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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIMARY PRINCIPAL

Creat iv i t y  and express ion  have a lso  f lour ished.  From v ib ran t  c lassroom
exper iences  to  per fo rmances on  s tage,  inc lud ing  our  Drama Club
produc t ion ,  s tudents  have embraced oppor tun i t ies  to  take  r i sks ,  bu i ld
conf idence,  and share  the i r  ta len ts  w i th  o thers .

Perhaps  one o f  the  most  power fu l  re f lec t ions  o f  our  communi ty  has
been seen in  our  shared exper iences .  In te rna t iona l  Day  prepara t ions
brought  mus ic ,  movement ,  and cu l tu re  in to  every  corner  o f  the  schoo l ,
c rea t ing  moments  o f  joy  and connect ion  tha t  ce lebra te  who we are  as  a
d iverse  and inc lus ive  communi ty .  These are  the  moments  where
learn ing  ex tends  beyond the  c lassroom and becomes someth ing  l i ved
and fe l t .

Our  d ivers i ty  cont inues  to  be  one o f  our  g rea tes t  s t rengths .  Wi th in  our
schoo l ,  languages,  cu l tu res ,  and perspec t ives  come together  in  ways
tha t  enr ich  learn ing  and deepen unders tand ing .  Our  s tudents  a re  no t
on ly  learn ing  about  the  wor ld ,  they  are  learn ing  w i th  and f rom one
another ,  deve lop ing  empathy ,  respec t ,  and open-mindedness  a long the
way.
Th is  year  has  a lso  been one o f  g rowth  fo r  our  educators .  Through
in i t ia t i ves  such as  the  WIS Teacher  Academy,  par t i c ipa t ion  in  the  AISA
conference,  and in te rna t iona l  co l labora t ion  th rough the  Globa l  A l l iance,
our  teachers  have cont inued to  learn ,  re f lec t ,  and re f ine  the i r  p rac t ice .
Welcoming v is i t ing  educators  in to  our  schoo l  has  fu r ther  s t rengthened
th is  sense o f  g loba l  connectedness ,  remind ing  us  tha t  learn ing  is  a
shared endeavour  tha t  ex tends  fa r  beyond our  own campus.  

These exper iences  have had a  d i rec t  and mean ing fu l  impact  on  our
s tudents .  When teachers  g row,  s tudents  benef i t  and th is  has  been
ev ident  in  the  qua l i t y  o f  learn ing  tak ing  p lace  across  the  Pr imary
Schoo l .

Th is  year  in  the  Pr imary  Schoo l  has  been de f ined no t  by  any  s ing le
moment ,  bu t  by  the  co l lec t i ve  energy ,  g rowth ,  and sp i r i t  o f  a
communi ty  in  mot ion .
From the  very  f i rs t  days  o f  the  academic  year ,  there  was a  sense o f
purpose.  Our  campus came a l i ve  w i th  new beg inn ings ,  we lcoming
new fami l ies  in to  our  communi ty  wh i le  reconnect ing  w i th  those who
cont inue to  shape i t .  There  was an  immedia te  reminder  tha t  what
makes our  schoo l  spec ia l  i s  no t  jus t  what  happens in  c lassrooms,  bu t
how we come together :  s tudents ,  s ta f f ,  and parents ,  as  par tners  in
learn ing .
As  the  year  un fo lded,  tha t  sense o f  togetherness  became our
foundat ion .
In  our  c lassrooms,  learn ing  has  been dynamic  and engag ing .  Our
s tudents  have asked ques t ions ,  exp lo red  ideas ,  and taken increas ing
ownersh ip  o f  the i r  learn ing .  Through inqu i ry ,  they  have no t  on ly
deve loped knowledge and sk i l l s ,  bu t  a lso  conf idence,  cur ios i ty ,  and
a growing  sense o f  agency .  Th is  was seen power fu l l y  when our
s tudents  s tepped fo rward  as  leaders ,  launch ing  who le-schoo l
in i t ia t i ves  and mode l l ing  what  i t  means to  take  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  the i r
communi ty .
A t  the  same t ime,  our  commi tment  to  deve lop ing  the  who le  ch i ld  has
remained a t  the  hear t  o f  every th ing  we do .  Growth  has  no t  been
l im i ted  to  academic  ach ievement ,  a l though tha t  has  been s t rong,  bu t
has  ex tended in to  spor t ,  the  ar ts ,  re la t ionsh ips ,  and persona l
deve lopment .
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRIMARY PRINCIPAL
At  the  hear t  o f  i t  a l l  has  been a  s t rong and suppor t i ve  communi ty .  The
par tnersh ip  be tween home and schoo l  has  remained essent ia l ,  bu i l t  on  t rus t ,
communica t ion ,  and a  shared commi tment  to  each ch i ld ’s  g rowth .  I t  i s  th is
co l lec t i ve  e f fo r t  tha t  a l lows our  s tudents  no t  on ly  to  succeed bu t  to  fee l
known,  va lued,  and suppor ted .

Jus t  as  impor tan t ly ,  th is  has  been a  year  where  va lues  have been l i ved ,  no t
jus t  spoken.  We have seen what  i t  means to  be  car ing ,  in  the  smal l ,
everyday  in te rac t ions ,  in  the  way s tudents  suppor t  one another ,  and in  the
respec t  shown across  our  communi ty .  These moments ,  o f ten  qu ie t  and eas i l y
missed,  a re  in  many ways  the  most  impor tan t ,  as  they  shape the  k ind  o f
peop le  our  s tudents  a re  becoming.

As  we re f lec t  on  the  year ,  i t  i s  c lear  tha t  our  schoo l  i s  a  p lace  fu l l  o f  l i fe .  I t
i s  busy ,  i t  i s  v ib ran t ,  and a t  t imes i t  i s  cha l leng ing  bu t  i t  i s  a lso  purposefu l ,
connected ,  and reward ing .  Th is  i s  what  a  th r iv ing  learn ing  communi ty  looks
l i ke .  I t  i s  a  p lace  where  s tudents  a re  encouraged to  th ink ,  to  care ,  to  take
ac t ion ,  and to  g row.  I t  i s  a  p lace  where  teachers  cont inue to  learn  a longs ide
the i r  s tudents .  And i t  i s  a  p lace  where ,  together ,  we are  bu i ld ing  someth ing
tha t  ex tends  fa r  beyond a  s ing le  schoo l  year .

As  I  c lose  th is  chapter ,  I  do  so  w i th  immense gra t i tude.  My t ime a t  WIS has
been bo th  pro fess iona l l y  fu l f i l l i ng  and persona l ly  mean ing fu l ,  and i t  has  been
a pr iv i lege  to  be  par t  o f  such a  v ib ran t ,  car ing ,  and commi t ted  communi ty .  I
w i l l  m iss  the  da i l y  energy  o f  the  campus,  the  re la t ionsh ips  bu i l t  w i th
s tudents ,  s ta f f ,  and fami l ies ,  and the  shared moments  tha t  have de f ined th is
journey .  A t  the  same t ime,  I  leave w i th  comple te  conf idence in  what  l ies
ahead.  The Pr imary  Schoo l  i s  in  a  s t rong and exc i t ing  p lace ,  and I  have no
doubt  tha t  i t  w i l l  con t inue to  f lour ish  and go  f rom s t rength  to  s t rength .  The
foundat ions  are  so l id ,  the  peop le  a re  except iona l ,  and the  sense o f  purpose
is  c lear .
Thank you fo r  be ing  par t  o f  th is  journey ,  and fo r  mak ing  th is  communi ty  what
i t  i s .

Jenna Brown
Pr imary  Pr inc ipa l
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Mandy Liedke

Your creativity and dedication as our Primary
Art teacher have brought colour and

imagination to our school every day. Your
commitment to community initiatives reflects

the heart of what it means to be an IB
educator. As you move to Shanghai, China

with your husband and daughters, may your
artistic spirit continue to flourish and inspire

new communities. We'll miss your vibrant
energy and the beautiful work you've created

with our students.

 Thank you, Jenna, for your dedicated
leadership as Principal over the past year, and

for your invaluable contributions as PYP
Coordinator before that. Your vision and

commitment to IB philosophy have left an
indelible mark on our Primary programme. As

you embark on this exciting new journey to
Beijing, China, with your children Ben and

Harper, we wish you all the very best. May this
adventure bring fresh inspiration and
wonderful memories for your family.

 Jenna Brown

Oh! Oh! The Places
you Will go   
The Places
you Will go   

Farewell
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Bianca  Salamon
With a heart so kind and a gentle way,

You made our school brighter every day.
Your humble spirit, warm and true,

Touched the lives of many who knew you.
Thank you for the care you gave,

For helping students grow strong and brave.
The anti-bullying programme you brought to our school

Has left a lasting impact and valuable tool.
To colleagues and students, you showed such grace,

Always greeting others with a smile on your face.
As you begin a new journey, we wish you the best,

With happiness, success, and many blessings ahead.

Your passion for French language and culture has
enriched countless young learners at our school. Beyond

the classroom, your love for nature and the wilderness
has inspired us all to appreciate the world around us. As

you head to Lusaka, Zambia—a place where the
wilderness truly comes alive—we know you'll find many

opportunities to nurture that deep connection with nature.
Thank you for everything you've given to our students and

community.

Stephanie  Morgan

Oh! Oh! The Places
you Will go   
The Places
you Will go   

Farewell
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This June, the school community gathered to celebrate a milestone that defines the
Primary Years Programme (PYP): the PYP Exhibition. Under the transdisciplinary
theme "How We Express Ourselves," this year's cohort of Grade 5 students
demonstrated that expression is far more than just speaking or writing; it is a powerful
vehicle for inquiry, connection, and global change.

The Culmination of a Journey

For many, the PYP Exhibition is simply a final project. However, for the students of
WIS, it represents the culmination of their entire primary school journey. It is the
moment where 5 or more years of learning, curiosity, and skill-building converge.
Throughout their time in the PYP, students have developed the attributes of the IB
Learner Profile, honed their Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills, and explored various
transdisciplinary themes. The Exhibition is the ultimate test of their ability to synthesise
this knowledge, moving from passive learners to active, self-directed investigators.
It is a rite of passage, signalling their readiness to transition into the Middle Years
Programme (MYP), equipped not just with facts, but with the confidence to navigate
complex ideas.

From Passion to Purpose: The Inquiry Process

What makes the WIS Exhibition particularly compelling this year is the depth of student
agency. The process begins not with a research project assigned by the teacher, but
with a spark of genuine interest. Students were encouraged to identify an issue they
felt personally connected to—whether it was local environmental concerns in Namibia,
human relationships, or the challenges of new technologies such as AI or
cryptocurrency.

Once a topic was chosen, the students engaged in a rigorous process of connecting
their passion to the broader world. They mapped their issues to the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). This crucial step transformed personal
curiosity into global citizenship. A student interested in plastic waste didn't just clean
up a beach; they linked their work to SDG 14 (Life Below Water) or SDG 12
(Responsible Consumption and Production). Another student exploring gender equality
connected their research to SDG 5.
This linkage provided a framework for their research. Students moved beyond surface-
level facts, diving into data collection, interviews with experts, and critical analysis.
They learned that expressing themselves effectively requires a deep understanding of
the context in which they are speaking.

PYP Spotlight: The Power of Exhibition

The Power of Action

Perhaps the most vital component of the PYP Exhibition is the concept of Action. In the
IB philosophy, learning is incomplete if it remains theoretical. The Exhibition demands
that students move from "knowing" to "doing", from questions to solutions.
At WIS, this manifested in diverse and impactful ways. Some students organized
community drives, others created campaigns to raise awareness, and some developed
possible solutions to local problems. The theme "How We Express Ourselves" took on a
new dimension here: expression became action. By taking initiative, students
demonstrated that their voices have the power to influence their immediate environment
and contribute to global solutions.
The importance of action cannot be overstated. It teaches students that they are not
merely observers of the world but active participants capable of effecting change. It
fosters a sense of responsibility and empowers them to believe that their contributions
matter, regardless of their age.

A Celebration of Expression

This June, the PYP Exhibition at Windhoek International School served as a testament to
the potential of young minds. By connecting personal passions, global goals, and
tangible action under the theme of self-expression, these students have shown that the
future is in capable hands.
As they prepare to move on to the next stage of their education, they carry with them
more than just a certificate. They carry the experience of having expressed themselves,
researched deeply, and acted meaningfully. The Exhibition is not just an end; it is a
beginning—a launchpad for a lifetime of inquiry and impact on the world around us. 

Fabrizio Conti

PYP coordinator
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 How Windhoek International School Integrates PM Writing with the IB PYP

"Writ ing to  Learn"  Across the Curr iculum

One o f  the  grea tes t  s t rengths  o f  our  approach is  how PM Wr i t ing
a l igns  w i th  the  PYP's  Un i ts  o f  Inqu i ry .  Rather  than v iewing  wr i t ing
as  a  separa te  sub jec t ,  we use i t  as  a  veh ic le  fo r  t ransd isc ip l inary
learn ing .
When our  s tudents  exp lo re  a  un i t  on  "How the  Wor ld  Works , "  they
might  wr i te  an  In fo rmat ion  Repor t  on  an imal  hab i ta ts .  Dur ing  a  un i t
on  "Shar ing  the  P lanet , "  they  cou ld  c ra f t  a  Persuas ive  p iece
advocat ing  fo r  sus ta inab i l i t y .  By  app ly ing  spec i f i c  tex t  types  to
authent ic ,  rea l -wor ld  contex ts ,  s tudents  learn  tha t  wr i t ing  is  a
func t iona l  sk i l l  they  can use to  communica te  the i r  unders tand ing  o f
complex  themes.  Th is  "wr i te  to  learn"  s t ra tegy  deepens the i r
conceptua l  unders tand ing  wh i le  a lso  t ra in ing  the i r  l i te racy  sk i l l s .

The " I  Do,  We Do,  You Do" Model

Our  teach ing  methodo logy  mi r ro rs  the  PYP's  commi tment  to
meet ing  s tudents  where  they  are  on  the i r  learn ing  cont inuum.  We
ut i l i ze  the  PM Wr i t ing  "B ig  Books"  and exp l i c i t  ins t ruc t ion  mode ls
to  gu ide  s tudents  th rough th ree  d is t inc t  phases :
1 . Mode led  Wr i t ing  ( I  Do) :  Teachers  demonst ra te  the  s t ruc tu re  and

language fea tures  o f  a  spec i f i c  tex t  type ,  showing s tudents
exac t ly  what  success  looks  l i ke .

2 . Shared/Gu ided Wr i t ing  (We Do) :  S tudents  co l labora te  w i th
teachers  to  co-cons t ruc t  tex ts .  Th is  a l lows fo r  d i f fe ren t ia t ion ,
ensur ing  tha t  every  learner  rece ives  the  suppor t  they  need to
grasp new concepts .

Independent  Wr i t ing  (You Do) :  F ina l l y ,  s tudents  app ly  the i r  new
sk i l l s  to  c rea te  the i r  own or ig ina l  tex ts .  Th is  fos te rs  independence
and a l lows them to  take  ownersh ip  o f  the i r  vo ice .

Building Strong Writers.
At  Windhoek In te rna t iona l  Schoo l ,  we be l ieve  tha t  wr i t ing  is  more  than
jus t  pu t t ing  words  on  a  page;  i t  i s  a  power fu l  too l  fo r  th ink ing ,
communica t ing ,  and unders tand ing  the  wor ld .  In  our  Pr imary  years ,  we
ut i l i ze  the  PM Wr i t ing  program to  in fo rm our  Eng l ish  cur r i cu lum as  we
fee l  i t  f i t s  n ice ly  w i th  our  In te rna t iona l  Bacca laureate  Pr imary  Years
Programme (PYP) .

Th is  combina t ion  a l lows us  to  p rov ide  a  s t ruc tu red ,  sca f fo lded
approach to  l i te racy  wh i le  ma in ta in ing  the  IB 's  sp i r i t  o f  inqu i ry  and
s tudent  agency .  Here  is  how we br ing  these two f rameworks  together
to  empower  our  young wr i te rs .

A Structured Pathway for  Diverse Text  Types

The PM Wr i t ing  program o f fe rs  a  comprehens ive  l i te racy  so lu t ion
des igned spec i f i ca l l y  fo r  p r imary  s tudents .  I t  in t roduces  e igh t  key  tex t
types  sequent ia l l y  across  f i ve  deve lopmenta l  s tages ,  mov ing  f rom
"emergent "  to  "ex tend ing"  leve ls .  Th is  p rogress ion  ensures  tha t  every
ch i ld  bu i lds  the  necessary  "wr i t ing  s tamina"  and techn ica l  sk i l l s  to
succeed.

In  our  c lassrooms,  s tudents  master  a  w ide  range o f  genres ,  each
serv ing  a  d is t inc t  purpose:

Nar ra t i ves :  Cra f t ing  s to r ies  w i th  charac ters ,  se t t ings ,  and p lo ts  to
enter ta in  and engage.
Recounts :  Rete l l ing  pas t  events  chrono log ica l l y ,  per fec t  fo r  d ia ry
ent r ies  o r  news repor ts .
Descr ip t ions :  Us ing  sensory  de ta i l s  to  pa in t  v iv id  p ic tu res  o f  peop le ,
p laces ,  o r  th ings .
In fo rmat ion  Repor ts :  Prov id ing  fac tua l ,  o rgan ized in fo rmat ion  about
the  wor ld  a round them.
Procedures :  G iv ing  c lear ,  s tep-by-s tep  ins t ruc t ions  on  how to  do  or
make someth ing .
Persuas ive  Wr i t ing :  Const ruc t ing  arguments  suppor ted  by  ev idence
to  in f luence op in ions .
Exp lanat ions :  C la r i f y ing  how or  why processes  occur .
D iscuss ions :  Exp lo r ing  mul t ip le  v iewpo in ts  be fore  reach ing  a
reasoned conc lus ion .
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 How Windhoek International School Integrates PM Writing with the IB PYP

Foster ing Student  Agency and Assessment

Beyond techn ica l  sk i l l s ,  the  PM Wr i t ing  program suppor ts  the  PYP's
focus  on  s tudent  agency .  Through c lear  examples ,  sca f fo lds ,  and
too ls ,  s tudents  learn  to  p lan ,  d ra f t ,  and pub l ish  the i r  work  w i th
conf idence.  They  become ac t ive  par t i c ipants  in  the i r  own learn ing
journey ,  unders tand ing  no t  jus t  how to  wr i te ,  bu t  why  they  are
wr i t ing .
Fur thermore ,  the  program's  bu i l t - in  fo rmat ive  assessments  a l low our
teachers  to  eva lua te  unders tand ing  in  rea l - t ime.  Th is  da ta  he lps  us
persona l ize  ins t ruc t ion ,  ensur ing  tha t  no  s tudent  i s  le f t  beh ind  and
tha t  advanced learners  a re  cont inua l l y  cha l lenged.

Conclusion

At  Windhoek In te rna t iona l  Schoo l ,  the  synergy  be tween the  s t ruc tu re
o f  PM Wr i t ing  and the  inqu i ry -based f lex ib i l i t y  o f  the  IB  PYP crea tes  a
dynamic  env i ronment  fo r  l i te racy  deve lopment .  We s t r i ve  to  deve lop
young wr i te rs  who are  no t  on ly  techn ica l l y  p ro f i c ien t  bu t  a lso  capab le
o f  us ing  language to  inqu i re ,  connect ,  and make a  d i f fe rence in  the
wor ld .

As  we move fo rward ,  we look  fo rward  to  see ing  our  s tudents  cont inue
to  grow,  exp lo r ing  new tex t  types  and express ing  the i r  un ique vo ices
wi th  c la r i t y  and conf idence.

Fabr iz io  Cont i

PYP coord ina tor
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Empowering Young Mathematicians: How WIS Integrates SFUSD Math with the IB PYP

The Power  o f  Co l labora t ive  D iscourse
Mathemat ics  a t  WIS is  o f ten  a  soc ia l  ac t i v i t y .  We u t i l i ze  s t ruc tu red
math  ta lks  and co l labora t ive  group work  to  fos te r  a  cu l tu re  o f
d iscourse .  S tudents  a re  taught  spec i f i c  language rou t ines  tha t
enab le  them to  a r t i cu la te  the i r  th ink ing ,  c r i t ique  the  reason ing  o f
o thers ,  and re f ine  the i r  own unders tand ing .

From "Number  Ta lks"  to  the  "3 -Read"  p ro toco l ,  these s t ra teg ies
ensure  tha t  every  vo ice  is  heard ,  inc lud ing  our  Eng l ish  Language
Learners .  By  d iscuss ing  mathemat ica l  ideas  a loud,  s tudents
deepen the i r  conceptua l  unders tand ing  and deve lop  the
communica t ion  sk i l l s  essent ia l  fo r  the  IB  Learner  Pro f i le .

Ref lec t ion  and Metacogn i t ion
To he lp  s tudents  make sense o f  the i r  learn ing  journey ,  we see our
Maths  books  more  as  journa ls .  These journa ls  serve  as  a  space
for  re f lec t ion ,  where  s tudents  syn thes ize  the i r  ideas ,  document
the i r  p rob lem-so lv ing  s t ra teg ies ,  and t rack  the i r  g rowth  over  t ime.
Th is  p rac t ice  no t  on ly  re in fo rces  mathemat ica l  concepts  bu t  a lso
fos ters  the  PYP a t t r ibu te  o f  be ing  a  re f lec t i ve  th inker .

Our  V is ion :  A  Communi ty  o f  Cr i t i ca l  Th inkers
Ul t imate ly ,  the  in tegra t ion  o f  SFUSD math  and the  IB  PYP a t
Windhoek In te rna t iona l  Schoo l  i s  about  more  than jus t  academic
ach ievement .  I t  i s  about  c rea t ing  an  equ i tab le ,  h igh-qua l i t y
learn ing  env i ronment  where  every  s tudent  deve lops  mathemat ica l
hab i ts  o f  m ind .

We are  s t r i v ing  to  ra ise  a  genera t ion  o f  c r i t i ca l  th inkers ,  adept
prob lem so lvers ,  and mathemat ica l  communica tors  who are  ready
to  engage produc t ive ly  in  an  ever -chang ing ,  in te rd isc ip l inary
wor ld .  As  we cont inue to  bu i ld  th is  math  learn ing  communi ty ,  we
ce lebra te  every  s tudent 's  un ique journey  toward  mathemat ica l
f luency  and conf idence.

Fabr iz io  Cont i

PYP coord ina tor

A Fresh Perspective on Mathematics.
At  WIS,  we be l ieve  tha t  mathemat ics  i s  more  than memor iz ing  fo rmulas
or  so lv ing  ca lcu la t ions  in  i so la t ion .  I t  i s  a  dynamic  language o f  pa t te rns ,
a  too l  fo r  c r i t i ca l  th ink ing ,  and a  co l labora t ive  journey  o f  d iscovery .  To
nur tu re  th is  mindset ,  our  Pr imary  Schoo l  uses  the  San Franc isco  Un i f ied
Schoo l  D is t r i c t  (SFUSD)  mathemat ics  f ramework ,  in tegra t ing  i t  w i th  the
inqu i ry -based ph i losophy o f  the  IB  Pr imary  Years  Programme (PYP) .

Th is  power fu l  combina t ion  c rea tes  a  "math  learn ing  communi ty "  where
every  s tudent  i s  empowered to  see themse lves  as  a  capab le
mathemat ic ian .  Here  is  how we br ing  these two wor ld -c lass  approaches
together  to  imp lement  math  learn ing  a t  WIS.

Cult ivat ing a  Growth Mindset  and Conf idence

One o f  the  corners tones  o f  our  approach is  the  be l ie f  tha t  a l l  s tudents
can succeed in  mathemat ics .  Drawing  f rom the  SFUSD f ramework ,  we
pr io r i t i ze  math  mindset  rou t ines  tha t  he lp  young learners  overcome
anx ie ty  and bu i ld  conf idence.  Whether  in  K indergar ten  or  Grade 5 ,
s tudents  a re  encouraged to  v iew cha l lenges  as  oppor tun i t ies  to  g row.
Th is  a l igns  per fec t l y  w i th  the  PYP's  goa l  o f  deve lop ing  conf ident ,  r i sk -
tak ing  learners  who are  res i l ien t  in  the  face  o f  complex  prob lems.

Inquiry-Based Learning and Rich Tasks

Jus t  as  the  PYP encourages  s tudents  to  inqu i re  in to  the  wor ld  a round
them,  SFUSD math  centers  on  " r i ch  math  tasks . "  These are  open-ended
prob lems tha t  inv i te  s tudents  to  exp lo re  concepts  l i ke  number  sense,
measurement ,  da ta  hand l ing ,  and spat ia l  reason ing  th rough mul t ip le
pathways .

Ins tead o f  s imp ly  be ing  to ld  how to  so lve  a  p rob lem,  our  s tudents  a re
gu ided to  d iscover  why a  method works .  Th is  inqu i ry -dr iven  approach
mi r ro rs  the  PYP's  t ransd isc ip l inary  themes,  a l low ing  s tudents  to  app ly
mathemat ica l  th ink ing  to  rea l -wor ld  contex ts—whether  they  are
ana lyz ing  da ta  fo r  a  sc ience un i t  o r  measur ing  mater ia ls  fo r  a  des ign
pro jec t .



PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY
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In this unit, students will explore various forms of transportation and their role in helping
people and things move from one place to another. They will learn to differentiate between
water, land, and air transportation. As a creative project, students will choose their favorite
mode of transportation, create a picture of it, using different media, and compose a short
story to share their experiences and thoughts about it. This engaging activity will foster
their understanding of the topic while allowing them to express their creativity.

Central Idea: People develop transportation systems to improve speed and convenience.

Approaches to learning skills: 

Research skills (Synthesizing and interpreting)
Thinking skills (Creative thinking)
Communication skills (Symbolic exploration and expression)

.

An inquiry into: 
What is movement, and how do people and things move.
What are the forms of movement and travel, and how do they work.
Ways transportation systems shape lifestyle and communities.

Learner Profile Attributes:

Inquirers
Open-minded
Knowledgeable

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How the World Works

Specified  Concepts

1.Form
2.Function
3.Cousation

Unit Reflections

I like the Unit about transport, because I liked to build my Monster track. I still want to
learn more about submarines . Tendai
I like to learn about transport. My favourite ones are ambulances, because they help
people. - Ravi
I like to learn about transport. I like bicycles, because I like to ride them when Mom and
Dad are holding me. Sometimes I can ride on the bicycle by myself. - Ida
I like to learn about transport, because I like cars. - Noah
I like transport. My favourite transport is the bus, because it can go to different places. I
still would like to know more about taxis. Leo
I liked to learn about transport. I like submarines, because they dive down into the
ocean. I also like fire engines, because they shoot water into the fire. - Alex
I liked to learn about transport. I got to paint the airplane. - Sonia
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Al l  l i v ing  th ings  exper ience var ious  s tages  th roughout  the i r  l i ves .
Growth  and deve lopment  a re  in f luenced by  na tura l  seasona l  cyc les ,
wh ich  are  essent ia l  fo r  l i fe  on  Ear th .  By  connect ing  these cyc les  to
rea l - l i fe  exper iences ,  ch i ld ren  can recogn ize  pa t te rns  and make
genera l i za t ions .  Th is  connect ion  is  c ruc ia l  fo r  deve lop ing  cogn i t i ve
sk i l l s ,  inc lud ing  abs t rac t  th ink ing .  Encourag ing  s tudents  to  exp lo re
these re la t ionsh ips  enhances  the i r  unders tand ing  o f  the  wor ld  a round
them.

Centra l  Idea:  
The weather  and seasons he lp  l i v ing  th ings  grow and change over  t ime.

Approaches to  learning sk i l ls :  
Research  sk i l l s  -  In fo rmat ion  l i te racy  (Eva lua t ing  and communica t ing  -
Not ice  re la t ionsh ips  and pa t te rns)
Soc ia l  sk i l l s  -  In te rpersona l  re la t ionsh ips  (  Prac t ise  empathy  and care  fo r
o thers )
Communica t ion  sk i l l s  -  Speak ing  (Par t i c ipa te  in  conversa t ions)
Se l f -management  sk i l l s  -  Organ iza t ion  (Choose and comple te  tasks
independent ly ,  fo l low the  d i rec t ions  o f  o thers )

An inquiry  into:
 

How to  cons t ruc t  an  e f fec t i ve  s to ry
Stor ies  in fo rm and en ter ta in
How s tor ies  can be  c rea ted  and shared

IB  Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Knowlegable
Car ing

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Sharing the Planet

Speci f ied Concepts

1. Form
2. Funct ion
3. Change

Student  Ref lect ion
TI  l i ke  to  learn  about  n igh t  t ime.  I t ' s  my favour i te  t ime,  because I  can
p lay  w i th  my Mommy.  Noah
I  l i ke  to  learn  about  the  water  cyc le ,  because I  l i ke  to  know where
the  ra in  comes f rom and a f te r  the  ra in  comes sunny weather .  Son ia
I  l i ke  to  learn  about  day  and n igh t .  Because I  l i ke  to  s leep by  myse l f .
I  l i ke  day  t ime more ,  because I  can  p lay .  Tenda i
I  l i ke  to  learn  about  f lowers ,  tha t  they  can grow f rom the  seeds .  I  l i ke
f lowers ,  because they  are  beaut i fu l .  -  A lex
I  l i ked  to  learn  about  p lan ts ,  because they  can grow in to  t rees .  -  Leo
I  l i ke  to  learn  about  bu t te r f l ies  and how they  grow.  -  Rav i
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I t  focuses  on  or ien ta t ion  in  p lace  and t ime,  exp lo r ing  persona l  h is to r ies ,
human migra t ion ,  d iscover ies ,  and the  in te rconnectedness  o f  ind iv idua ls  and
c iv i l i sa t ions .

Centra l  Idea
The p laces  we go ,  the  journeys  we take ,  and the  changes in  our  communi ty
he lp  us  unders tand our  wor ld .

An Inquiry  into
Impor tan t  p laces  in  our  l i ves .
D i f fe ren t  types  o f  journeys  peop le  take  and why.
How homes and communi t ies  change over  t ime.
How we ta lk  about  and remember  events .

During The Uni t

Dur ing  th is  un i t ,  s tudents  ident i f ied  d i f fe ren t  re la t ionsh ips  around them and
the i r  ro le  in  tha t  re la t ionsh ip .  They  va lued each member  and unders tood tha t
they  have a  v i ta l  ro le  to  p lay  in  a  re la t ionsh ip .  S tudents  fu r ther  showed
empathy ,  compass ion  and respec t  towards  the  needs and fee l ings  o f  o thers .
They unders tand tha t  peop le 's  cho ices  have an  impact  on  the i r  re la t ionsh ips .
They  unders tood the  impor tance o f  in te l lec tua l ,  phys ica l  and emot iona l
ba lance to  ach ieve  persona l  we l l -be ing  o f  a l l .

Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes
Open-minded,  Knowledgeable ,  Thinkers ,  Inquirers  

Approaches to  learning

Think ing  Sk i l l s
Research  Sk i l l s
Communica t ion  Sk i l l s

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Where We Are In Place And Time. 

Dur ing  th is  un i t ,  ch i ld ren  learned about  p laces ,  peop le ,  and how th ings
change over  t ime.  They  en joyed ta lk ing  about  the i r  fami ly ,  spec ia l  memor ies ,
and p laces  tha t  a re  impor tan t  to  them.  They  learned tha t  everyone has
d i f fe ren t  exper iences  and s to r ies  to  share .
They  l i ked  exp lo r ing  maps,  p ic tu res ,  and t ime l ines .  They  can now ta lk  about
th ings  tha t  happened in  the  pas t  and compare  them to  the  present .  They
en joyed l i s ten ing  to  the i r  c lassmates ’  s to r ies  and learn ing  about  d i f fe ren t
t rad i t ions  and cu l tu res .
They  showed the  learner  p ro f i le  a t t r ibu tes  by  be ing  open-minded,  and
knowledgeab le .  They  t r ied  the i r  bes t  to  share  the i r  ideas  and l i s ten  to  o thers
respec t fu l l y .
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This  t ransd isc ip l inary  theme is  centered on  exp lor ing  how we d iscover  and
share  ideas ,  fee l ings ,  na ture ,  cu l tu re ,  be l ie fs ,  and va lues .  I t  examines  the
ways we use c rea t iv i t y ,  language,  and communica t ion  to  connect  w i th  o thers
and in te rpre t  the  wor ld .

Centra l  Idea
Ideas  and fee l ings  can be  shared and expressed th rough the  ar ts .

Line of  Inquiry:
Di f fe ren t  a r t  fo rms and ar t i s ts
How ar ts  connects  us  to  the  wor ld  a round us
Ways o f  express ing  our  ideas ,  thoughts  and fee l ing

During The Uni t
In  th is  un i t ,  they  learned tha t  peop le  can express  themse lves  in  many
d i f fe ren t  ways .  They  l i ked  us ing  ar t ,  mus ic ,  movement ,  and ta lk ing  to  share
the i r  ideas  and fee l ings .  The i r  favour i te  par t  was  c rea t ing  and shar ing  w i th
the i r  f r iends .  They  learned tha t  everyone is  un ique and spec ia l  in  the  way
they  express  themse lves .  They  are  proud o f  themse lves  fo r  t ry ing  new th ings
and shar ing  the i r  thoughts  w i th  conf idence.

Approaches to  Learning

Sel f -management  sk i l l s
Organ iza t ion
Choose and comple te  tasks  independent ly
Creat ive  th ink ing

Learner  Prof i le  

Inqu i re rs
Open-minded 
Communica tors

Speci f ied Concepts
Connect ion ,  Form,  Change

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Express Ourselves
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In  our  How We Express  Ourse lves  un i t ,  s tudents  exp lo red  the  many
ways peop le  communica te  ideas ,  fee l ings ,  exper iences ,  and c rea t iv i t y .
Through ar t ,  mus ic ,  movement ,  s to ry te l l ing ,  ro le  p lay ,  and
co l labora t ive  ac t iv i t ies ,  learners  d iscovered tha t  everyone has  un ique
ways o f  express ing  themse lves .  S tudents  deve loped conf idence in
shar ing  the i r  thoughts  and ideas  wh i le  a lso  learn ing  to  apprec ia te  and
respec t  the  perspec t ives  and c rea t iv i t y  o f  o thers .

Centra l  Idea:
 How peop le  express  themse lves  c rea t ive ly  he lps  us  unders tand
ourse lves  and o thers .

Approaches to  learning sk i l ls :  
Socia l  Ski l ls :  S tudents  deve loped pos i t i ve  in te rpersona l
re la t ionsh ips  by  learn ing  to  l i s ten  care fu l l y ,  show k indness ,  and
respec t  the  thoughts  and fee l ings  o f  o thers .  Through co l labora t ive
p lay  and group ac t iv i t ies ,  they  prac t iced  unders tand ing  emot ions
and bu i ld ing  car ing  connect ions  w i th  the i r  peers .
Communicat ion Ski l ls :  Learners  exp lo red  a  var ie ty  o f  ways  to
express  ideas ,  fee l ings ,  and imag ina t ion  th rough symbols ,  ro le
p lay ,  s to ry te l l ing ,  a r t ,  and d iscuss ion .  They  s t rengthened the i r
l i s ten ing  and communica t ion  sk i l l s  by  ac t ive ly  par t i c ipa t ing  in
conversa t ions  and engag ing  w i th  books ,  p r in t ,  and mean ing fu l
exper iences

An inquiry  into:  
Di f fe ren t  ways  peop le  express  themse lves  c rea t ive ly .  
Unders tand ing  peop le 's  po in ts  o f  v iew.  
Why peop le  shou ld  have the  f reedom to  express  themse lves

IB Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Open-Minded
 Students  exp lo red  d i f fe ren t  ideas ,  perspec t ives ,  and ways  o f
express ing  themse lves  th rough ar t ,  mus ic ,  movement ,  s to ry te l l ing ,  and
d iscuss ion .  They  learned to  apprec ia te  and respec t  the  un ique
creat iv i t y  o f  o thers .

Risk-Takers
 Learners  showed courage by  t ry ing  new ways  to  express  the i r
thoughts  and ideas .  They  s tepped ou ts ide  o f  the i r  comfor t  zones
through c rea t ive  ac t iv i t ies ,  per fo rmances,  and shar ing  the i r  work  w i th
o thers .

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Express Ourselves
Communicators
Students  deve loped the i r  ab i l i t y  to  express  fee l ings ,  ideas ,  and
exper iences  in  a  var ie ty  o f  ways .  Through speak ing ,  c rea t ing ,
per fo rming ,  and co l labora t ing ,  they  prac t iced  shar ing  the i r  th ink ing
conf ident ly  w i th  o thers .

Key Concepts
Function: Understanding Creative Tools and Materials
Perspective: Expressing Feelings Through Art
Connection: Exploring Ways We Express Ourselves

Students' reflections from this Unit of Inquiry:
In our How We Express Ourselves unit, we explored different ways people share their
ideas, feelings, and creativity. We expressed ourselves through art, music, movement,
storytelling, role play, and discussions. We learned to be open-minded by appreciating
the ideas and creations of others. This unit helped us understand that everyone has
unique and special ways to express themselves.
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In  our  How the  Wor ld  Works  un i t ,  s tudents  exp lo red  the  mater ia ls  and
ob jec ts  tha t  make up  the  wor ld  a round them.  Through hands-on
inves t iga t ions ,  p lay-based learn ing ,  and inqu i ry  ac t i v i t ies ,  learners
d iscovered what  th ings  are  made o f ,  why  cer ta in  mater ia ls  a re  chosen,
and how ob jec ts  a re  des igned to  func t ion  in  d i f fe ren t  ways .  S tudents
deve loped cur ios i ty ,  p rob lem-so lv ing ,  and observa t ion  sk i l l s  as  they
exp lored ,  compared,  c rea ted ,  and shared the i r  d iscover ies  about  how
the wor ld  works .

Centra l  Idea:  
Mater ia ls  have d i f fe ren t  p roper t ies  tha t  de termine how they  are  used in
the  wor ld  a round us

An inquiry  into:  
The d i f fe ren t  types  o f  mater ia ls  (why  we choose cer ta in  mater ia ls  to
make spec i f i c  ob jec ts )
The proper t ies  o f  mater ia ls  (e .g .  hard /so f t ,  rough/smooth ,
waterproo f ,  f lex ib le ,  s t rong)
How mater ia ls  a re  used fo r  d i f fe ren t  purposes  (why we choose
cer ta in  mater ia ls  to  make spec i f i c  ob jec ts )

Approaches to  learning sk i l ls :  
Thinking Ski l ls
Students  deve loped the i r  th ink ing  sk i l l s  by  care fu l l y  observ ing ,
descr ib ing ,  compar ing ,  and sor t ing  d i f fe ren t  mater ia ls  and ob jec ts .
Through hands-on inves t iga t ions ,  learners  exp lo red  s imi la r i t ies ,
d i f fe rences ,  and the  un ique proper t ies  o f  mater ia ls .
Communicat ion Ski l ls
Learners  p rac t iced  us ing  descr ip t i ve  language to  ta lk  about  tex tu res ,
mater ia ls ,  and ob jec ts  they  exp lo red .  They  a lso  deve loped conf idence
in  exp la in ing  s imp le  p rocesses  and shar ing  the i r  ideas  and d iscover ies
wi th  o thers .
Research Ski l ls
Students  exp lo red  and inves t iga ted  th rough p lay-based learn ing
exper iences ,  exper iments ,  and inqu i ry  ac t i v i t ies .  They  s t rengthened
the i r  cur ios i ty  by  ask ing  ques t ions ,  mak ing  observa t ions ,  and seek ing
answers  about  how th ings  work .

Key Concepts  
Funct ion –  How is  i t  made? Why is  i t  made tha t  way .
Causat ion  –  Why do  we choose cer ta in  mater ia ls?
Form  –  What  i s  i t  made o f?

Inquirers
Students  deve loped the i r  cur ios i ty  by  ask ing  ques t ions ,  inves t iga t ing
mater ia ls ,  and exp lo r ing  how th ings  work .  Through hands-on
exper iences  and exper iments ,  learners  ac t ive ly  searched fo r  answers
and made d iscover ies  about  the  wor ld  a round them.
Knowledgeable
Learners  bu i l t  the i r  unders tand ing  o f  d i f fe ren t  mater ia ls ,  ob jec ts ,  and
how they  are  used in  everyday  l i fe .  They  shared the i r  g rowing
knowledge th rough d iscuss ions ,  observa t ions ,  and mean ing fu l  learn ing
exper iences .
Thinkers
Students  used the i r  th ink ing  sk i l l s  to  so lve  prob lems,  make pred ic t ions ,
and exp la in  the i r  ideas .  They  cons idered why cer ta in  mater ia ls  a re
chosen and how ob jec ts  a re  des igned to  func t ion  e f fec t i ve ly .

Students '  re f lect ions f rom th is  Uni t  of  Inquiry:
In  our  How the  Wor ld  Works  un i t ,  we exp lo red  d i f fe ren t  mater ia ls  and
d iscovered how and why th ings  are  made.  We asked ques t ions ,
inves t iga ted  ob jec ts ,  compared mater ia ls ,  and learned tha t  d i f fe ren t
mater ia ls  a re  chosen fo r  d i f fe ren t  purposes .  We a lso  prac t iced  us ing
too ls  sa fe ly ,  fo l low ing  s teps  care fu l l y ,  and shar ing  our  ideas  and
d iscover ies  w i th  o thers .

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How The World Works
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Sharing The Planet

In  th is  Un i t  o f  Inqu i ry ,  s tudents  w i l l  exp lo re  how l i v ing  th ings  have a
var ie ty  o f  ex te rna l  fea tures  tha t  he lp  them surv ive  in  d i f fe ren t
env i ronments .  They  w i l l  inves t iga te  how an imals  and p lan ts  a re
adapted  to  the  p laces  where  the i r  needs  fo r  food,  water ,  she l te r ,  and
safe ty  a re  met .
Through hands-on learn ing  exper iences ,  observa t ions ,  and
d iscuss ions ,  s tudents  w i l l  deve lop  the i r  unders tand ing  o f  how
phys ica l  fea tures  such as  body  cover ings ,  shapes,  and s t ruc tu res
he lp  l i v ing  th ings  l i ve  success fu l l y  in  the i r  hab i ta ts .  They  w i l l
compare  d i f fe ren t  an ima ls  and p lan ts ,  ask ing  ques t ions  and mak ing
connect ions  be tween fea tures  and env i ronments .

Centra l  Idea:  
L iv ing  th ings  have a  var ie ty  o f  ex te rna l  fea tures ,  wh ich  are  adapted
to  the  d i f fe ren t  p laces  where  the i r  needs  are  met .

An inquiry  into:  
L iv ing  th ings  need cer ta in  th ings  in  o rder  to  surv ive .
L iv ing  th ings  depend on  and in te rac t  w i th  each o ther  and the i r
env i ronment .
L iv ing  th ings  adapt  in  response to  env i ronmenta l  cha l lenges

 
IB  Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Inqu i re rs ,  Knowledgeab le ,  Car ing

Key Concepts  
Connect ion :  How do l i v ing  th ings  in te rac t  w i th  the i r  env i ronment  and
each o ther?
Change:  How have l i v ing  th ings  evo lved over  t ime to  surv ive?

Research ski l ls ,  Thinking sk i l ls ,  Communicat ion sk i l ls

Student  Ref lect ions  
“ I  can  exp la in  tha t  l i v ing  th ings  have d i f fe ren t  body  par ts  tha t  he lp  them
surv ive .
I  can  descr ibe  how an imals  and p lan ts  a re  su i ted  to  where  they  l i ve .
I  can  te l l  the  d i f fe rence be tween an imals  tha t  l i ve  in  d i f fe ren t  hab i ta ts .
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Where we are in place and Time
n  In  th is  Un i t  o f  Inqu i ry ,  s tudents  w i l l  exp lo re  how ar te fac ts  f rom the
past  he lp  us  unders tand and p iece  together  the  s to ry  o f  peop le ’s  l i ves .
They  w i l l  inves t iga te  how ob jec ts  such as  too ls ,  c lo th ing ,  photographs ,
and everyday  i tems can prov ide  c lues  about  how peop le  l i ved  long
ago.
Through hands-on ac t iv i t ies ,  observa t ion ,  and d iscuss ion ,  s tudents  w i l l
deve lop  an  unders tand ing  o f  how h is to r ians  use  ar te fac ts  as  ev idence
to  learn  about  d i f fe ren t  t ime per iods  and cu l tu res .  They  w i l l  be
encouraged to  ask  ques t ions ,  make pred ic t ions ,  and draw conc lus ions
based on  what  they  observe .

Centra l  Idea:  
Exp lor ing  ar te fac ts  f rom the  pas t  he lps  us  p iece  together  the  s to ry  o f
peop les '  l i ves .  

An inquiry  into:  
Look ing  a t  d i f fe ren t  ob jec ts  can te l l  us  about  how peop le  l i ved  long
ago.
Us ing  maps and t ime l ines  to  unders tand impor tan t  events  in  Sam
Nujoma's  l i fe .
How we l i ve  today  compared to  how peop le  l i ved  in  the  pas t .

Key Concepts
Connect ion  -  How do the  San peop le  l i ve  d i f fe ren t ly  now compared to
how they  l i ved  centur ies  o r  mi l lenn ia  ago? 

Change -  How have modern  i tems changed s ince  they  were  invented?

Form -  What  were  o ld  o r  anc ien t  i tems l i ke  compared to  what  they  are
l i ke  now?

IB  Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Inqu i re rs ,  Open-minded

Students  Relect ions 

“ I  can expla in  that  objects  f rom the past  te l l  us  how people  used
to l ive .
I  can descr ibe what  I  th ink an o ld  object  was used for .
I  can use c lues f rom ar tefacts  to  make predict ions about  the  past .
I  learned that  o ld  objects  are  ca l led ar tefacts .
I  can share  ideas about  what  l i fe  might  have been l ike  long ago
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Organize Ourselves

In  th is  un i t ,  s tudents  w i l l  exp lo re  how the  geograph ic  loca t ion  o f  a
communi ty  shapes the  way peop le  l i ve ,  work ,  and p lay .  By  compar ing
urban and ru ra l  se t t ings ,  s tudents  w i l l  inves t iga te  how d i f fe ren t
env i ronments  o f fe r  un ique oppor tun i t ies—such as  types  o f  jobs ,
access  to  na ture ,  t ranspor ta t ion ,  and communi ty  serv ices .  They  w i l l
d iscover  how these loca l  oppor tun i t ies  d i rec t l y  in f luence da i l y
l i fes ty les ,  f rom hous ing  and recrea t ion  to  how fami l ies  meet  the i r  bas ic
needs.  Through hands-on compar isons ,  mapp ing ,  and shar ing  persona l
connect ions ,  s tudents  w i l l  deve lop  an  apprec ia t ion  fo r  the  d ivers i ty  o f
communi t ies  and unders tand how where  we l i ve  impacts  how we l i ve .

Centra l  Idea:  
Oppor tun i t ies  in  u rban and ru ra l  communi t ies  c rea te  a  d i f fe rence in
l i fes ty les

An inquiry  into:  
Fac tors  a f fec t  u rban and ru ra l  l i fe .
Access  to  oppor tun i t ies  in  u rban and ru ra l  a reas  var ies
Respons ib i l i t i es  vary  in  u rban and ru ra l  communi t ies .

Key Concepts
Connect ion  -  How do the  San peop le  l i ve  d i f fe ren t ly  now compared to
how they  l i ved  centur ies  o r  mi l lenn ia  ago? 

Change -  How have modern  i tems changed s ince  they  were  invented?

Form -  What  were  anc ien t  i tems l i ke  compared to  what  they  are  l i ke
now?

IB  Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Inqu i re rs
Knowledgeab le
Car ing

Students  Relect ions 

“ I  can expla in  that  objects  f rom the past  te l l  us  how people  used
to l ive .
I  can descr ibe what  I  th ink an o ld  object  was used for .
I  can use c lues f rom ar tefacts  to  make predict ions about  the  past .
I  learned that  o ld  objects  are  ca l led ar tefacts .
I  can share  ideas about  what  l i fe  might  have been l ike  long ago
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Express Ourselves

In  th is  inqu i ry ,  s tudents  w i l l  exp lo re  how poet ry  ac ts  as  a  un ique too l  to
communica te  thoughts ,  fee l ings ,  and b ig  ideas .  Ins tead o f  us ing  l i te ra l
language,  they  w i l l  d iscover  how poets  use  word  cho ice ,  rhy thm,  and
imagery  to  pa in t  p ic tu res  w i th  words  and evoke s t rong emot ions .
Throughout  the  un i t ,  s tudents  w i l l  read a  var ie ty  o f  age-appropr ia te
poems to  learn  tha t  poet ry  does  no t  a lways  have to  rhyme.  As
deve lop ing  communica tors ,  they  w i l l  exper iment  w i th  wr i t ing  the i r  own
poems us ing  sensory  language.  The un i t  conc ludes  w i th  an  ora l
per fo rmance or  mu l t imoda l  ce lebra t ion ,  where  s tudents  p rac t ice  speak ing
vo lume,  express ion ,  and pac ing  to  conf ident ly  share  the i r  c rea t ive  ideas
wi th  an  aud ience.

Centra l  Idea:  
Peop le  use  poet ry  to  express  the i r  thoughts ,  fee l ings ,  and ideas  in
c rea t ive  ways .

An inquiry  into:  
There  are  d i f fe ren t  fo rms and fea tures  o f  poet ry .
Poet ry  he lps  us  express  emot ions  and ideas .
We can c rea te  and share  our  own poems.

Speci f ied   Concepts
Perspect ive  -  Perspec t ive  he lps  s tudents  rea l i ze  tha t  poet ry  a l lows
us to  look  a t  everyday ,  normal  th ings  in  comple te ly  unexpected  ways .
I t  cha l lenges  them to  s tep  ou t  o f  the i r  own shoes.
Connect ion  -  Connect ion  is  a l l  about  re la t ionsh ips—how words
connect  to  fee l ings ,  how poems connect  to  the  reader ’s  persona l  l i fe ,
and how d i f fe ren t  a r t  fo rms connect  to  one another .

IB  Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes:
Communica tor
Ba lanced
Ref lec t i ve

ATL
Communica t ion  sk i l l s  -  wr i t ten  communica t ion ,  Ora l  Communica t ion ,
Non-Verba l  &  Mul t imoda l  Communica t ion .  Communica t ion  isn ' t  jus t  about
the  mouth  and ears ;  i t  invo lves  the  who le  body  and v isua l  p resenta t ion .

Students  Relect ions 

“ I  learned tha t  I  don ' t  need a  mi l l ion  words  to  share  a  b ig  fee l ing  or  a
huge idea.  I  jus t  need to  choose the  per fec t  words .  I  loved us ing
sensory  language to  descr ibe  how th ings  smel l ,  tas te ,  and fee l ,  wh ich
he lped make my poems come a l i ve  fo r  anyone read ing  them.  I t  was
neat  to  f ind  ou t  tha t  poems can have a  rhy thm,  l i ke  a  hear tbeat ,  even
i f  they  don ' t  rhyme a t  a l l .
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Express Ourselves

An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas,
feel ings,  nature,  cul ture,  bel iefs and values.

Central  Idea: People express and appreciate their cultures and
tradit ions in different ways.

Line of inquiry: 
Varying cul tural  groups within our communit ies ( form)
The features that make cul tures s imi lar  and di f ferent (causat ion)
How di f ferent cul tures share and pass on the signi f icance of  their
cul ture (perspect ive)

Approaches to Learning :                                             
Research  Skil ls:  Research about var ious cul tures and bel iefs
systems.
Communication :  Speak and express ideas clear ly and logical ly in
smal l  and large groups.
Research skil l :  Evaluat ing and communicat ing -  Present informat ion
in a var iety of  formats and plat forms

Throughout th is uni t ,  students explored how people express and
appreciate their  cul tures and tradi t ions in many di f ferent ways. They
learned about the diverse cul tural  groups that exist  wi th in our
communit ies and discovered that whi le cul tures may look di f ferent on the
surface, they of ten share important s imi lar i t ies.

Specif ied Concepts
Form :  The understanding that everything has a form with recognisable
features.
Causation :  Understand that di f ferent cul tures have di f ferent bel iefs
and customs for var ious reasons. 
Perspective :  Understand that di f ferent perspect ives lead to di f ferent
interpretat ions,  understandings and f indings; perspect ives may be
indiv idual ,  group, cul tural  or  d iscipl inary.

Learner Profi le
Open-minded: We cr i t ical ly appreciate our own cul tures and personal
histor ies,  as wel l  as the values and tradi t ions of  others.  We seek and
evaluate a range of  points of  v iew, and we are wi l l ing to grow from the
exper ience.
Students '  reflections
We enjoyed learning from each other.  I t  is  interest ing to know what
di f ferent cul tures celebrate.  Grade 2B
I loved learning about di f ferent cul tures and shar ing my celebrat ions.
Grade 2A
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How The World Works

An inquiry into understandings of  the wor ld and phenomena through
patterns,  cycles,  and systems, diverse pract ices,  methods and tools,
discovery,  design, innovat ion:  possibi l i t ies and impacts.

Central  Idea: Experimentat ion and inquiry can help us discover the wor ld

Line of inquiry: 
The process of  exper imentat ion (Scient i f ic  method)
The tr ia l /error and cause/ef fect  of  exper imentat ion 

Approaches to Learning :                                             
Thinking skil ls:  Crit ical  thinking, Evaluating :  Test general izat ions
and conclusions
Communication :  Reading -  Make inferences and draw conclusions
Research skil l :  Formulat ing and planning -  Ask or design relevant
quest ions of  interest  that  can be researched.

Throughout th is uni t ,  students explored how exper imentat ion and inquiry
help us discover and understand the world around us.  They engaged in
hands-on science invest igat ions where they asked quest ions,  made
predict ions,  tested ideas, and recorded their  f indings l ike real  scient ists.
A key focus of  the uni t  was the scient i f ic  method, where students learned
to fo l low steps such as planning an invest igat ion,  conduct ing
exper iments,  observing resul ts,  and drawing conclusions. They also
explored the concepts of  t r ia l  and error and cause and ef fect ,  helping
them understand that not al l  exper iments work the f i rst  t ime and that
every resul t  has a reason

Student Reflections
I  love making exper iments and the explosion that happened dur ing
exper iments” Grade 2A
“We l iked the sal t  and pepper exper iment.  We l iked learning about the
scient i f ic  method. Grade 2B

Specif ied Concepts
Form: Student explored what the scient i f ic  method and the scient i f ic
process is conducted.
Causat ion:  Students concluded that for  every act ion there is an equal
and opposi te react ion.  They further explored what s imple chemical
react ions can be created and studied in the c lassroom and at  home
using the scient i f ic  method.

Learner Profi le
Inquirer :  We nurture our cur iosi ty,  developing ski l ls  for  inquiry and
research
Thinker: We use cr i t ical  and creat ive th inking ski l ls  to analyse and take
responsible act ion on complex problems.
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Sharing The Planet 
An inqu i ry  in to  the  in te rdependence o f  human and na tura l  wor lds
th rough:  r igh ts ,  respons ib i l i t i es  and d ign i ty  o f  a l l ,  pa thways  to  jus t ,
peacefu l  and re imag ined fu tu res ,  na ture ,  complex i ty ,  coex is tence and
wisdom.

Centra l  Idea:  L iv ing  th ings  depend on  the i r  env i ronment ,  and human
act ions  impact  na tura l  resources .
.  

Line of  inquiry:  
The l i fe  cyc les  o f  l i v ing  th ings
The charac ter is t i cs  o f  d i f fe ren t  hab i ta ts
The sus ta inab le  use  o f  na tura l  resources

Approaches to  Learning :   
Thinking  ski l ls :  Syn thes ise  new unders tand ings  by  f ind ing  un ique
charac ter is t i cs ;  see ing  re la t ionsh ips  and connect ions .
Communicat ion  ski l ls :  L is ten  ac t ive ly  and respec t fu l l y  wh i le  o thers
speak

Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes                   
Communica t ion :  We expressed ourse lves  conf ident ly  and c rea t ive ly  in
more  than one language and in  many ways .
Knowledgeab le :  S tudents  engaged in  s t ruc tu red  research  ac t iv i t ies
and shared the i r  f ind ings  th rough pos ters  and presenta t ions .
Inqu i re r :  S tudents  deve loped inqu i ry  sk i l l s  by  genera t ing  ques t ions
about  l i fe  cyc les ,  hab i ta ts ,  and sus ta inab i l i t y .  
Car ing :  S tudents  exp lo red  ways  to  care  fo r  l i v ing  th ings  and na tura l
resources  th rough d iscuss ions ,  ro le -p lay ing ,  and rea l - l i fe  ac t ions
(e .g . ,  conserv ing  water )

Dur ing  the  Un i t ,  s tudents  exp lo red  how an imals ,  such as  f rogs  and
but te r f l ies ,  g row and change,  and how some an imals  need spec i f i c
hab i ta ts  to  surv ive .  They  a lso  learned about  the  impact  o f  de fores ta t ion
and po l lu t ion  on  w i ld l i fe .  Creat ing  l i fe  cyc le  whee ls ,  d rawing  bu t te r f l y
s tages ,  des ign ing  brochures ,  and learn ing  how to  he lp  save sea tu r t les
were  among the  h igh l igh ts .  S tudents  espec ia l l y  en joyed d iscover ing
ways  to  p ro tec t  oceans and an imals .

Student  Ref lect ions
We loved do ing  research  about  our  an ima ls  and f ind ing
in te res t ing  fac ts .  Grade 2A
"We l i ked  p lan t ing  p lan ts  and exp lo r ing  an imal  hab i ta ts . ”  Grade
2B
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Who We Are
An inqu i ry  in to  ident i t y  as  ind iv idua ls  and as  par t  o f  a  co l lec t i ve  th rough:
phys ica l ,  emot iona l  and sp i r i tua l  hea l th  and we l l -be ing ,  re la t ionsh ips  and
be long ing ,  learn ing  and growing .

Th is  un i t  exp lo res  persona l  iden t i t y ,  r igh ts ,  and respons ib i l i t i es .  S tudents
inqu i re  in to  what  i t  means to  be  par t  o f  a  communi ty ,  how our  ac t ions
af fec t  o thers ,  and how we can make respons ib le  cho ices .  They  learn  tha t
everyone has  r igh ts—and w i th  those r igh ts  come respons ib i l i t i es  tha t  he lp
us  l i ve  and learn  together  respec t fu l l y .

Centra l  Idea:  Peop le  have human r igh ts  and respons ib i l i t i es  to  meet  the i r
needs  and to  p ro tec t  the i r  we l l -be ing .
.  

Line of  inquiry:  
The ro le  and impor tance o f  human r igh ts  ( fo rm)
The re la t ionsh ip  be tween r igh ts  and respons ib i l i t i es  (connect ion)
Educat ion  promotes  awareness  and respec t  fo r  human r igh ts
(perspec t ive)

Approaches to  Learning :   
Think ing  
Communica t ion  sk i l l s

Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes                   
Pr inc ip led :   S tudents  w i l l  deve lop  a  b roader  unders tand ing  o f  in tegr i t y
and a  sense o f  fa i rness  and respec t  fo r  the  d ign i ty  o f  ind iv idua ls ,
g roups  and the  communi ty .
Car ing :  S tudents  w i l l  respec t  the  r igh ts  o f  o thers  and be  more  car ing
of  them.  

Dur ing  the  Un i t ,  s tudents  learned about  human r igh ts  and the
respons ib i l i t i es  tha t  come wi th  them.  They  d iscovered tha t  ch i ld ren  have
r igh ts  too ,  such as  the  r igh t  to  sa fe ty ,  educat ion ,  and p lay ,  and tha t  each
r igh t  i s  l inked to  a  respons ib i l i t y ,  l i ke  car ing  fo r  o thers  and respec t ing
ru les .

Student  Ref lect ions
We learned a  lo t  about  ch i ld ren 's  r igh ts  and respons ib i l i t i es .
And tha t  i t  i s  very  impor tan t .  Grade 2A
"We l i ked  learn ing  about  ch i ld ren 's  r igh ts  and why they  are
impor tan t .  Grade 2B
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In  th is  un i t  o f  inqu i ry ,  s tudents  embarked on  a  journey  th rough t ime to
exp lo re  the  r i ch  and power fu l  h is to ry  o f  A f r i can  Empi res  and the  remarkab le
cont r ibu t ions  they  made to  wor ld  c iv i l i sa t ion .  From the  anc ien t  k ingdoms o f
Mal i ,  Ghana,  and Songha i  to  the  ind igenous communi t ies  o f  Namib ia  and
across  the  Af r i can  cont inent ,  s tudents  uncovered how these grea t
c iv i l i sa t ions  bu i l t  ne tworks  o f  t rade,  knowledge,  and cu l tu re .  Through the
key  concepts  o f  Form,  Change,  and Connect ion ,  they  inves t iga ted  how
Af r ican  empi res  in te rac ted  w i th  one another  and w i th  o ther  c iv i l i sa t ions ,
how they  t rans formed soc ie t ies ,  and how ind igenous communi t ies  across
Af r ica  main ta ined a  deep and mean ing fu l  connect ion  to  the i r  land  and
her i tage.

Students  deve loped essent ia l  research  and th ink ing  sk i l l s  by  exp lo r ing  a
wide  range o f  med ia  sources ,  ask ing  thought fu l  ques t ions ,  and cons ider ing
ideas  f rom mul t ip le  perspec t ives .  Through c r i t i ca l  th ink ing  and med ia
l i te racy ,  they  learned to  eva lua te  in fo rmat ion  care fu l l y ,  bu i ld ing  a  we l l -
rounded unders tand ing  o f  a  g loba l  s to ry  tha t  s t re tched back  thousands o f
years  and cont inued to  un fo ld  today .

Centra l  Idea
Exp lor ing  the  h is to ry  o f  A f r i can  Empi res  and the i r  con t r ibu t ions  to  wor ld
c iv i l i sa t ion .  

Lines of  Inquiry:  
How Af r ican  empi res  connected  and o ther  c iv i l i sa t ions  
How Af r i can  empi res  changed soc ie t ies  and in f luenced the  modern  wor ld  
Ind igenous communi t ies  in  Namib ia  and across  Af r i ca  deep ly  va lue  the i r
connect ion  to  the i r  land

Key Concepts
 Form :  Inves t iga ted  the  organ iza t iona l  s t ruc tu res ,  leadersh ip  s ty les ,  and
cu l tu ra l  sys tems tha t  de f ined grea t  empi res  l i ke  Mal i ,  Songha i ,  and
Ghana.
Connect ion :  Ana lyzed the  re la t ionsh ips  be tween pas t  c iv i l i za t ions  and
the  modern  wor ld .
Change :  Inves t iga ted  how soc ie t ies  evo lve  over  t ime,  ana lyz ing  the  r i se
and fa l l  o f  g rea t  A f r i can  empi res  and examin ing  how sh i f t ing  t rade
routes ,  Is lamic  in f luences ,  and resource  ava i lab i l i t y  t rans formed the i r
cu l tu res  and landscapes.

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Where We Are in Place and Time
Learner  Pro f i le  A t t r ibu tes

Inquirer  
Knowledgeable  

Research ski l ls :  Media  l i teracy:  Seek a  range o f  perspec t ives  f rom
mul t ip le  and var ied  med ia  sources .
In format ion l i teracy:  Formula t ing  and p lann ing  -  Ask  or  des ign
re levant  ques t ions  o f  in te res t  tha t  can be  researched.
Thinking ski l ls -Cr i t ica l  th inking-Evaluat ing -  Cons ider  ideas  f rom
mul t ip le  perspec t ives .

Student  Ref lect ions
“Dur ing  th is  amaz ing  un i t ,  we exp lored  the  wor ld  many years  ago.  We
learned about  the  t ime per iods  o f  anc ien t  war r io rs  and c iv i l i sa t ions .
Af te r  research ing ,  we put  in fo rmat ion  on  a  pos ter  and wro te  f i c t ion  tex t
us ing  in fo rmat ion  about  the  k ingdom we researched.  F ina l l y ,  we
presented w i th  en thus iasm and showed our  knowledge. ”  -  North  

“Where we are  in  P lace  and T ime are  the  Af r i can  k ingdoms where  we
learn t  a  lo t  o f  th ings ;  the  t r ibes ,  k ingdoms,  k ingdoms such as  Aksum and
many more  and t r ibes  such as  the  Osh iwambo t r ibe  where  we learned
how they  l i ved  or  surv ive  wars  and what  t rad i t ions  they  do .  And the i r
jobs .  And I  persona l ly  th ink  tha t  the  research  was the  bes t  par t  as  I  l i ke
cha l lenges and was hard  bu t  some were  easy . ” -  Amos,  EAL student
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In  th is  un i t  o f  inqu i ry ,  s tudents  exp lo red  the  power fu l  ro le  tha t  med ia  p lays
in  our  everyday  l i ves ,  gu ided by  the  cent ra l  idea  tha t  the  med ia  uses
t r i cks  to  in f luence the  cho ices  we make every  day .  Through the  key
concepts  o f  Func t ion ,  Perspec t ive ,  and Respons ib i l i t y ,  s tudents
inves t iga ted  how med ia  opera tes  in  soc ie ty ,  how i t  in f luences  consumers ,
and what  i t  means to  make t ru ly  in fo rmed cho ices  in  a  med ia-sa tura ted
wor ld .  They  examined the  techn iques  used by  adver t i sers  and the  med ia
to  shape op in ions ,  cha l lenge percept ions ,  and dr ive  dec is ions ,  deve lop ing
a sharp  and c r i t i ca l  eye  fo r  what  l ies  beneath  the  sur face  o f  the  messages
they  encounter  da i l y .

Centra l  Idea
The med ia  uses  t r i cks  to  in f luence the  cho ices  we make every  day .

An Inquiry  into
1. Ro le  o f  the  med ia  in  soc ie ty
2 . In f luences  o f  med ia  on  the  consumer
3 . Mak ing  in fo rmed cho ices  as  a  consumer

Key Concepts  
Through the  key  concepts  o f  Func t ion ,  Perspec t ive ,  and Respons ib i l i t y ,
s tudents  inves t iga ted  how med ia  opera tes  in  soc ie ty ,  how i t  in f luences
consumers ,  and what  i t  means to  make t ru ly  in fo rmed cho ices  in  a  med ia-
sa tura ted  wor ld .  They  examined the  techn iques  used by  adver t i sers  and
the  med ia  to  shape op in ions ,  cha l lenge percept ions ,  and dr ive  dec is ions ,
deve lop ing  a  sharp  and c r i t i ca l  eye  fo r  what  l ies  beneath  the  sur face  o f
the  messages they  encounter  da i l y .

Approaches  To  Teaching  and  Learning
Research  ski l ls :  Med ia  l i te racy

Demonst ra te  awareness  o f  med ia  in te rpre ta t ions  o f  events  and
ideas .
Eth ica l  use  o f  med ia /  in fo rmat ion
Di f fe ren t ia te  re l iab le  f rom unre l iab le  resources .

Communicat ion  ski l ls :  Exchang ing  in fo rmat ion
Speak and express  ideas  c lear ly  and log ica l l y  in  smal l  and la rge
groups
L is ten ing  -  L is ten  ac t ive ly  to  o ther  perspec t ives  and ideas

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Express Ourselves
Communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a
variety of media and modalities.

Learner Profile Attributes 
Risk-Takers

Created and presented original advertisements, experimenting with different
persuasive techniques.
Participated in debates to defend or challenge viewpoints on media influence.
Took creative risks when designing media messages, posters, and video scripts
about informed consumer choices.

 Communicators
Engaged in group discussions to analyze the purpose and target audiences of
various media types.
Collaborated in roles such as ad creators, critics, and presenters to practice clear
communication.
Wrote and shared personal reflections detailing how media has influenced their
choices.

 Reflective
Maintained media journals to document and evaluate whether their daily consumer
choices were informed.
Evaluated the effectiveness and ethical impact of different media messages they
encountered or created.

Students Reflection
‘’In this unit, I learned how media can influence and sometimes mislead us as
consumers. We explored the ways advertisements change our minds and even
learned how to create our own advertisements. It was fascinating to learn new
vocabulary and participate in hands-on activities, like choosing between a normal box
of cereal and a 'mysterious bag' of cereal, which showed us firsthand how media can
play tricks on our choices. This was a thoroughly interesting unit!’’- Reneé

‘I learned about not everything in an advertisement is true. I would like to learn how
people get their advertisements on TV. I found it challenging to make my ad
believable.’ - Norah
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Express Ourselves
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An inqu i ry  in to  the  r igh ts  and respons ib i l i t i es  o f  shar ing  f in i te  resources
wi th  humani ty  and the  na tura l  wor ld ;  inves t iga t ing  the  charac ter is t i cs  o f
l i v ing  and non- l i v ing  th ings ,  how they  in te rac t  w i th in  an  ecosys tem,  and
our  co l lec t i ve  du ty  to  p reserve  env i ronments  fo r  the  fu tu re .

Centra l  Idea
Group ing  l i v ing  th ings  he lps  us  unders tand and pro tec t  our  wor ld .

Lines of  Inquiry
1. The fea tures  o f  l i v ing  th ings  he lp  us  sor t  them and unders tand how

di f fe ren t  they  are .
2 . We use observab le  fea tures  to  g roup l i v ing  th ings .
3 . Our  Impact  on  B iod ivers i ty  
4 . L iv ing  th ings  depend on  each o ther  and the i r  env i ronment  to  surv ive

Speci f ied Concepts  
Form  (What  charac ter is t i cs  d is t ingu ish  l i v ing  th ings  f rom non- l i v ing
th ings?)

Inves t iga ted  the  de f in i t i ve  s t ruc tu res ,  t ra i ts ,  and l i fe  p rocesses  tha t
separa te  l i v ing  organ isms f rom non- l i v ing  ob jec ts .
Examined b io log ica l  charac ter is t i cs  (such as  movement ,  resp i ra t ion ,
and reproduc t ion)  to  ident i f y  and c lass i fy  th ings  as  a l i ve ,  once-a l i ve ,
o r  never  a l i ve .

Connect ion  (How does  knowing a  c rea ture 's  g roup he lp  us  see i t s
re la t ionsh ip  to  o ther  spec ies?)

Exp lored  how an imal  c lass i f i ca t ion  l inks  d i f fe ren t  spec ies  together  and
revea ls  the i r  ro les  w i th in  loca l  ecosys tems.

Responsib i l i ty  (How does  ident i f y ing  b iod ivers i ty  in  our  loca l  a rea
mot iva te  us  to  p ro tec t  i t? )

Recogn ized tha t  b iod ivers i ty  represents  a  la rge  team o f  l i v ing  th ings
work ing  together ,  and took  respons ib i l i t y  fo r  p ro tec t ing  a l l  members—
from la rge  savannah an imals  to  t iny  lea f - l i t te r  bugs .

Students  Ref lect ion
‘ In  th is  un i t ,  ‘Shar ing  the  P lanet , ’  we learned about  l i v ing  and non-
l i v ing  th ings .  We a lso  learned and chose a  p lan t  wh ich  we researched,
made a  pos ter  and presented  our  f ind ings .  I  en joyed mak ing  a  pos ter
and present ing  my in fo rmat ion . ’ -  Nirvanah 

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Sharing The Planet 
Approaches To Learning

Research ski l ls
In fo rmat ion  l i te racy

Data  ga ther ing  and record ing  -  Gather  in fo rmat ion  f rom a  var ie ty  o f
p r imary  and secondary  sources
Socia l  sk i l ls

In te rpersona l  re la t ionsh ips ,  soc ia l  and emot iona l  in te l l igence
In terpersona l  re la t ionsh ips  -  Learn  coopera t ive ly  in  a  g roup:  be ing
cour teous ,  shar ing ,  and tak ing  tu rns
Thinking ski l ls

Cr i t i ca l  th ink ing
Ana lys ing  -  Observe  to  recogn ise  prob lems

Communicat ion sk i l ls
Exchang ing  in fo rmat ion

Speak ing  -  D iscuss  and negot ia te  ideas  and knowledge w i th  peers  and
teachers

Learner  Prof i le  At t r ibutes
Inquirer

Engaged in  hands-on inves t iga t ions  by  exp lo r ing  the  schoo l  g rounds to
d iscover  var ious  l i v ing  th ings .
Formula ted  the i r  own cur ious  ques t ions  about  the  organ isms they
found,  d r iv ing  the i r  own learn ing  fo rward .

 Knowledgeable
Conducted  research  pro jec ts  to  ga ther  de ta i led  in fo rmat ion  about
d i f fe ren t  spec ies ,  the i r  un ique fea tures ,  and the i r  hab i ta ts .
Deve loped sub jec t  knowledge and c rea ted  v isua l  a ids ,  such as  pos ters
and d ig i ta l  p resenta t ions ,  to  share  the i r  f ind ings .

Thinkers
Par t i c ipa ted  in  g roup d iscuss ions  and c lass i f i ca t ion  games to  c r i t i ca l l y
ana lyze  how l i v ing  th ings  are  grouped.
Compared an imal  charac ter is t i cs ,  debated  s imi la r i t ies  and d i f fe rences ,
and thought  deep ly  about  the  rea l -wor ld  imp l ica t ions  o f  b iod ivers i ty .

Students  Ref lect ion
‘  I  learn t  the  l i fe  cyc les  o f  d i f fe ren t  spec imens and to  see i f  someth ing  is
l i v ing  or  non- l i v ing .  The most  in te res t ing  par t  o f  th is  was learn ing  tha t
some spec imens are  made out  o f  d i f fe ren t  ce l l s  l i ke  p lan t  ce l l s  tha t ’s  fo r
t rees  and p lan ts .  The most  fun  par t  o f  th is  was on  the  pos ters  where  we
get  to  d raw and draw the  l i fe  cyc le  o f  a  p lan t  and an imal . ’  -  Francis  
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GRADE 3

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Sharing The Planet 
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GRADE 4 TEAM

Kaye van Rooi - GRADE 4A Sinead Cloete - GRADE 4B NeChe Du Plessis - EA GRADE 4BIngrid  Ndisiro - EA GRADE 4A
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Sharing The Planet
An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with
other living things; communities and the relationships within and between them;
access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.

This theme explores the rights and responsibilities we have when sharing limited resources
on Earth with other people, plants, and animals. It helps us understand that while everyone
has a right to use resources, we also have a responsibility to use them wisely, care for the
environment, and ensure that all living things can survive and thrive.

Central Idea
Plants are essential life forms that sustain ecosystems and support life on Earth.

An Inquiry into
Unique characteristics that distinguish plants from other living things (Form)
The processes by which plants grow and sustain themselves (Function)
The role of plants in supporting biodiversity and ecosystems (Connection)

Function: 
How does it work? Function: How do plants grow and sustain themselves?

Connection: 
How is it connected to other things? - Connection: How do plants contribute to ecosystems
and biodiversity?

Form: 
What is it like? - Form: What are plants made of?

Student Reflection
“I learned about plants and how they grow. I learned about photosynthesis and how plants
make their own food”
“I learned about the plant life cycle and why plants are important. I used research skills to
find facts and pictures to help me understand better.”
“I think I did well with organising my work, but I can improve by explaining my ideas more
clearly next time.”

Inquirers
We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know how to
learn independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and sustain our love of
learning throughout life.

Knowledgeable
We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a range of
disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and global significance.

Caring
We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to service, and
we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in the world around us.

Approaches to Learning
Research Skills: Finding, understanding, and using information.
 Application: Research plant life cycles and photosynthesis

Use books and websites
Choose reliable sources

Thinking Skills: Thinking carefully to solve problems and create ideas.
 Application: Understand how plants and animals depend on each other

Design a plant ecosystem model
Communication Skills: Sharing ideas clearly.
 Application: Explain plant concepts using correct vocabulary

Present projects to others
Self-Management Skills: Managing time and tasks responsibly.
 Application:
Organise research and complete tasks on time
Reflect on learning and set goals.
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An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human  made systems and communities;
the structure and function of organizations; societal decision  making; economic
activities and their impact on humankind and on the environment.

Money plays an important role in people’s lives and in communities. It affects the choices
we make, the things we can buy, and the way neighbourhoods grow and develop. How we
use money can improve our quality of life and support the well-being of others around us

Central Idea
Money affects people and neighbourhoods, and how we use it impacts our choices and
how we live.

An Inquiry into
Understanding the value of money.
How economics and finances affect our daily lives.
How the government utilises the tax money.

Learner Profile Attributes
Thinker: We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible
action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical
decisions.

Risk-takers: We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work
independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative strategies. We
are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and change.

Communicators: We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one
language and in many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the
perspectives of other individuals and groups.

Approaches to Learning 
Communication: Understanding the value of money: Students explore money in
different cultures and times through short presentations or debates.
Research Skills:  Understanding the value of money: Students research the history of
money and different types of currency.
Economics and daily life: Students explore key economic ideas like inflation and
GDP.
Responsible consumption and production: Students research how products impact
the environment and economy.

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Organise Ourselves

Function - How does it work? -Economic Roles: Money serves as a medium of
exchange, a unit of account, and a store of value. It facilitates transactions and enables
individuals to access goods and services essential for daily life.

Perspective- What are the points of view? - Value Systems: Different communities
have varying perspectives on money and wealth. Some may prioritise financial
success, while others may value community and relationships over material wealth.

Connection - How is it connected to other things? Community Investment: Funding for
community projects often comes from local businesses and residents. Strong financial
backing can lead to vibrant neighbourhoods, whereas economic neglect can lead to
decay.

Student Reflection
“I learned about money and how it is used in different ways in our daily lives and in
the community. I now understand that people make different choices when
spending and saving money.”
“I especially enjoyed the Market Day, where we created and sold our own products.
It was exciting to see how money is earned and used in real life.” 
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In our unit of inquiry, Where We Are in Place and Time, the students explored the lives of
different cultural groups that have shaped the history of Southern Africa, including the San,
the Dutch settlers, the French Huguenots, and the Xhosa. Through group research,
presentations, and class discussions, they learned about the challenges these groups
faced, such as displacement, conflicts, and colonisation, and how their unique traditions
and values contributed to the region’s cultural diversity. The students also reflected on the
importance of preserving culture, understanding different perspectives, and respecting the
past. This inquiry helped them make meaningful connections between the past and
present, fostering a deeper appreciation for history and the communities around them.

Central Idea
Africa holds great potential for discovery and innovation

An Inquiry into
Who were the indigenous people of Southern Africa (Form)
What challenges did the San people, the Dutch settlers, the French Huguenots, and
the Xhosa people face in their respective histories? (Perspective)
What cultural, architectural, or technological legacies did the San people, Dutch
settlers, French Huguenots, and Xhosa people leave behind in their respective
histories? (Change)

Learner Profile Attributes
Inquirers: We nurtured our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We
knew how to learn independently and with others. We learned with enthusiasm and
sustained our love of learning throughout life.
Communicators: We expressed ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one
language and in many ways. We collaborated effectively, listening carefully to the
perspectives of other individuals and groups.
Open-minded: We critically appreciated our own cultures and personal histories, as
well as the values and traditions of others. We sought and evaluated a range of points
of view, and we are willing to grow from the experience.

Student reflection 
“I learned that the Bushmen and Xhosa people were bullied by the French Huguenots and
Dutch settlers.”
“I learned that the San people are an indigenous tribe that lives in the Kalahari Desert.
They lost a lot of land when the settlers came.”

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Where We Are in Place and Time

Form: This concept helped students explore the characteristics, traditions, and
lifestyles of the San people, Dutch settlers, French Huguenots, and Xhosa people. By
focusing on form, students examined what these groups looked like, how they lived,
what languages they spoke, and what defined their identities. This built a foundation of
understanding before diving into historical interactions and change.
Change: This concept helped students explore how historical influences continue to
shape modern life. Students investigated how traditions, buildings, language, and
innovations from the past still exist today. It allowed them to connect history to the
present, seeing how societies evolve while retaining elements of their past.
Perspective: This concept encouraged students to consider multiple viewpoints and
how different groups experienced history differently. It helped students recognize that
historical events are not neutral—depending on the perspective, people experienced
conflict, hardship, resistance, or adaptation. Students developed empathy and critical
thinking by analyzing who tells history and why different narratives exist

Approaches to Learning 
Research skills: Present information in a variety of formats and platforms
Social skills :Learn cooperatively in a group: being courteous, sharing, taking turns
Listen closely to others’ perspectives and to instructions
Thinking skills: Combine knowledge, conceptual understandings and skills to create
products or solutions.
Make connections between units of inquiry and between subjects
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IIn our How the World Works unit, students inquired into how forces can be exerted by one
object on another through direct contact or from a distance. They explored how objects
exert forces when they push or pull each other and investigated the invisible forces of
gravity and magnetism that act from a distance. Through engaging experiments, hands-on
activities, and class discussions, students developed an understanding of how friction
affects movement, how magnets can attract or repel objects, and how gravity pulls
everything towards Earth. They also practised measuring and comparing forces, learning
how scientists quantify and observe the effects of these forces in the real world. This unit
sparked curiosity and helped students appreciate the forces that shape our daily lives.

Central Idea
Forces can be exerted by one object on another through direct contact or from a distance.

An Inquiry into
How objects exert forces on each other through direct contact
Objects can exert forces from a distance
How scientists measure and quantify forces

Learner Profile Attributes
Inquirers
Open-minded
Knowledgeable

PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How The World Works

Form:A push or pull that can change the motion of an object.
Types of Forces:
Contact Forces occur when objects touch (e.g., friction, tension).
Non-Contact Forces: Forces that act at a distance (e.g., gravity, magnetic forces)

Function
How Forces Work: Forces can change the speed or direction of an object.
Examples of Forces in Action:
Gravity: Pulls objects toward each other; keeps us on the ground.
Friction: Slows down moving objects when they rub against each other.
Magnetism: Can attract or repel objects without touching them.

Perspective
Pushing a Swing: Applying a force to make it move.
Dropping a Ball: Observing how gravity pulls it down.
Different Effects: Understanding that the same force can have different effects
based on the situation (e.g., pushing a toy car vs. pushing a heavy box).

Approaches to Learning 
Research Skills - Students were explicitly taught how to gather and record data
during investigations (e.g., using spring scales to measure force or observing how
magnets interact with different materials). 
Thinking Skills - Throughout the unit, students engaged in critical and creative
thinking by making predictions, comparing types of forces, analyzing cause-and-
effect relationships (e.g., what happens when a surface changes?), and designing
simple experiments.
Self-management Skills - Students developed organizational and time-
management skills during group activities and experiments, learning how to take
turns, follow procedures, and manage materials responsibly. 
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Jennifer Heal - GRADE 5A

GRADE 5 TEAM

Danielle Henry - GRADE 5BBrandon Majiedt- EA GRADE 5
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: Human Migration
In this unit, students explore why people move from one place to another and how
migration has shaped communities throughout history and in the present day. They
investigate the different factors that influence migration, including environmental
challenges, conflict, natural disasters, economic opportunities, education, family
connections, and the search for a better quality of life. Students also examine various
perspectives, including push vs pull factors.

Central Idea:
Human migration is a response to challenges, risks and opportunities.

Approaches to Learning

Self-management skills: Social and emotional intelligence - Be aware of one's own and
others’ emotions
Thinking skills: Synthesise new understandings by finding unique characteristics, seeing
relationships and connections
Communication skills: Speaking - Speak and express ideas clearly and logically in small and
large groups
Communication skills: Listening - Listen actively and respectfully while others speak

Learner Profiles 
Knowledgeable, Caring, Communicators

An Inquiry into:

Understanding the challenges, risks, and opportunities that drive people to migrate.
Examining how migration affects both the places people leave and the places they settle.
Investigating how individuals and communities adapt to new environments and build
resilience through migration experiences. 

Specific Concepts
Causation, Change, Perspective

Student reflections from this unit
It was hard being a pretend immigrant! 
It was challenging to fill out an application in another language. 
I didn’t like carrying all of my things around everywhere.
I realised I shouldn’t take other people’s belongings. It really upset them. 
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PYP UNITS OF INQUIRY: How We Organise Ourselves
In this unit, students explore the vital relationship between governments and the people
they serve. By understanding different governance systems, from democracies to
autocracies, students begin to understand how different governments vary significantly in
how effectively they address public needs and safeguard fundamental human rights.
Students also inquired into how and why societies function best when citizens balance
their rights with responsibilities, using their voices to influence state decisions. 

Central Idea
Government systems influence the lives of citizens.

An Inquiry into: 
How different systems of government meet people’s needs and protect their
rights.
The responsibilities of citizens within a society.
How government-made decisions impact people’s lives.

Specified Concepts
Form, Perspective, Responsibility

Approaches to Learning 
Research skills: Data gathering and recording - Gather information from a
variety of primary and secondary sources
Thinking skills: Evaluating - Organise relevant information to formulate an
argument
Communication skills: Speaking - State opinions clearly, logically and
respectfully

Learner Profile Attributes
Open-minded, Caring, Thinker

Student reflections from this unit
It was difficult when I was placed into a monarchy and couldn’t make my own
decisions.
I enjoyed discussing how the different types of government work.
I developed my social skills when I had to collaborate with my group to design our
own form of government and decide the laws.
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A
This has been a busy, creative, and incredible year in the WIS art room. A special
highlight was our Art in Action exhibition, “Companions on a Shared Earth,” held at
Unframed Gallery. The exhibition brought together artwork from both primary and
secondary students, as well as professional artists, in support of the SPCA and
pangolin conservation.

The event united the WIS and Windhoek communities through creativity,
compassion, and a shared love for art and animals. Our students worked with great
enthusiasm and dedication, and we are incredibly proud of what they achieved.
As I reflect on my four years as an art teacher at WIS, I feel grateful for the
wonderful journey it has been. Thank you to all my students and to the WIS
community for always embracing creative challenges with such openness, energy,
and heart.

Ms Mandy & Ms Tisha
PYP Art Teachers 

PYP Art Newsletter – Art in Action
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A Year of Learning, Growth, and Joy
As we reflect on this school year, we can proudly say that it has been a journey
filled with learning, growth, challenges, and many memorable moments. Each day
is never the same as the next.
Our classroom was a place where every achievement, no matter how small, was
celebrated. We watched our students develop new skills, build confidence, and
become more independent in their learning. From mastering academic concepts
to strengthening social and communication skills, each child made progress in
their own unique way.
This year was also filled with laughter and fun. We enjoyed creative activities,
hands-on learning experiences, special events, and countless moments that
brought smiles to our faces. These experiences helped create a positive and
supportive environment where students felt safe, valued, and encouraged to try
new things.
As teachers, we learned alongside our students. Every challenge presented an
opportunity to grow, adapt, and discover new ways to support individual needs.
We strengthened our understanding of differentiated instruction, positive
behaviour support, and the importance of building meaningful relationships with
each learner.
As the year comes to an end, we celebrate not only the academic achievements
of our students but also their courage, kindness, resilience, and determination.
We are incredibly proud of how far they have come and excited to see what they
will accomplish in the future.
It has truly been a year of learning, growth, friendship, and joy.

FLEXIBLE LEARNING PATHWAY 

Ms Sunike and Ms Shume 
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In our PYP Language Acquisition programme, learners in Pre-Primary 2 and Grade 1
are introduced to both French and Portuguese in a carefully structured way. 
During the school year, students engage with each language for one semester,
experiencing both French and Portuguese in a balanced and structured way, building
early confidence through meaningful repetition and playful exploration. The focus is on
foundational language skills such as greetings, colours, animals, body parts, and the
alphabet. Learning is brought to life through songs, games, and interactive activities
that encourage participation and enjoyment while supporting natural language
acquisition.

In Grade 2, students begin to specialise by choosing either French or Portuguese,
allowing them to deepen their learning in a more focused way. At this stage, there is an
increased emphasis on speaking and interaction, while also gradually developing early
writing skills. Learners expand their vocabulary to include topics such as animals,
family, numbers, school stationery, and personal introductions, enabling them to begin
expressing themselves more independently in their chosen language. 

Learners in Grades 3, 4, and 5 continue to develop their language skills in
German, Portuguese, and French through engaging and practical lessons
designed to build vocabulary, communication, and confidence in using their target
languages.

Grade 3 learners focused on themes related to transport, places, and directions.
They learnt the vocabulary for different modes of transport, including aeroplane
(German: Flugzeug, Portuguese: avião, French: avion), ship (German: Schiff,
Portuguese: navio, French: bateau), car (German: Auto, Portuguese: carro,
French: voiture), and train (German: Zug, Portuguese: comboio, French: train).
Learners also explored different shops and buildings commonly found in their
communities and learnt how to ask for and give directions. Through role-plays and
interactive activities, they practised guiding someone from one location to another
using simple phrases in their target languages.

Grade 4 learners expanded their communicative abilities by exploring topics such
as hobbies, sports, personal preferences, and opinions. They learnt how to discuss
activities they enjoy and those they do not enjoy, while also giving simple reasons
for their preferences. Learners acquired vocabulary related to common hobbies
and sports and used sentence structures to express likes and dislikes. One of the
most significant achievements during the semester was the development of
dialogue skills. Learners worked collaboratively to create and perform
conversations with their classmates, incorporating the vocabulary and grammatical
structures they had learnt. These dialogues provided valuable opportunities to
practise speaking, listening, and spontaneous language use in meaningful
contexts.

LANGUAGE LEARNING IN A PYP PRIMARY SCHOOL: PORTUGUESE, FRENCH, AND GERMAN
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FOREIGN LANGUAGES - FRENCH, PORTUGUESE AND GERMAN

Grade 5 learners began the semester with a refresher on numbers from 1 to
100 in their respective target languages, strengthening a fundamental language
skill. They then moved on to a unit on clothing, learning vocabulary for various
clothing items such as a jacket (German: Jacke, Portuguese: casaco, French:
veste), shirt (German: Hemd, Portuguese: camisa, French: chemise), and
shoes (German: Schuhe, Portuguese: sapatos, French: chaussures). The
highlight of the semester was the shopping unit, where learners acquired the
vocabulary and expressions needed to interact in a shop. They learnt how to
ask for items, enquire about prices, make purchases, and respond appropriately
to shopkeepers. To demonstrate their learning, learners participated in role-play
sketches that simulated real-life shopping situations, allowing them to apply
their language skills in an authentic and enjoyable manner.

Overall, learners across all three grades demonstrated enthusiasm, creativity,
and growing confidence in using German, Portuguese, and French. Through
practical activities, dialogues, role-plays, and collaborative learning
experiences, they strengthened their vocabulary, communication skills, and
cultural awareness, laying a solid foundation for continued language learning in
future grades.
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From Kindergarten to Grade 5, our learners explored sound, rhythm, melody, culture, creativity, and performance. Through singing, movement, instruments, composition
and collaboration, students discovered how music helps us express ourselves, connect with others and understand the world around us.

🎵 PRIMARY MUSIC AT WIS

🪇Kindergarten & Pre-
Primary 1

Our youngest learners
explored the world of music
through singing, movement,

scarves, percussion
instruments, rhythm games,
xylophone exploration, and

musical storytelling. Students
developed confidence in

keeping a steady beat,
responding to music through
movement, and discovering

how sounds and silence work
together in music.

🥁 Pre-Primary 2 & 3

Students explored rhythm,
beat, tempo, sound patterns,

and the science of sound
through hands-on musical

experiences. Learners used
percussion instruments, body

percussion, movement, and
listening activities to

understand better how music
is created and organised while

developing ensemble and
coordination skills.

🎼 Grade 1
Grade 1 learners explored
melody, singing, recorder
playing, and the exciting
sounds of the orchestra.

Through listening activities,
movement, classroom

instruments, and musical
games, students developed

their understanding of pitch,
melody, and instrumental

families while building
confidence in performance.

🎻 Grade 2
Students explored how music

can tell stories and express
emotions through role play,

movement, singing,
instruments, and creative

performance activities.
Learners developed

ensemble skills, musical
expression, listening skills,

and confidence while bringing
music to life through active

participation.
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From Kindergarten to Grade 5, our learners explored sound, rhythm, melody, culture, creativity, and performance. Through singing, movement, instruments, composition
and collaboration, students discovered how music helps us express ourselves, connect with others and understand the world around us.

🎵 PRIMARY MUSIC AT WIS

🎤 Grade 3 Junior Jingles &
Compositions

Grade 3 learners explored
composition, melody writing,
singing, and how music can

be used creatively in
advertising and media.

Students collaborated in
groups to create jingles,
compose melodies, and

perform musical ideas while
developing creativity,

confidence, and
communication skills.

🌍 Grade 4: 
Global Genres

Students explored different
music styles, cultures, and

genres from around the world
while learning how music

connects communities and
expresses identity. Learners

participated in listening
activities, ensemble work,

movement, singing, and
creative classroom

discussions that celebrated
global music traditions.

🎬 Grade 5: Media Arts and
Performance

Over the course of the year, Grade 5
students explored the structural

relationship between music, movement,
and visual media. The coursework

spanned two semesters, beginning with
a conceptual analysis of how sound

creates atmosphere and drives narrative
storytelling in film. Students then

transitioned from analysis to action,
utilizing their creative agency to write,

perform, and produce original
promotional materials for WIS. Through

this integrated process of singing,
dancing, and digital arranging, learners

demonstrated a sophisticated
understanding of how the arts can be

used for community advocacy and
expression.

Ms. Michelle 
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MATHS IN THE PYP

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Unit 3: Exploring Track & Field

Central idea:
We express ourselves through movement by developing physical skills, setting goals,
and celebrating progress.

Approaches to learning:
Self-Management, Social Skills, and Research.

An inquiry into:
Developing running, jumping, and throwing skills
How practice and perseverance contribute to improvement
Celebrating individual growth and collective achievement

This semester, students stepped into the exciting world of athletics through our
Exploring Track & Field unit. Across all grade levels, learners developed fundamental
movement skills while discovering how effort, practice, and determination contribute to
success. Through a variety of age-appropriate athletics activities, students challenged
themselves to improve their speed, coordination, strength, and technique.
The unit provided opportunities for students to set personal goals, reflect on their
progress, and celebrate achievements both big and small. As students prepared for and
participated in athletics events throughout the semester, they experienced the
excitement of applying their skills in authentic settings while demonstrating resilience,
sportsmanship, and school spirit.

Learner Profile focus:
Balanced: Students worked towards developing their physical abilities while
maintaining a positive attitude towards challenges and competition.
Principled: They demonstrated fairness, honesty, and respect for others, both during
practice sessions and athletics events.

Unit 4: Exploring Dance

Central idea:
Dance allows us to express emotions, share cultural stories, and connect with others. 

Approaches to learning:
Communication, Thinking, and Social Skills

An inquiry into:
Dance as a form of self-expression and communication
How movement and music work together to tell stories
Exploring culture and identity through dance

Our Exploring Dance unit encouraged students to express themselves creatively through
movement while developing rhythm, coordination, and confidence. Through a variety of
dance experiences, students discovered how movement can communicate ideas,
emotions, and cultural traditions in meaningful ways.
A special highlight of this unit was its connection to International Day. Students
enthusiastically learned and practised their International Day dances during PE lessons,
working together to refine their performances and celebrate the diverse cultures
represented within our school community. It was wonderful to see learners embrace new
movements, collaborate with their peers, and perform with confidence and pride.
The unit fostered creativity, self-expression, and an appreciation for the ways dance can
bring people together across different cultures and backgrounds.

Learner Profile focus:
Open-Minded: Students explored different dance styles and cultural traditions with
curiosity and respect.
Communicators: They expressed ideas and emotions through movement while working
collaboratively to create and perform dances.

These units have provided students with opportunities to challenge themselves physically,
express themselves creatively, and celebrate both personal growth and community
achievements. Through athletics and dance, our learners have continued to develop
confidence, resilience, and a lifelong appreciation for movement and physical activity.
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Ms Nhadia Gora & Mr Daniel Shilomboleni
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WIS INTERHOUSE ATHLETICS DAYS 2026 — SPEED, STRENGTH, AND SCHOOL SPIRIT!
Our WIS Interhouse Athletics season was a fantastic celebration of determination,
sportsmanship, and house pride as students from across the school came together to
showcase their athletic talents.

The excitement began on Friday, 6 February 2026, with the Grade 4–12 Interhouse
Athletics Day. For our Grade 4 students, this marked their very first opportunity to
compete alongside the "big kids" in a full-school athletics event, while our Grade 5
students embraced the occasion as their final Interhouse Athletics Day as Primary
School learners. Throughout the day, students demonstrated courage, resilience, and
outstanding sportsmanship as they competed in a variety of track and field events.
The celebrations continued on Saturday, 28 February 2026, with our Lower Primary
Interhouse Athletics Day. Families, staff, and students came together for a memorable
morning filled with energy, encouragement, and excitement. The fantastic turnout
from our school community created a wonderful atmosphere, and our young athletes
rose to the occasion with enthusiasm and determination. From sprint races to field
events, students proudly represented their houses while demonstrating the skills they
had developed throughout the unit.

These events were the culmination of weeks of practice, perseverance, and
preparation, giving students the opportunity to challenge themselves, celebrate
personal achievements, and contribute valuable points towards their house totals.

 🏆 Grade 4–12 Interhouse Athletics Results
4️⃣ Leopards – 425 points
🥉 Cheetahs – 461 points
🥈 Lions – 531 points
🥇 Caracals – 647 points

🏆 Lower Primary Interhouse Athletics Results
4️⃣ Leopards – 110 points
🥉 Caracals – 198 points
🥈 Cheetahs – 209 points
🥇 Lions – 330 points

🏆 WIS Interhouse Athletics Cup Champions
After combining the results from both Athletics Days, congratulations to the
Lions House, who claimed the overall WIS Interhouse Athletics Cup with an

impressive total of 861 points!
The athletics season concluded with our Lower Primary and Upper Primary

Sports Awards ceremonies, where students were recognised for their
dedication, effort, improvement, and achievements throughout the season.

These celebrations provided a fitting end to an inspiring athletics
programme and highlighted the many ways our students embodied the

values of commitment, perseverance, and sportsmanship.

💛 Thank You
A sincere thank you to our staff, students, sponsors and families for making

this year's Athletics Days such a success. Whether competing, officiating,
cheering from the sidelines, or supporting behind the scenes, every

member of our community played a role in creating memorable
experiences for our young athletes.

Congratulations to all our students for their hard work, determination, and
house spirit. We are incredibly proud of everything you achieved this

athletics season!
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WIS INTERHOUSE ATHLETICS DAYS 2026 — SPEED, STRENGTH, AND SCHOOL SPIRIT!
Our WIS Interhouse Athletics season was a fantastic celebration of determination,
sportsmanship, and house pride as students from across the school came together to
showcase their athletic talents.

The excitement began on Friday, 6 February 2026, with the Grade 4–12 Interhouse
Athletics Day. For our Grade 4 students, this marked their very first opportunity to
compete alongside the "big kids" in a full-school athletics event, while our Grade 5
students embraced the occasion as their final Interhouse Athletics Day as Primary
School learners. Throughout the day, students demonstrated courage, resilience, and
outstanding sportsmanship as they competed in a variety of track and field events.
The celebrations continued on Saturday, 28 February 2026, with our Lower Primary
Interhouse Athletics Day. Families, staff, and students came together for a memorable
morning filled with energy, encouragement, and excitement. The fantastic turnout
from our school community created a wonderful atmosphere, and our young athletes
rose to the occasion with enthusiasm and determination. From sprint races to field
events, students proudly represented their houses while demonstrating the skills they
had developed throughout the unit.

These events were the culmination of weeks of practice, perseverance, and
preparation, giving students the opportunity to challenge themselves, celebrate
personal achievements, and contribute valuable points towards their house totals.

 🏆 Grade 4–12 Interhouse Athletics Results
4️⃣ Leopards – 425 points
🥉 Cheetahs – 461 points
🥈 Lions – 531 points
🥇 Caracals – 647 points

🏆 Lower Primary Interhouse Athletics Results
4️⃣ Leopards – 110 points
🥉 Caracals – 198 points
🥈 Cheetahs – 209 points
🥇 Lions – 330 points

🏆 WIS Interhouse Athletics Cup Champions
After combining the results from both Athletics Days, congratulations to the
Lions House, who claimed the overall WIS Interhouse Athletics Cup with an

impressive total of 861 points!
The athletics season concluded with our Lower Primary and Upper Primary

Sports Awards ceremonies, where students were recognised for their
dedication, effort, improvement, and achievements throughout the season.

These celebrations provided a fitting end to an inspiring athletics programme
and highlighted the many ways our students embodied the values of

commitment, perseverance, and sportsmanship.

💛 Thank You
A sincere thank you to our staff, students, sponsors and families for making

this year's Athletics Days such a success. Whether competing, officiating,
cheering from the sidelines, or supporting behind the scenes, every member
of our community played a role in creating memorable experiences for our

young athletes.
Congratulations to all our students for their hard work, determination, and

house spirit. We are incredibly proud of everything you achieved this athletics
season!
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🏅 HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT: SEMESTER 2 IN REVIEW 🏅
As another exciting semester comes to a close, we celebrate the achievements,
milestones, and memorable moments that have made this such a special period for
sport at Windhoek International School. From athletics competitions and awards
ceremonies to skating adventures and community partnerships, our students have
continued to demonstrate resilience, sportsmanship, and school spirit every step of the
way.

WIS Interhouse Athletics Days
The athletics season provided some of the most exciting moments of the semester,
bringing students, staff, and families together in celebration of effort, perseverance, and
house pride.
The Grade 4–12 Interhouse Athletics Day took place on Friday, 6 February 2026, and
saw students competing with determination and enthusiasm across a range of track and
field events. For our Grade 4 students, it was their first opportunity to participate in the
"big kids" athletics day, while our Grade 5 students enjoyed their final Interhouse
Athletics competition as Primary School learners.
The Lower Primary Interhouse Athletics Day followed on Saturday, 28 February 2026,
and was a tremendous success. The outstanding turnout from families and supporters
created a vibrant atmosphere as our youngest athletes showcased their skills and
proudly represented their houses.

🏆 Grade 4–12 Interhouse Athletics Results
4️⃣ Leopards – 425 points
🥉 Cheetahs – 461 points
🥈 Lions – 531 points
🥇 Caracals – 647 points

🏆 Lower Primary Interhouse Athletics Results
4️⃣ Leopards – 110 points
🥉 Caracals – 198 points
🥈 Cheetahs – 209 points
🥇 Lions – 330 points

🏆 WIS Interhouse Athletics Cup Champions: LIONS! 🏆

Primary Sports Awards
The athletics season concluded with our Primary Sports Awards, where students were
recognised for their outstanding achievements and commitment throughout the season.

Junior Primary Award Winners
Best Female Track Athlete: Etuhole Nghiwete
Best Male Track Athlete: Nova Allen
Best Female Field Athlete: Nirvanah-Liorah Sibolile
Best Male Field Athlete: Anthony Fick
Junior Primary Victrix: Nirvanah-Liorah Sibolile
Junior Primary Victor: Anthony Fick

🏅 Upper Primary Award Winners
Best Female Field Athlete: Mia Winter
Best Male Field Athlete: Finn Weber
Congratulations to all our award recipients and to every student who participated with
dedication and enthusiasm throughout the athletics season.
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🏅 HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE SPORTS DEPARTMENT: SEMESTER IN REVIEW 🏅
 International Day Sports Tournament
A new highlight this semester was the International Day Sports Tournament, held on
Saturday, 18 April 2026. Students from Primary and Secondary came together to
compete in basketball and volleyball, creating an exciting morning of friendly
competition and community spirit.
The tournament provided valuable opportunities for students to develop their skills,
build connections across age groups, and represent WIS with pride. We look forward to
growing this event in the future by involving even more Primary students and
expanding into additional sporting codes.

 Learn2Skate Weeks
Our partnership with DTS continued to be a favourite among students through three
Learn2Skate Weeks held during the semester:

23–26 March 2026
18–21 May 2026
25–29 May 2026

From first-time skaters finding their balance to confident students refining their
technique, the progress made was remarkable. The gym was once again filled with
laughter, determination, and plenty of smiles as students challenged themselves to
learn new skills on wheels.
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🏅 Highlights from the Sports Department: Semester in Review 🏅
WIS Sports Awards Evening

On Thursday, 11 June 2026, we celebrated another successful sporting year at our annual
WIS Sports Awards Evening. The event recognised the dedication, commitment, and

achievements of athletes from Grades 4–12 across the year.
Congratulations to all our award recipients:

🏅 Junior Awards
Best Junior Female Track Athlete: Jeanne Berder

Best Junior Male Track Athlete: Pierce Mouton
Best Junior Female Field Athlete: Mia Winter
Best Junior Male Field Athlete: Finn Weber

Junior Victrix: Mia Winter
Junior Victor: Finn Weber

🏅 Senior Awards
Best Senior Female Track Athlete: Eva Santoni
Best Senior Male Track Athlete: Ethan Ollomo

Best Senior Female Field Athlete: Suraya Ashikoto
Best Senior Male Field Athlete: Gabriel Fitzpatrick

Senior Victrix: Vivian-Leigh Ockhuizen
Senior Victor: Gabriel Fitzpatrick

Sportspeople of the Year
Junior Sportswoman of the Year: Suraya Ashikoto

Junior Sportsman of the Year: Ethan Ollomo
Senior Sportswoman of the Year: Vivian-Leigh Ockhuizen

Senior Sportsman of the Year: Aaron Ollomo

🏆 Interhouse Cups
WIS Interhouse Athletics Cup: Lions

WIS Interhouse Swimming Cup: Leopards
WIS Interhouse Sports Cup: Cheetahs

WIS Interhouse Champions Cup: Caracals
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🏅 Highlights from the Sports Department: Semester in Review 🏅
Meet Our Beloved Fish Eagle!
One of the most exciting additions to the WIS community this year has been the arrival of our
very own Fish Eagle mascot!
Following a school-wide mascot design competition held at the end of the previous academic
year, students submitted an incredible range of creative designs.

Competition Winners:
Primary School
🥇 Jeanne Berder
🥈 Yimo Dai

Secondary School
🥇 Cooper Berkompass
🥈 Angela Rooney
🏆 Overall Winning Design: Jaylee Leonard
After months of anticipation, our mascot finally arrived in October 2025 and has quickly
become a cherished member of the WIS family. Whether leading house chants, celebrating
victories, or posing for photos, no school event feels complete without our beloved Fish
Eagle bringing energy and spirit to the occasion.

Thank You to Our Partners 
The Sports Department would like to extend a very special thank

you to Simonis Storm Securities for their generous support
throughout the year and for helping to kit out our Sports

Department. Your investment in our students and programmes has
made a meaningful difference.

We would also like to thank the NUST Sports Management
Department for providing student volunteers who assisted at our

sporting events throughout the year. Their professionalism,
enthusiasm, and willingness to contribute have been greatly

appreciated.
These partnerships have played an important role in the continued
growth of sport at WIS, and we look forward to strengthening these
relationships and creating even more opportunities for our
students in the coming academic year.

A Final Thank You
To our students, parents, staff, coaches, volunteers, and
supporters—thank you for making this another memorable
semester of sport at WIS. Your enthusiasm, encouragement, and
commitment continue to create a vibrant sporting culture where
every student has the opportunity to learn, grow, and thrive.
Here's to another fantastic year of sport ahead!
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Celebrating Student Inquiry: The PYP Exhibition!
Our IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) Exhibition was an absolute triumph! As the
culmination of their PYP journey, our oldest primary students took centre stage to share their
passion, research, and collaborative efforts with the school community.
The Exhibition is a student-led, in-depth inquiry into real-world issues. This year, our students
tackled incredibly diverse and meaningful topics, ranging from animal conservation, the
impacts of AI, and gender equality to over-fishing, water pollution and solar energy.

Highlights of the Event:
Student Agency: Students completely drove their own learning, from choosing their
central ideas to deciding how to express their findings.
Creative Expressions: Visitors were treated to a vibrant mix of interactive presentations,
digital media, art installations, and live demonstrations.
Local & Global Action: Many students launched community initiatives, showing that you
are never too young to spark change.

A massive thank you to our dedicated mentors, teachers, and parents who supported the
students along the way. Most importantly, congratulations to our brilliant students—your
curiosity, critical thinking, and passion have inspired us all!



FEATURED ARTICLES
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This semester, our Primary Years Programme student councillors have demonstrated what
it truly means to lead with compassion. Charlotte, Ollie, Yann, Marin, Hassan, Anandre,
Iktan, and Madison have been tirelessly working behind the scenes to organise two
meaningful fundraising initiatives that speak to the heart of our school community.
Supporting Troy: A Story of Resilience
Our first campaign centred around Troy, a remarkable security dog who works for a security
company. Last year, Troy was injured while performing his duties and unfortunately,
required a leg amputation. Rather than retreating, Troy's story became one of incredible
resilience and hope.
The student councillors recognised that Troy's journey could inspire others facing
challenges. They organised a creative poster-making competition where Primary students
illustrated Troy's story. The entries captured his courage, determination, and the message
he carries: that setbacks don't define us, but how we respond does.

The funds raised through this initiative will support Troy's outreach programme, enabling
him to visit hospitals and homes across Windhoek. These visits aim to spread his powerful
message of resilience and hope to children and families facing their own health challenges.
As one student councillor explained, "Troy showed us that even when life takes something
away, you can still give so much to others."
Bank Windhoek Cancer Apple Project
The second major initiative saw our student promote the Bank Windhoek Cancer Apple
Project, a meaningful cause dedicated to funding childhood cancer research across
Namibia. This campaign involved selling fresh apples and apple juice throughout the
school, with all proceeds going directly to supporting research in childhood cancer.
The project resonated deeply with our PYP learners, many of whom have heard of children
affected by cancer. The student councillors organised the distribution of posters and
managed the sales with impressive organisation skills. Their enthusiasm was contagious,
turning what could have been a simple fundraiser into a genuine learning experience about
empathy, civic responsibility, and the power of collective action.

Student Councillors Lead with Heart: A Term of Compassion and Action
Leadership in Action
What makes these efforts particularly special is the authentic leadership displayed by our
eight student councillors. They didn't just organise events – they engaged their peers,
communicated with teachers and parents, and took ownership of causes they genuinely
cared about. Their work exemplifies the IB learner profile attributes we strive to develop:
being caring, principled, and active members of their community.
As we close this term, we celebrate both our current council members, and the council
members that served in the first semester, for showing us all what meaningful leadership
looks like. Their dedication reminds us that even young voices can create significant change
when guided by compassion and purpose.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to these campaigns. Together, we've made a
difference – for Troy's inspiring outreach, for children fighting cancer, and for our entire WIS
community.

PYP coordinator
Fabrizio Conti



Our WIS Kids
Aftercare
Program
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Our Journey This Year
 Thisyearin aftercarehas been a trulyspecialjourney.Over time, wehave seen the space grow into a calm,

welcoming environment where children feelsafe,supported, and happy to be themselves.

Through daily routines, play, and shared experiences, strong relationships have been built—both between the
children and with the staff. It has been wonderful to see friendships develop, confidence grow, and children
becoming more independent in how they choose to spend their time.

We have embraced a range of activities, from creative play and building to outdoor games and quieter moments
of reflection. These experiences have allowed the children to unwind after the school day while still engaging
their curiosity and imagination.

One of the most rewarding aspects of this year has been watching the children take ownership of their aftercare
environment and sharing ideas, including others in their play, and showing kindness and cooperation.
We are incredibly proud of how far our aftercare community has come this year and look forward to continuing
this journey together.



We provide a dedicated, quiet space
where students can focus on their
afternoon tasks. Our goal is to foster
independent study habits while
offering gentle guidance when a
student hits a "roadblock." By
establishing a consistent routine, we
help children understand the balance
between meeting their responsibilities
and enjoying their downtime, ensuring
they head home with a sense of
accomplishment.

Play is the heart of our aftercare
program. Whether it’s through
structured games or open-ended
exploration with loose parts, we
prioritize time for children to
decompress after the school day.
Play allows students to take risks,
solve problems, and express their
creativity in a relaxed environment. It
is through these active moments that
children truly learn how to navigate
the world around them.

Aftercare offers a unique opportunity
for "cross-phase" socialising, where
students often form bonds with peers
outside of their immediate classroom.
These friendships are built on shared
interests and collaborative play. We
actively support students in
developing their social-emotional
skills, teaching them how to
communicate, share, and resolve
conflicts kindly by helping them build
a supportive community that feels
like a second home.

3

What We Did Together
Homework in Aftercare

Playing in Aftercare

Friendships in Aftercare
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Cherishing Our Memorable Moments
 

These moments capture the spirit of our program, filled with
joy, encouragement, and genuine connection, highlighting
the bonds we've formed together throughout our journey.

Celebrating Connection and Joy



Together, We Continue to Grow

WIS Kids
Aftercare team
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