its states, how these properties
influence their uses, and the role of matter in daily life. Students also explored the effects
of chemical reactions, connecting these concepts to real-world applications and their
everyday experiences.

Approaches to Learning 
Research skills: Students had to observe and notice changes in the different experiments.
Thinking skills: Students had to reflect on their experiments and connect their results with
their new understandings.

Learner Profile Attributes
Inquirer: Students developed their curiosity by asking questions about the properties and
behaviour of solids, liquids, and gases, and investigating how matter interacts in the world
around them.
Knowledgeable: Students deepened their understanding of solids, liquids, and gases by
exploring their properties, states, and real-world applications.
Thinker: Students evaluate their learning by connecting their understanding of matter to its
impact on daily life and the environment

An Inquiry into:
Defining the states of matter
The changes in the states of matter during a chemical reaction
How the changes between states of matter impact our everyday lives

Student reflections from this unit
During this unit, the students’ reflections include:

‘Can we do more experiments?’
‘Why didn’t some of the experiments work as we had hoped?’
‘I didn’t know there was so much science happening around me.’
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Sharing the Planet (Desert Survivors)
Unit : Sharing the planet  ( Desert Survivors)

Sharing the Planet focuses on understanding how people, plants, animals, and the
environment are interconnected. Students explore issues like resource sharing,
sustainability, conflict resolution, and the responsibilities involved in living in harmony with
others and the natural world.

Central Idea
Living things adapt to their environments to survive.

Lines of Inquiry 
The features that allow living things to survive in desert environments.
The similarities and differences between organisms from different environments.

Desert Survivors Unit Description: 
In this unit, Grade 5 students learned how plants and animals adapt to desert life. They
planned and conducted investigations that modelled real-life scenarios, organised data
using tables and graphs, and reflected on ways to improve their scientific methods.
To conclude the unit, students communicated their findings clearly through detailed science
reports and annotated diagrams, showcasing their understanding of desert ecosystems and
the adaptations that enable survival in harsh environments.

Learner Profile
Inquirer: Students asked thoughtful questions about desert ecosystems and explored how
adaptations support survival.
Thinker: They applied critical thinking to analyse data, draw conclusions, and understand
the functions of various adaptations.
Communicator: Students presented their findings through science reports, graphs, and
annotated diagrams.

Approaches to Teaching and Learning:
Communication skills: Students had to present information in a variety of ways (written,
graphs, annotated diagrams)
Critical thinking: Students had to analyse results and data to form conclusions.

Student reflections from this unit
During this unit, the students’ reflections include:

“It was interesting to see how different environments change the way plants look and
grow.”
“I enjoyed comparing desert plants and water plants. They look so different because
they survive in different ways!”
‘Plants are actually really clever.’



SPECIALIST SPOTLIGHT
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Art lessons in Semester 1 have been engaging, challenging, and full of creative
exploration. Students have been investigating how artists observe, interpret, and
represent the world around them. Through hands-on projects, thoughtful
discussions, and plenty of joyful creativity, our young artists have been developing
their skills, confidence, and personal voices. 
Early Years students explored their five senses, created self-portraits and collages,
and learned about artists Paul Klee and Laurel Burch. 
In Grade 1, students studied Romero Britto and created vibrant artworks of their
favourite toys. 
Grade 2 students had fun experimenting with warm and cool colours through their
cheerful gecko artworks. 
Grade 3 students participated in the Ootiboo Monster Competition, where they
designed their own “caring monsters” to celebrate empathy and kindness.
In Grade 4, students enjoyed painting their favourite treats, inspired by the colourful
style of Wayne Thiebaud. 
Grade 5 students ventured into the fantastical world of insects, supersizing their
drawings to explore detail, texture, and imagination.
Across the school, all students are currently creating portraits of animals from the
SPCA in preparation for a local fundraising exhibition in June at the Bellhaus
Gallery. You can also enjoy our students’ artwork at the WIZART Gallery, where
pieces will be displayed until the end of Term 2.

Ms Mandy & Ms Tisha
PYP Art Teachers 

PYP Art Newsletter – The World as We See It
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We are excited to announce that WIS has opened a Flexible Learning Pathway
(FLP), which has welcomed its first four students as of October 1, 2025.

Each child in the FLP brings a unique learning profile, and though they each have
distinct diagnoses, they share a common need for a personalized educational
pathway that supports their academic, social, and emotional development. The
FLP is designed specifically for children with severe to profound diagnoses who
may struggle to reach their full potential in a mainstream classroom. Our
approach goes beyond basic scaffolding and differentiated content; it lays the
groundwork for each child's growth from their first day until adulthood.
The camaraderie among the students is evident, as they enjoy each other's
company and interactions. They've affectionately dubbed themselves "THE FLP
SQUAD," embodying a sense of teamwork and support. Observations within the
class are taken seriously, recognizing that each interaction can lead to
meaningful future opportunities.

The FLP prioritizes not only fun and play but also a comprehensive lesson plan
tailored to meet each child's individual needs. Every child receives the support
necessary to remain focused and make consistent progress. We emphasize the
importance of emotional well-being as a foundation for learning and development.
Our goal is to help each student build trust in themselves as they navigate their
educational journey.

Running parallel with the FLP, WIS continues to provide the Learning Enrichment
program, which offers scaffolding and differentiated content for students with mild
to moderate learning difficulties. Support is available both within the classroom
and through withdrawal sessions, designed to meet students where they are and
to help them build knowledge and understanding from their current level onward.
As we move into the next semester, the FLP and LED teams look forward to
continuing our work with our remarkable students, fostering an environment
where they feel secure and empowered to grow.

Wishing you all a wonderful December!

FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAY and LEARNING ENRICHMENT DEPARTMENT

Ms Tanya-May, Ms Hannah, Ms Jennifer, Ms Shume 
The LED Team 
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Pre-Primary – Grade 5

Dear Parents and Families,
At our school, we believe that learning an additional language is
an essential part of developing internationally minded,
confident, and open-minded learners. Our PYP Foreign
Language Program is designed to nurture curiosity for global
cultures, build strong communication skills, and help students
grow as capable multilingual speakers.

From the earliest years, our students begin their language-
learning journey by experiencing both Portuguese and French
foreign language lessons. These languages provide rich
opportunities to explore diverse cultures, develop social
communication skills, and build foundational literacy in another
language. Starting in Grade 2, students then choose to further
learn either Portuguese or French. In grade 3, students then
have the opportunity to learn German. 

Our program uses the Common European Framework of
Reference for Languages (CEFR) to guide teaching, learning,
and assessment. The CEFR provides clear benchmarks that
describe what learners can do in listening, speaking, reading,
and writing at each stage.

In the PYP, our focus is on helping students work toward early
proficiency levels, such as:

Pre-A1 / A1: understanding simple phrases, responding to
greetings, expressing basic needs
A2: using familiar vocabulary, describing daily routines,
expressing simple ideas in short sentences

Using the CEFR ensures consistency, transparency, and
international alignment in our language program.
A strong foundation in one’s mother tongue is essential—and we
fully support and value the development of home languages.
However, we encourage students who already speak Portuguese,
French, or German at home to choose a different language at
school. Here’s why:

LANGUAGE LEARNING IN A PYP PRIMARY SCHOOL: BUILDING BRIDGES THROUGH PORTUGUESE, FRENCH, AND GERMAN



46

SPECIALIST SPOTLIGHT

FOREIGN LANGUAGES - FRENCH, PORTUGUESE AND GERMAN

Broader Linguistic Growth
Learning a new language challenges students in unique ways
and helps them develop new communication strategies.
Expanding Global Competence
A second or third foreign language provides students with
deeper cultural understanding and greater ability to interact
across cultures.
Enhanced Academic Skills
Research shows that learning additional languages strengthens
reading, vocabulary, and overall literacy—even in the mother
tongue.
Supporting International Mindedness
Exposure to new languages fosters empathy, appreciation of
diversity, and an open-minded worldview—core values of the
IB PYP.

Language learning is one of the best workouts for a young brain!
Studies show that multilingual children benefit in the following
ways:

Cognitive Benefits
Stronger memory and attention skills
Better problem-solving abilities
Enhanced creativity and flexible thinking
Improved listening and concentration

Academic Benefits
Stronger literacy skills across all languages
Better ability to transfer knowledge between subjects
Increased confidence in communication

Long-term Advantages
Greater adaptability in multilingual environments
A powerful foundation for future academic and career
opportunities

Multilingualism is truly a gift that lasts a lifetime!

If you have any questions about the language program or need
support choosing the best option for your child, please feel free
to reach out.
Warm regards,

Ms Jacky, Ms Stephanie & Ms Thrive
The PYP Foreign Language Team
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Celebrating Our Musical Journey So Far

Our Primary musicians have had a creative and exciting start to the academic year.
Each grade level has completed two units, exploring rhythm, movement, culture, and
expression through voice and instruments. Here is a look at what each grade has
worked on so far:

Pre-Primary & Kindergarten Units 
Unit 1: Move, Play, Belong 

Developing personal expression through music
 Responding to music using scarves, movement, and percussion

Unit 2: Songs Around the World 
A Celebration of Nursery Rhymes
 Exploring nursery rhymes and folk songs from different cultures
 Singing, moving, and keeping a steady beat through playful musical activities 

Pre-Primary 2
Unit 1: Musical Me

 Exploring music through play, movement, and imagination
 Building community and confidence through shared musical experiences

Unit 2: Songs Around the World
A Celebration of Nursery Rhymes
Singing rhymes from different cultures
Learning steady beat through actions, movement, and simple instruments

 Grade 1 & 2
Unit 1: Feel the Beat

Both grades explored steady beat through movement, clapping, and percussion.
Students practised keeping rhythm in songs and games, building strong ensemble
skills.

Unit 2: Songs Around the World – A Celebration of Nursery Rhymes
Both grades sang and played songs from different cultures, using percussion and
instruments.

Grade 2 
Also began learning the recorder, starting with basic technique and simple melodies.
Emphasis was on rhythm, melody, and musical expression through singing,
instruments, and storytelling.

🎵 PRIMARY MUSIC AT WIS
Upper Primary Units

Grade 3
Unit 1: Discovering Our Voices

 Building vocal confidence and technique
 Exploring the voice as an expressive instrument

Unit 2: Songs Around the World 
 A Celebration of Nursery Rhymes
 Reimagining nursery rhymes through singing, movement, and instrument play
 Understanding how songs reflect culture and community

Grade 4
Unit 1: Feel the Beat

 Strengthening rhythmic skills using marimbas and percussion
 Ensemble work focusing on teamwork and musical timing

Unit 2: Express Yourself – West African Sounds
 Exploring West African rhythms, stories, and musical traditions
 Playing marimba and percussion patterns inspired by African music

Grade 5
Unit 1: Feel the Beat

 Deepening understanding of beat through movement, drums, and ensemble work
Unit 2: Exploring Sounds from Around the World

 Learning how different cultures use music to express identity
 Listening, creating, and performing global rhythms and patterns
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Violin Club Highlights 🎻
Students in the Violin Club have been exploring technique, posture, and ensemble
playing.

They are developing confidence in performing short pieces and learning how to play
together as a small orchestra.

🎶 Lower Primary Concert – November

Our PP–Grade 2 students shone beautifully at the Lower Primary Concert.
 Their performances highlighted:
Strong steady beat

Confident singing
Creative movement
Songs and rhymes connected to their units
It was a vibrant celebration of musical learning and joy.

🎵 PRIMARY MUSIC AT WIS

Ms Michelle du Preez
 Primary Music Specialist

 Looking Ahead – Upper Primary Concert

Grades 3–5 will soon begin preparing for the Upper Primary Concert, where they will
showcase:
Vocal ensemble work
Marimba and percussion ensemble skills
Rhythmic and cultural music from their units
More information will be shared with families.

💛 Thank You for Your Support
Thank you for celebrating and supporting your children as they explore music with curiosity,
confidence, and creativity.
 We are excited for more musical moments as the semester continues.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Unit 1: Building Strong Bodies

Central idea:
Developing a solid foundation of gross motor skills enhances our overall well-
being.

Approaches to learning:
Thinking, Self-Management, and Social Skills

An inquiry into:
Building strength, coordination, and balance through physical movement
Practicing locomotor skills in structured activities
The role of physical activity in promoting a healthy lifestyle
This semester began with students diving into the "Building Strong Bodies" unit,
where the focus was on discovering what our bodies can do. From our
youngest learners exploring movement through play, to our older students
refining technique and body control, everyone embraced the challenge of
strengthening both mind and body.
Through activities like circuit stations, movement games, and balance
challenges, students developed agility, rhythm, and spatial awareness. More
importantly, they learned to recognize how physical activity supports their
overall health and energy levels — building the understanding that movement is
not just exercise, but a lifelong expression of confidence and joy.
The unit encouraged curiosity about how the human body works and inspired
students to take ownership of their own physical growth, setting the tone for an
active and positive year ahead.
Learner Profile focus:
Risk-Taker: Students took on new physical challenges with determination,
demonstrating courage as they explored the limits of their bodies' capabilities.
Reflective: They considered their personal strengths and areas for growth,
setting small goals to improve their balance, coordination, and endurance.

Unit 2: Learning Through Cooperation & Developing Teamwork

Central idea:
Collaboration and teamwork are essential for achieving common goals.

Approaches to learning:
Social Skills, Communication, and Thinking

An inquiry into:
Building trust and cooperation within a team
How communication and active listening strengthen teamwork
Problem-solving strategies in group activities
In the Learning Through Cooperation unit, students discovered that working
together can make physical activities not only more successful — but also
more enjoyable. The emphasis was on learning how to be a good teammate:
listening, sharing ideas, supporting others, and resolving small challenges
respectfully.
Through team relays, cooperative games, and creative group challenges,
learners experienced how communication and empathy contribute to collective
success. Whether passing a baton, strategizing in a game, or helping a
classmate master a new skill, students learned that every voice and effort
matters.
The unit nurtured a culture of respect and inclusion, where students began to
see teamwork not just as a skill for sport, but as an important life skill that helps
them connect meaningfully with others.
Learner Profile focus:
Caring: Students showed kindness and encouragement, celebrating each
other’s successes and supporting peers through challenges.
Communicators: They became more confident in expressing ideas, offering
feedback, and listening with empathy during group tasks.
These units have equipped our students with foundational skills for physical
and social growth, emphasizing the importance of staying active, collaborating,
and supporting one another in all aspects of life.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Ms Nhadia Gora & Mr Daniel Shilomboleni
PYP PE Teachers



EVENTS
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PRIMARY SPORTS DAYS 2025 — FUN, FITNESS, AND TEAM SPIRIT IN ACTION!
The energy, excitement, and team spirit were at an all-time high as our Primary
School students took to the field for two incredible Sports Days last week!
On Thursday, 9 October, our Lower Primary students (Kindergarten to Grade 2)
kicked off the fun with a morning filled with laughter, energy, and enthusiasm. From
teamwork games to relay races and skill challenges, our youngest athletes
showcased everything they’ve learned throughout the term — and they did it with
huge smiles and plenty of house spirit!
Friday, 10 October, saw the Upper Primary students bring the intensity with our
inaugural WIS-ROX event — a child-friendly take on the trending global HYROX
fitness competition. Students from Grades 3 to 5 took on a series of strength,
endurance, and teamwork challenges, cheering one another on through every station.
It was inspiring to see the determination, camaraderie, and encouragement on display
throughout the morning.
Both days truly embodied the heart behind our PE programme — building teamwork,
confidence, and lifelong love for movement!

🏆 House Standings

Lower Primary
 🥇 1st Place: Cheetahs – 102
 🥈 2nd Place: Leopards – 90
 🥉 3rd Place: Lions – 86
 4️⃣ 4th Place: Caracals – 85
Upper Primary
 🥇 1st Place: Cheetahs – 350
 🥈 2nd Place: Caracals – 347
 🥉 3rd Place: Leopards – 315
 4️⃣ 4th Place: Lions – 310

🏅 Overall Primary House Standings
 🥇 1st Place: Cheetahs – 452
 🥈 2nd Place: Caracals – 432
 🥉 3rd Place: Leopards – 405
 4️⃣ 4th Place: Lions – 396

Congratulations to all our students for giving their very best — you made
your houses proud!

💛 Thank You
A heartfelt thank you to all our staff for your hard work, dedication, and

positive energy in making both days such a success. Your enthusiasm and
teamwork made everything run seamlessly.

A special thank you to our parents and guardians who came out to cheer,
support, and celebrate our students — your presence means the world to

them (and to us!).
An extra shout-out goes to the parents who donated delicious refreshments

and to those who helped with the sales at our fundraising stall. Thanks to your
generosity and support, we raised N$3,285, which will go toward enhancing

our sports facilities and equipment.
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🏅 HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT: SEMESTER IN REVIEW 🏅

As the semester draws to a close, we reflect on the fantastic sporting events that
brought our Windhoek International School community together. From exciting
competitions to skill-building activities, our students showed remarkable participation,
spirit, and enthusiasm.

WIS Inter-house Swimming Gala (13 September 2025)
The Dolphins Pool came alive with WIS excitement as the entire primary joined in for
this year’s Interhouse Swimming Gala! From our enthusiastic Kindergarten students to
our skilled secondary student lifeguards and competitors, the day was filled with
cheers, splashes, and house spirit at its best.

Each race brought incredible energy, determination, and teamwork — a true
celebration of our students’ courage and sportsmanship. The competition was fierce,
but friendly, and the stands echoed with chants of encouragement as swimmers gave
their all for their houses.

After a thrilling morning of races, the final results were:
 🥇 1st Place: Leopards – 193 points
 🥈 2nd Place: Caracals – 181 points
 🥉 3rd Place: Lions – 142 points
 🏅 4th Place: Cheetahs – 117 points

A huge thank you to every student who participated, our energetic supporters who
brought the spirit, and our incredible secondary student lifeguards for keeping everyone
safe. This year’s gala truly showed what it means to be part of the WIS community —
cheering one another on, giving our best, and having fun together!
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🏅 HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT: SEMESTER IN REVIEW 🏅
WIS Family Fun Day (3 October 2025)

Family, friendship, and fun were once again at the heart of our much-loved WIS Family
Fun Day! The event brought together students, parents, and staff for an unforgettable
afternoon of energy, laughter, and community spirit.
From the start, the school grounds buzzed with excitement — children raced between
games, families teamed up for friendly competitions, and the air was filled with music
and laughter. Our younger students and their families enjoyed fun and competitive
games like Pirate Ball, Banana Touch, and Bean Bag Cornhole, while the older
students gave their all in the Interhouse Games, showing incredible teamwork and
enthusiasm.
The entertainment didn’t stop there! With jumping castles, water slides, and an
amazing live performance by The Ells, there was something for everyone to enjoy.
Families gathered under gazebos, shared good food, and soaked up the relaxed,
festive atmosphere as the sun went down.
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who joined in, supported, volunteered, and helped
make this day such a success. The WIS Family Fun Day truly captured the spirit of our
community — where laughter, connection, and celebration bring us all together.

Pupkewitz Interschools Swimming Gala (24 & 25 October 2025)

Three of our primary school students – Caleb Slinger, Dani McNamara, and Mia Winter
– proudly represented WIS at this prestigious event. Their dedication and determination
shone brightly as they competed with swimmers from across the region. Well done to
these young athletes for their stellar efforts!

Learn2Skate Weeks (29 September - 2 October & 24 - 27 November)

To wrap up an already active semester, students were thrilled to participate in our Skate
Weeks in partnership with DTS. For many, this experience was a highlight of the term!
The gym was filled with laughter, determination, and a wonderful spirit of perseverance
as students learned to balance, glide, and move confidently on wheels.
Across all grades, the progress was remarkable — from tentative first-time skaters to
students confidently mastering turns and controlled stops. Skate Week once again
reminded us that learning through movement can be both challenging and joyful. We’re
incredibly grateful for our ongoing partnership with DTS and look forward to continuing
this exciting experience next year.

A Special Shout-out to Our Primary Students & Parents

We want to give a huge round of applause to our Primary students for their incredible
participation and enthusiasm throughout our sporting events this semester. Whether you
were in the pool giving it your all, cheering from the sidelines, or simply showing up with
big smiles and positive energy, you made every moment brighter! Your teamwork,
determination, and school spirit truly made us proud. 

A heartfelt thank you also goes out to our wonderful parents for your continued support
— from cheering in the stands to helping behind the scenes. Your encouragement and
presence make all the difference and remind us how special the WIS community truly is.
Here’s to a successful semester of sports and an even more exciting one ahead in
2026!
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🏅 Highlights from the Sports Department: Semester in Review 🏅
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🏅 Highlights from the Sports Department: Semester in Review 🏅
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 English as an Additional Laguage 

Deidre Smith 
Madelein Ockhuizen

EAL Team
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The Student Representative Council

The new Student Representative Council (SRC) representatives were voted in at the
beginning of the year by their peers in Grade 3, 4 and 5. The Grade 5 classes
nominated 2 councillors per class, while the Grade 3s and 4s nominated one per class. 
The SRC in the Primary Years Programme (PYP) schools plays a very important role
that supports the core philosophy of the PYP. The main aspects of this role are:
Voice and Agency for Learners
The SRC gathers ideas, concerns, and suggestions from classmates and brings them
to teachers and administrators, ensuring that students have a genuine say in school
life.
Leadership Development
By organizing activities, leading meetings, and communicating with their classmates
and WIS staff, students develop many skills: communication, collaboration,
problem‑solving and responsibility, all key attributes of an IB learner.
The SRC members also act as ambassadors for the school’s six principles (purpose,
people, excellence, ownership, creativity and sustainability) and act as role models for
the other students.
Community Engagement & Service
The council often initiates or coordinates service‑learning projects that align with the
PYP’s emphasis on action. These projects can range from environmental campaigns
(e.g., recycling drives) to local community outreach (e.g., visits to senior homes). In
fact, as I write this, this year’s SRC are in the process of planning a visit to our local
seniors’ home to bring gifts to the residents and to entertain them with some poems
and songs.
The SRC also helps organize multicultural events, assemblies or fairs that showcase
the diversity of the school community, reinforcing the PYP’s focus on international
mindedness.
I have noted the enthusiasm from our current SRC members during our weekly
meetings and I can see that they are committed and energetic. They are very excited
about promoting a positive school climate, and about being involved in a number of
initiatives around the school and the community. Ms Annemarie and Ms Debbie, who
are leading the SRC, are also very impressed with the quality and the energy of our
new members. Watch this space!

Fabrizio Conti
PYP coordinator

Student Representative Council



60

AFTER-SCHOOL CARE

AFTER SCHOOL CARE

Aftercare has been running smoothly, and it’s been wonderful to see students settling into a calm and positive end-of-day
routine. The children are enjoying their time together, sharing a healthy lunch, chatting with friends, and engaging in a

range of relaxed, play-based activities. Our aftercare environment is intentionally designed to feel welcoming and
peaceful, giving students the space to unwind, connect, and recharge after a busy school day. We are delighted to see

how happy and comfortable they are, and we look forward to continuing to support them in a safe, nurturing, and
enjoyable setting.
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AFTER SCHOOL CARE

We also provide a supportive space for students who wish to complete their homework during aftercare. Our environment is calm,
structured, and supervised, allowing children to focus while still feeling relaxed. Staff are available to offer gentle guidance when

needed, and students are encouraged to work at their own pace. Whether they choose to finish homework, read quietly, or enjoy a
peaceful workspace, our goal is to make aftercare a comfortable and productive place for every child.


